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 As we pray for those 
in need. 
 We give thanks for 
our family and friends 
 As we pray for those 
who are lonely. 
 We give thanks for 
our freedoms 
 As we pray for those 
who are oppressed. 
 We give thanks for 
our good health 
 As we pray for those 
who are ill. 
 We give thanks for 
our comfort and 
prosperity 
 As we share our 
blessings with others. 
 On this day of 
Thanksgiving, 
 May the love of God 
enfold us, 
 The peace of God 
dwell within us, 
 And the joy of God 
uplift us. Amen. 
 

In the meantime, we 
continue to be 
connected by faith, 
even if we are not 
together physically. I 
hope to see you all 
sooner rather than 
later. Please feel free to 
contact me.  My e-mail 
address is 

PASTOR BETH MACHA 

I was made an 
administrator of the 
Facebook page, so I 
can more easily share 
there, and I have been 
sharing thoughts 
about thanksgiving on 
Thursdays for the past 
few weeks. 
 

I am always thankful. I 
know that we always 
have something to be 
thankful for, no matter 
what we are going 
through, no matter 
what time of the year. 
We are blessed and 
loved by God. We have 
people around us who 
love us. Our needs are 
met. There is not a day 
that goes by without 
God watching over us. 
Therefore, we have lots 
and lots for which to 
be thankful. 
 

As we approach U.S. 
Thanksgiving this year, 
I want to wish you a 
blessed Thanksgiving, 
and I want to share 
with you a prayer: 
 

 Dear Lord, 
 Today we give you 
thanks for our many 
blessings 

Since my husband and 
I lived in Canada for 4 
½ years while I served 
a congregation there, 
we still celebrate 
Canadian 
Thanksgiving. That’s 
the second Monday of 
October. We don’t 
always celebrate in a 
big way. For instance, 
this year we had turkey 
meatloaf. Still, we 
celebrate, and it turns 
my mind each year 
toward what we have 
to be thankful for, 
much earlier than the 
fourth Thursday of 
November. 
 

As my mind turned to 
thankfulness this year, I 
started to think about 
how to share my 
thoughts with you. On 
social media there is a 
thing called “thankful 
Thursday.” I wanted to 
share my thoughts 
each week on the 
church Facebook page, 
but when I had shared 
on it in the past, I could 
not see them so I 
wasn’t sure if they 
were really there or 
not. However, this time 
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pastorbeth@bvlc.org. 
You can also call or text 
my cell phone:  920-
562-2853.   
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Beth Macha 

mailto:pastorbeth@bvlc.org
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Deacon Donna Van Ramshorst 
Director of Faith Formation 

youth@bvlc.org 
920 495-0621 

 

Confirmation meets every 
Wednesday night via Zoom at 

6:30-7:30 pm. All 6th-8th graders 
welcome!  

 

Each week the link and material 
is emailed to families.  

 

Still missing a few registration 
forms and/or the yearly $25. fee. 

 

Please keep your contact  
Information updated with 

church, so we are able to reach 
you in these days that we 

cannot meet in person.  

https://www.yumraising.com/.../
bayvly_bay_view.../candy... 

 

Confirmation students are  
fundraising Covid style. NO  

Contact. You shop online, order 
and it is shipped to you! We 

hope to add to the campership 
fund, so ALL confirmation 

students can go to camp this 
summer. The 7th graders missed 
it last year and the 6th graders 
missed their fall camp. This is a 
wonderful, faith growing and 

enriching  
experience that we wish to  

provide for our students.  

 

Bay View Lutheran Church 

340 W Maple St 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
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THE HOME PAGE 

ALL YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY  

INFORMATION IN ONE PLACE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFIRMATION HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

Sunday School via Zoom 

each Sunday morning at 

9:30 am 
 

All 3 year olds-5th graders are 
welcome to join at anytime! We 
want to do a zoom Christmas 
play, but we need you to do it! 

 

The link and material related to 
the lesson will be emailed to 

families. Please if your contact 
information has changed-do call 

or email Cheryl so she can 
update your info. We do NOT 
want you to miss out on any 

opportunity!  
 

Each week the Sunday School 
lesson will be recorded and put 
on the Bay View Youth FB page 
for your viewing convenience. 

Usually by Tuesday.  

 
A huge thank you to Renee  

McAllister for faithfully sending 

birthday cards, baptismal  

anniversary cards and Splash Birth 

to 3 year old material! Your service 

to Bay View has not gone  

unnoticed.  
 

Thank you to Karen  Isensee for 

taking over this service to our youth 

and families. Previously Birthday 

cards were sent to  

students until they graduated from 

High School. We will now be sending 

cards through  

Confirmation age.  

 Dori Arbter 
High School 

Youth Director 
youthworker@bvlc.org 

 
Dori Arbter, HS Youth Director 

493-5244 
youthworker@bvlc.org 

 

High School Youth Group      

Is meeting via Zoom for Bible 

Study. Contact Dori for details.  
 

All 9th-12th graders are  

welcome!   

Monday-Saturday mornings there 
is an encouraging message for 

everyone on the Bay View  
Lutheran FB page.  

 

Tuesday, November 17th at 6:30 

pm is the first time we will meet 

to discuss “Learning to Walk in the 

Dark” by Barbara  Brown Taylor.  
 

We will meet twice a month and 

welcome all women to a safe, 

affirming and supportive place to 

grow our faith together. Contact 

Deacon Donna with  

questions at youth@bvlc.org 

Devotions 

https://www.yumraising.com/secure/bayvly_bay_view_youth13/candy?h=DonVan4848&c=fb5279&fbclid=IwAR0CSo0F7IHHMoIuISc50nWA_HzfYgErQHLaDZ40Iy50djzlLfFcQD_-fpo
https://www.yumraising.com/secure/bayvly_bay_view_youth13/candy?h=DonVan4848&c=fb5279&fbclid=IwAR0CSo0F7IHHMoIuISc50nWA_HzfYgErQHLaDZ40Iy50djzlLfFcQD_-fpo
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SAY, PRAY AND BLESS 
FOR FAMILIES 

Scripture verse for the month: 
The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble 
themselves will be exalted. Matthew 23:11-12 (NRSV)  

 

A Prayer for the Month:  
Almighty God, we thank you for the power and grace of humble service; help us to bear the fruit of justice 
and mercy through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of this food, a sign of your constant love for us through Christ our Teach-
er and Lord. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give:    
May the power of God’s love bless you and free you to be a humble servant.  
 

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.  

Important Dates 
 

Sunday School:  9:30 am Sunday mornings via Zoom. Link will be emailed to  
families and put on the Bay View Youth FB  page. Also lesson will be recorded and put on Bay View youth FB 
page each week.  
 

Confirmation:  Wednesday, November 18th a special event on hunger in Door  
County.   
 

HS Youth: Youth group Bible study zoom meetings. Contact Dori for details. All HS age students are welcome! 
 

Ladies discussion group: Starts Tuesday, November 17th via Zoom 6:30 pm 
 

 Service Opportunities 

 
Help support our youth and our church! Youth this is an opportunity to shine! We need the help of adults 
too! I don’t have to tell any of you that this year is different. We are not meeting in person. We feel discon-

nected. We miss hugs and being in community. We can not have a cookie walk. How will we tell the Christ-
mas story this year? How do we share the love that came on Christmas for us all?  

 

Let us embrace this time we have been given and move forward into the new possibilities that are before us! 
We live in an amazing time with many resources to still meet together and share the timeless story of the 

coming of Christ and all that Christmas means to us. 
This is an opportunity to reach people who would perhaps not enter a church otherwise.  

 

I have an idea, but I need help. Let’s all come together and tell the Christmas story in a new way. I propose 
families send a short video of their family. One family could read the Christmas story together. Another family 
could sing Christmas hymns together. Tell us about a special Christmas memory or just what Christmas means 

to you. Give a Christmas greeting by your tree! Have a snowball fight. Light an Advent candle. What  
traditions do your have with your family? Share them with everyone and let’s have  

 Christmas together! They could all be complied into one or many short videos to be  
featured the whole month of December. Let’s start planning and recording now.  
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Calling all ladies! 
Let us get together via Zoom and discuss 

“Learning to Walk in the Dark” by Barbara Brown Taylor                                                                       
First meeting will be Tuesday, November 17th at 6:30 pm 

 
I do have an extra copy-first person to ask for it gets it. Don’t wait! Find a 

copy that you can mark up yourself. Check out used books on Amazon or I 
have had great luck with AbeBooks.com 

 
 
 
 
 

The introduction pulls one in…”Maybe you are a young person in deep need of faith right now, but the 
kind you inherited from your parents is not cutting it. You want something with a sharper edge, a keener 
sense of purpose. You want something that asks more of you than to sit and listen quietly while someone 
else tells you how to live. You know it’s out there, but where? It may be time for a walk in the dark. 
 

If you are in the middle of your life, maybe some of your dreams of God have died hard under the weight 
of your experience. You have knocked on doors that have not opened. You have asked for bread and 
been given a stone. The job that once defined you has lost its meaning; the relationships that once sus-
tained you have changed or come to their natural ends. It is time to reinvent everything from your work 
life to your love life to your life with God—only how are you supposed to do that exactly, and where will 
the wisdom come from? Not from a weekend workshop. It may be time for a walk in the dark. 
 

If you are my age, you are losing a lot more things than you once did—not just your keys and your vision, 
but also your landmarks and your sense of self. You are going to a lot more funeral now than before. 
When you read your class notes in the alumni news, they are shorter and nearer the top every time. You 
know full well where all this is heading, but you also know that you are not ready yet. So how are you 
supposed to get ready? What is the work you have left to do before you enter the Great Beyond? Clearly, 
it is time for a walk in the dark.”  
 
 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor is a gifted author, professor of religion and former Episcopal priest. I love this book 
and could read it a million times and find new things in it each time. I don’t have all the answers—none of 
us does, but let’s walk together and rethink what it is to be in the dark. There is nothing to fear there.  
                                                

Contact Deacon Donna for the link to join! 
youth@bvlc.org 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL 
September 2020 

All of us are aware that the 
pandemic is at its worst over the 
past month and may become 
even more dangerous in the 
weeks to come.  The guidelines 
for reopening the church were 
approved last month.  The 
guidelines stressed the need for 
protection of all members of our 
congregation.  It recommends 
that we should not open the 
church for in-house worship 
until the pandemic is reasonably 
under control.  The proposal 
relies on local, state, and federal 
monitors of the pandemic 
infection to direct our course of 
action.  Until we can trust that 
the COVID is being controlled, 
we must stand back and remain 
safe. 
 

However, the response from an 
increasing number of our 
members is that we should 
begin parking lot services as is 
being done successfully 
throughout the county and 
northeastern Wisconsin.  The 
council has forwarded a survey 
to all those on our email circuit 

to ask whether parking lot 
services can be and should be 
started.  If you received an email 
survey, please answer.  If not, 
please call our office and express 
your opinion.  The church 
council will meet in the coming 
week to decide on the best 
course of action.  We are 
hopeful that we can begin the 
healing process with common 
worship in our parking lot, if not 
in our sanctuary. 
 

Budget concerns will also be 
addressed in the coming month.  
Many opinions have been 
expressed about spending 
money when the church is 
closed.  Please remember that 
we have a Pastor and Deacon 
under a call which commits the 
church to their employment.  
We also have office staff – full 
time Administrator and part time 
Bookkeeper – who must 
continue their jobs even though 
we don’t open for services.  We 
also have music support for our 
Sunday Morning on-line services.  
These are necessary expenses 

and cannot be shut off if we are 
to continue daily church 
operations. Lastly, the expenses 
of insurance, heating and 
cooling systems, utilities, and 
general maintenance and repair 
must also continue even though 
the church is not occupied on a 
daily or weekly basis.  
 

In short, there is much that must 
continue to be done and paid 
for, no matter how much or 
how little the church facilities 
are used or occupied 
throughout the year. The 
council is very much aware of 
the limits of our budget and the 
need for contributions as we 
face the year ahead.  We will do 
our very best to achieve a 
budget that is workable and 
necessary to protect and 
preserve our church. 
 

We continue to pray for those 
on our call committee and ask 
you to do the same. 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Steve Kase, President 
Bay View Church Council 
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 It was a great summer for the Community Sharing Garden!  

A huge thank you to all that helped in any way!  

Thankful for a bountiful harvest that we could share! 
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God’s Work Our Hands 

black bin in front of the main 
entrance November 1 through 
November 22. The food items will 
be placed on the altar throughout 
the month and dispersed to the 
food pantries before Thanksgiving. 
Monetary donations will also be 
accepted. Please send monetary 
donations to Bay View or place in 
mail slot by front double doors 
clearly indicating the purpose.. All 

Church Council will be 
highlighting at least one service 
project per month and we 
encourage everyone to 
participate. Our November 
project will be FOOD 
COLLECTION for our local 
pantries: Feed My People and 
Lakeshore CAP. Nonperishable 
food items may be brought to 
Bay View and placed in the 

HEAD START SHARING TREE 

For many 
years 
members of 
Bay View 
have provided 
gifts for Head 
Start families 
in Door 

County. This year due to the 
pandemic we will not be 

providing specific gifts but are 
asking for cash donations or gift 
cards from Target or Walmart. 
Many families in our community 
are struggling to get by. Head 
Start is currently serving 15 
families. If you have the means 
to give a financial gift to support 
these families, please send your 
donation to the church office by 

Thursday, December 10. Nettie 
and Paul Tess will work with 
Head Start staff to disperse the 
donations. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PARTICIPATION AND 
YOUR DONATIONS! 

FOOD COLLECTION 

donations will remain local and 
benefit those in need in our 
community. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PARTICIPATION AND 
YOUR DONATIONS! 

Items being excepted by Feed My People 
 

            Food Items 
 
 
 
             Personal Care Items 
 
 

 

Pancake Mix Syrup 

Apple Sauce Peanut Butter 

Canned Meats Canned Beans 

Tomato Sauce Spaghetti Sauce 

Canned Chicken Boxed Potatoes  

Hamburger Helper Boxed Pasta Salads 

Mac & Cheese Any Pasta 

Ketchup Mustard 

Soups  

Shampoo Body Soap 

Toothpaste Mouth Wash 

Deodorant Dish Soap 

Hand Soap Laundry Soap 
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Once referred to by National Ge-
ographic magazine as the “Cape 
Cod of the Midwest,” Door Coun-
ty has emerged as one of the 
premiere vacation destinations 
and coveted home address for 
thousands, whether tourist, sea-
sonal or permanent resi-
dent.  The truth of the matter is, 
however, that a whopping 31% 
of Door County households 
struggle to cover monthly ex-
penses such as housing, child-
care, transportation, health care 
and phone services.  Many of 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY ELECTS BISHOP  

Door County United Way  

Our East Central Synod of 
Wisconsin (ECSW) held its 
annual Synod Assembly on 
September 26,2020, virtually 
and with a shortened agenda 
due to Covid-19 social 
distancing requirements. 
Pastors and two lay 
representatives of each of the 
126 congregations in the 
ECSW were eligible to attend 
as voting members of the 
ECSW.  Bayview was 
represented by Pastor Beth, 
Deacon Donna and Lucille 
Kirkegaard. 
 

The major business for this 
year was the election of a 
bishop for a six-year 
term.  Anne Edison-Albright 
was elected on the 5

th
 ballot.    

 

Bishops have important roles 

their priorities for 2020 and be-
yond on meeting the needs of 
ALICE households by mobilizing 
community resources to pro-
mote the health, education and 
financial stability of all Door 
County residents.   
To learn more about ALICE, visit 
www.unitedwaydc.com/our-
work/alice, or call  the United 
Way Office at 920-746-9645.  
 

Submitted by Jason Palmer 

The Synod Assembly also  
received reports from programs 
and projects, including our 
Crossways Camping 
Ministries. Although the usual 
camping programs had to be 
cancelled this year, family 
camping was allowed and 
numerous building upgrades 
and repairs were done.  Other 
reports concerned our 
companion synod in South 
Africa, Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, Synod Council, and 
Stewardship for All Seasons.  A 
special plea was voiced for the 
synod’s mission support which is 
under-funded so far this 
year.  The synod directs this 
money to a number of ministries 
including our seminaries. 
 

Submitted by: Lucille Kirkegaard 

these residents are also food in-
secure. 
 

United Way of Door County 
identifies this group of residents 
using the acronym ALICE, which 
stands for Asset Limited, Income 
Constrained, Employed; what 
many of us think of as the work-
ing poor. 64% of persons under 
age 25 in Door County fall into 
the ALICE category.  Of those 
residents age 65 and older, 42% 
are ALICE households.  United 
Way of Door County is focusing 

in our Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
(ELCA).  Within our regional 
synods they are responsible for 
providing pastoral care and 
leadership to its congregations, 
and to its ministers. The bishop 
ordains the candidates for Word 
and Sacrament and also for 
Word and Service as occurred 
here earlier this year when 
Donna Van Ramshorst was 
ordained. The bishop is 
responsible for review of and 
installation of pastors who have 
accepted a call to serve a 
congregation in our synod.  Our 
bishop oversees and 
administrates the work of the 
synod and is liaison between 
our synod and the national 
church. 
 

http://www.unitedwaydc.com/our-work/alice
http://www.unitedwaydc.com/our-work/alice
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VOLUNTEER 2 HOURS OR MORE! 
TO “RING IN” THE THANKSGIVING AND 

 CHRISTMAS SEASON! 
 

THE SALVATION ARMY’S  
 

RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN IN DOOR COUNTY, WITH HELP FROM COMPASSIONATE VOLUNTEERS LIKE 
YOU, PROVIDES EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED WITH: 

 

+ 
RENT 

FOOD 

AUTO 

UTILITIES 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

AND MANY OTHER AREAS 

$$$ 
 

PLEASE HELP THE SALVATION ARMY SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 
 

Ask others to help too!  Bring a friend, family member, a boom box of 

Christmas music, dress in uniform or holiday attire, play your flute, 

trumpet or guitar, sing carols, read poetry, etc.   
 

CALL or text Nancy at 920-883-7886 or email nakc1@icloud.com to 

RING THE BELL!   

Many locations available throughout Door County including Main Street 

Market, Walmart, Walgreens, Econo Foods and Pick ‘N Save.   

Starting November 20th through December 26th 

weekdays and weekends  

8 or 9 a.m. to 7 or 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
Please watch the brief national training video at https://f.io/ktqaXUbq to safely perform duties and engage 
with the public in this COVID-19 environment.  If you forget your mask, one will be provided.  Follow CDC, 
state and local guidelines and stay home if you exhibit COVID-19 symptoms, or have had exposure to any-
one with COVID-19 in the last 14 days. 

mailto:nakc1@icloud.com
https://f.io/ktqaXUbq
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STATEWIDE – The Wisconsin 
Council of Churches recom-
mends that churches statewide 
return to remote operations as 
the COVID-19 crisis deepens in 
Wisconsin. While today’s state 
Executive Order to limit indoor 
gatherings to 25% of building 
capacity exempts religious ser-
vices and places of worship, and 
churches are free to continue 
operations as they have been, 
the ecumenical organization rec-
ommends that that they not 
gather in person. 
 

“Our obligation as faithful people 
is not to the minimum standard, 
but to behavior that demon-
strates care for the most vulnera-
ble and the well-being of the en-
tire community,” said the Rev. 
Kerri Parker, Executive Director of 
the Wisconsin Council of Church-
es. “In view of the high level of 
COVID-19 in Wisconsin, it is nei-
ther prudent nor pastoral to 
gather groups of people togeth-
er at this time. We urge you to 
put a hold on any plans for wor-
shiping or having fellowship to-

 

CHURCHES URGED TO RETURN TO PHYSICALLY DISTANCED 

MINISTRY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Reopening Task Force met 
numerous times to work on 
criteria to reopen Bay View. 
Our first priority was the safety 
of members and staff. 

pray, provide faith formation 
and pastoral care, and address 
other community needs in ways 
that limit the risk of spreading 
COVID, to save lives and relieve 
the strain on the health system. 
We have a moral imperative to 
do so.”  
 

The Wisconsin Council of 
Churches is a network of Chris-
tian churches and faith-based 
organizations committed to 
working together across differ-
ences. Exercising holy imagina-
tion, the organization helps its 
members and friends make cou-
rageous choices that lead to-
ward peace with justice, the vi-
tality of the church, and the well
-being of neighbors. The ecu-
menical organization counts 
twenty Christian traditions repre-
senting over 2,000 congrega-
tions in its membership, and has 
been providing information and 
advice to churches during the 
COVID-19 public health crisis. Its 
resources have been shared na-
tionwide. 

cases (up 28 from the previous 
day) which puts us in the 
"Very High Activity and 
Burden Level". 
 

Below you will find the 
recommendation from the 
Council of Churches. On the 
following pages you will find 
the Reopening Criteria 
Document prepared by the 
opening task force for Bay 
View. 

gether in physical place for the 
time being.” 
 

It is estimated that approximate-
ly 25% of mainline Protestant 
churches have been offering 
worship indoors this fall, with 
others holding worship out-
doors and many continuing 
worship online. Throughout the 
pandemic, more than half of 
Christian churches the Council 
surveyed have been offering 
ministry to address the needs of 
hungry people in Wisconsin, in 
ways that protect the health and 
safety of staff, volunteers and 
people served. Other common 
church-based programs includ-
ed health-related ministries such 
as blood drives, COVID testing 
and distributing masks for the 
community. 
 

“Being a faithful people is not 
abstract; it is about applying our 
faith when it matters,” continued 
Rev. Parker. “This virus is not go-
ing to get itself under control. 
We have a responsibility to each 
other. We are able to worship, 

Recommendations from the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches 
based on Badger Bounce Back 
were used to guide our 
decisions. The Wisconsin 
Council of Churches continues 
to recommend virtual worship 
services and limited use of the 
church building due to the 
high number of COVID cases 
throughout Wisconsin. As of 
2pm on 10/23/20, Door 
County has 167 active COVID 
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APPROVED by Church Council 
9/8/2020 

 

Bay View Lutheran Church 

Reopening Criteria 

 

 

The coronavirus pandemic has challenged all of us to reconsider our daily routines. It has also 

challenged churches to continue being the Church without gathering in person. As we consider 

reopening Bay View, we must thoughtfully and carefully consider our actions while maintaining 

safety for all. 

The following criteria are recommended prior to opening Bay View for any activities, events, or 

services.  (From Badger Bounce Back, Department of Health): 

 

REOPENING CRITERIA 

1. Downward trajectory of influenza like illnesses reported within a 14 day period. 

2. Downward trajectory of COVID- like syndromic cases reported within a 14 day 

period. 

3. Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 14 day 

period. 

4. 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis standards 

of care. 

5. 95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all sympto-

matic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC guidelines. 

6. Downward trend of COVID- 19 cases among healthcare workers calculated week-

ly. 

 

Criteria two, four, and five are met on a state-wide basis as of 8/21/2020. The rest are not. Data 

specific to Door County are being sought from the Public Health department. 

As of 8/21/2020 Door County’s COVID – 19 activity rating is “HIGH”. This information is updat-

ed daily on the Door County Public Health website. 

 

BVLC Reopening Task Force - 

Pastor Beth, Jody Arbter, Steve Kase, Renee McAllister, Val Mosgaller, Nancy Ruff, John Steven-

son 
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Bay View Lutheran Church         

Building Use Agreement – COVID Attachment  
 

To maintain safety for all, the following guidelines have been established for anyone using the 

building. 

1. Access and approval requirements: 

• Application for approval must be submitted at least 30 days in advance, identifying 

the purpose and scope of building use. 

• The Fellowship Hall will be the only room available for use with a maximum capacity 

of 35 people. 

• There will be a minimum of 3 days between all scheduled events in the Fellowship 

Hall 

• Waiver of liability on behalf of user and guests must be signed by appropriate lead-

ers or persons in charge. 

• The church Property Mission Board will be responsible for cleaning the area before 

and after each use 

 

2. Physical behavior. 

• Anyone feeling ill, have been exposed to COVID-19 individuals, have compromised 

immune systems, or are at high risk of exposing others should not attend the event 

• Sign in will be required for possible contact tracing - list will be confidential. 

• At the end of your event, the attendance list should be placed in the mail slot found 

just outside the main entryway of the church building. 

• No sharing of food or drink is allowed. Participants may bring in their own individu-

al water bottles. 

• Masks are required for all participants 

• Hand sanitizer will be available upon entry into the building 

• All participants should maintain physical distancing of at least 6 feet throughout 

your event 

 

3. Limitation on use of facilities. 

• It is the responsibility of the leaders of each group meeting at Bay View to 

communicate these guidelines to every member of their group and to enforce 

them. 

• Users shall comply with event directions issued by the church.  

• Enter and exit through the main doors – all other doors will be locked and taped off. 

• Area leading to the Fellowship Hall from the main entrance will be mapped out with 

6 feet distancing and taped. All other areas of the church will be taped off and not 

accessible. 

• Bathrooms will NOT be accessible. 

• The kitchen will NOT be available. 

• The bubbler will NOT be available. 
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Event coordinators of each group using the building  

will be responsible for sharing these guidelines with all participants.  

 

Due to increased cleaning demands, there will be a $25 cleaning fee for all outside 

groups using the Fellowship Hall which will be due the day of the event. Checks should 

be made out to Bay View Lutheran Church and put in the mail slot in the entryway  

 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Bay View Lutheran Church Event and Facilities Use Waiver Agreement  
 
Assumption of the Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating to Coronavirus/COVID-19  
 
Bay View Lutheran Church has put into place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  
However, we cannot guarantee that you will avoid infection while attending the event you have requested 
to be held on church grounds.  You should understand that risk of infection by the COVID-19 virus by public 
exposure is inherent in any public venue and you accept and assume all risks of infection for you and your 
guests.   
 
Your attendance at an event permitted by the church means that you acknowledge the contagious nature 
of COVID-19.  You voluntarily assume the risk that you or any person attending this event may be exposed 
to and/or infected by COVID-19 and that exposure or infection may result in illness, physical injury or death. 
 
As a condition of your use of church grounds and facilities, you expressly release, discharge, and hold 
harmless Bay View Lutheran Church from any claim, liability, or cause of action arising out of illness, injury, 
or death caused by the COVID-19 disease resulting from attending any event. You further agree to extend 
this release and hold harmless of Bay View Lutheran Church extends to and includes the church council, 
its employees, volunteers, and legal representatives. 
 
USER IDENTIFICATION                             DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________           _____________________ 
Group Name and Authorized Agent 
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BAY VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP PROCEDURES 

 
• Once we begin in-person worship, we will start with one worship service at 8am and 

decide after that about additional worship services. 
 
• Each worship service will be limited to 50 parishioners. Pastor, accompanist, ushers, 

cameraperson and projector operator are not included in that count of 50 people.  
 
• People will sign up online using SignUpGenius in advance for a specific worship service 

on a specific day. Those without internet capability may call the church office to sign 
up. The deadline for signing up will be at noon two days before the specified worship 
service. For a Sunday worship service, the deadline to register is Friday at noon.  

 
• EVERYONE will use the main entrance to enter the building. The areas where people 

are allowed in the building will be cordoned off and appropriately signed. 
 
• Masks are REQUIRED for every person over the age of 2 who enter the building. This is 

NOT optional. 
  Masks must be worn properly covering nose and mouth.  
 Masks must be kept on at all times inside the church building.  
 Masks will be available for those who do not bring their own. 

 
• Ushers may enter the building using the main entrance 30 minutes prior to the time of 

worship. They will meet physically distanced in the narthex for instructions and an-
nouncements given by the pastor. 

 
• In the entryway, 15 minutes prior to the time of worship, ushers will begin to check 

people in who have signed up for the worship service. All are expected to physically dis-
tance and to NOT gather in groups prior to being allowed into the building.  

 
• Each person will check in with a specified usher to confirm that their name is on the 

list of people who are registered for that worship service. If someone arrives and is not 
preregistered and if there are spots still available for that worship service, they may be 
allowed in. They will then be asked a series of questions regarding their current health. 

 
• After checking in, ushers will direct people into the sanctuary. 

 People will be seated in cohabitating groups front to back entering pews from the 
left. 

 Each subsequent group will be seated at least 6 feet from prior group. 
 
• Touchless hand sanitizer stations will be placed at each door going into the sanctuary.    

Everyone will sanitize their hands as they enter the sanctuary.  
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• An offering plate station will be set up in the narthex. The offering plate(s) will then be 
locked up for 3 days prior to counting the money. 

 
• There will be no paper bulletins. We will have to work out projecting the words on to 

the screen(s) in the sanctuary. 
 
• The pastor, accompanist, ushers, cameraperson, and projector operator will wear 

masks during the entire worship service. 
 
• Each worship service will be limited to 30 minutes. There will be no singing, creed, 

sharing the peace, or communion during worship. Holy Communion may be added af-
ter the first few weeks. 

 
• Unison speaking will be limited to the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
• Ushers will dismiss people at the conclusion of the worship service. 

 People will be dismissed from back to front exiting pews from the right. 
 They will be directed to exit the door near the pastor’s office. 
 There will be no greeting by the pastor at the door as people leave. 
 Hand sanitizer stations will be available for use as people leave the sanctuary. 

 
• People will exit the building via the door next to the little food pantry off the Christian 

education wing. All are expected to physically distance and to NOT gather in groups af-
ter leaving the building. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

• The single-stall bathrooms in the choir room or the sacristy will be available for emer-
gency use only. 

 
• The nursery will be unavailable for use. 
 
• There will be no coffee hour after worship. There is to be no shared food or drink in the 

building. People can bring an individual bottle of water or cup of coffee for their own 
personal consumption. 

 
• There will be no hymnals, writing utensils, or sign-in sheets in the pews. All will be re-

moved and stored until after the pandemic is over. 
 
• All microphones and the chancel area will be cleaned and sanitized after worship.  
 
• All Sunday school classes, Bible studies, and confirmation classes will be done online. 
 
• All exterior doors that are not used for entering and exiting the building will remained 

locked during the worship service. 
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BAY VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH 

GUIDELINES FOR FUNERALS & WEDDINGS 

 

GENERAL PREPARATIONS FOR FUNERALS/WEDDINGS 

• Post clear signage in regards to social distancing, safety measures, hand sanitizing & 

washing, and wearing of masks. 

• Have hand sanitizer available upon entrance to building.  

• Close off any section of the church that is not necessary to the function/event and tape off 

any doors to rooms not needed. 

• Section off pews in sanctuary. 

• Map out clear routes of movement from entryway to fellowship hall or worship space, as 

well as exit routes. 

• Remove all materials from any areas being used including books, hymnals, papers, etc. 

• Remove any soft/porous materials when possible to ease cleaning/disinfecting. 

• Set-up sign-in station for contact tracing. 

 

FUNERALS 

• Every person over the age of 2, including those with medical exceptions, is required to 

wear a face mask at all times when in the church building. This is not optional.  

• The funeral home or the church will have masks available for those who come without.  

• Anyone feeling ill, have been exposed to COVID-19 individuals, have compromised im-

mune systems, or are at high risk of exposing others should not attend. 

• Every person attending the funeral service must sign in with contact information to allow 

for contact tracing should that be necessary. 

• There will be no visitation at the church. 

• No handshakes or hugs allowed. Everyone is expected to maintain a distance of at least 6 

feet. 

• Up to 50 people will be allowed for the funeral service.  

• The service will take about 30 minutes; people may arrive 10 minutes prior to the start of 

the service. 

• Funeral home staff will direct people into the sanctuary. 

 People will be seated in cohabitating groups front to back entering pews from the left. 

 Each subsequent group will be seated at least 6 feet from prior group. 

• There will be no singing, creed, sharing of the peace, or holy communion during the funer-

al service. 

• Pre-recorded music or live music from piano or string instrument will be allowed. No wind 

or brass instruments. 

• No more than one person in addition to the pastor will be allowed to speak during the fu-

neral service. 
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• Funeral home staff will dismiss people immediately after the funeral has concluded. 

 People will be dismissed from back to front exiting pews from the right 

 They will be directed to exit the door near the pastor’s office 

• There will be no meal, snacks, or beverages in the church building after the funeral ser-

vice.  

• Bathrooms will not be available. In case of a desperate need for a bathroom, funeral 

home staff will be made aware of what bathrooms could be used (choir room, sacristy). 

The person using the bathroom would be expected to wipe off all surfaces they touch 

with disinfectant wipes (signs will be posted & wipes provided). 

• Church will clean/disinfect after the funeral. 

• Offer Alternatives: 

 Graveside service only 

 Funeral home, small church, or graveside service now with a Memorial service after 

the pandemic 

WEDDINGS 

• Every person over the age of 2, including those with medical exceptions, is required to 

wear a face mask at all times when in the church building. This is not optional.  

• Anyone feeling ill, have been exposed to COVID-19 individuals, have compromised im-

mune systems, or are at high risk of exposing others should not attend. 

• Members of the wedding party are asked to dress prior to coming to the church. The 

church building will open for them not more than 30 minutes before the wedding ser-

vice. 

• Every person participating in or attending the wedding must sign-in with contact infor-

mation to allow for contact tracing should that be necessary. 

• There will be no snacks or beverages for the wedding party or anyone else. Each person 

may bring in their own individual water bottle. 

• The service will be about 30 minutes in length; no bathrooms will be available to 

guests. 

• Up to 50 people may be in attendance for the wedding service. This includes the mem-

bers of the wedding party, clergy, ushers, anyone helping with the service. 

• If the couple is having difficulty keeping attendance under 50, suggest the possibility of 

a drive by caravan for the additional family and friends. 

• Everyone is expected to maintain a physical distance of at least 6 feet including the 

wedding party. 

• Ushers will direct people into the sanctuary. 

 People will be seated in cohabitating groups front to back entering pews from the 

left. 

 Each subsequent group will be seated at least 6 feet from prior group. 

• There will be no singing, creed, sharing of the peace, or holy communion during the 

wedding service. 

• Pre-recorded music or live music from piano or string instrument will be allowed. No 

wind or brass instruments. 

• Only one person (in addition to the pastor) will be allowed to read passages from the 

Bible or other readings during the wedding service. 
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• Ushers will dismiss people immediately after the service is over. 

 People will be dismissed from back to front exiting pews from the right 

 They will be directed to exit the door near the pastor’s office 

• There will be no receiving line at the end of the wedding service to help ensure no crowd 

backup as people leave the church building. People are asked to leave the church 

building directly after the wedding service. 

• There will be no posing for photos inside the church before or after the wedding service. 

• There will be no meal, snacks, cake, or beverages in the church building after the wed-

ding service. 

• Church will clean/disinfect after wedding service. 

• Consider with the couple an outdoor service with social distancing. (Not sure where to 

put this.) 

 

To Be Determined 

• Projecting the service onto the big screen (wedding and funeral) 

• Webcast or recording the service (wedding and funeral) 

 Who will do it? 

 What equipment is needed? 

• What rooms the wedding party will use? What about bathroom access? (wedding only) 
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Un-Approved Church Council Minutes  
October 13, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

This meeting was by ZOOM video conferencing due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Meeting was called to order at 
7:12 PM by President Steve 
Kase. 
 

Attending:  Andy Anderson, 
Jody Arbter, Connie Baudhuin,  
Dawn Corbisier, Karen Isensee, 
Steve Kase, Lucille Kirkegaard, 
Interim Pastor Beth Macha, 
Karen Newbern  
 

Guests:  Luke Brown, Cheryl 
DeMeuse 
 

Absent:    Renee McAllister 
 

DEVOTIONS— Connie 
reminded us that “God does 
some of his best work behind 
the scenes.”  We need to trust 
in the Lord.  Romans 8:28:  “We 
know that all things work 
together for good for those 
who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.” 
 

OPEN FORUM –  
a.  Engagement of 
congregation--Luke Brown 
expressed his concerns and 
those of the Call Committee 
regarding how declining member 
engagement, programming, and 
giving are affecting our call for 
a new pastor.  He stressed that 
this crisis requires a “business 
change,” but the result will be 
positive over the long term.   
He asked that one or two 
council members help by talking 
with our synod bishop.  Lucille 
and Karen N. volunteered to do 
so.   Luke suggested 
congregation members could 
record videos of themselves 
reading scripture passages for 
weekly worship, submit photos 
for video slideshows, submit 
text or video of why they care 
about Bay View, or share a 
personal faith story.  We asked 
Cheryl what is going well at Bay 
View now.  She mentioned that 
more people are watching the 
Facebook services now and 
reading daily devotions posted 

celebrate Advent and Christmas 
during the pandemic.  Deacon 
Donna is working hard to 
increase Sunday School 
attendance; many parents are 
overwhelmed with the 
uncertainties of life, especially 
school changes, right now.  Dori 
is meeting high school students 
online for a weekly Bible study.  
Cheryl continues to work 2 
mornings in the office and the 
rest of her time from home.  
She has revamped the weekly 
update. 
The full report is filed with 
council meeting minutes.  A 
suggestion was made that fuller 
reports from staff could also be 
included in the monthly 
newsletter.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORT—Lucille 
went over the September 
reports.   
 

Receipts for August were 
$17,070; expenses were 
$23,900.  We have funds to pay 
the mortgage through April, and 
have permission to take money 
out of restricted funds if 
necessary. 
 

Lucille discussed the need to 
start work on the budget for 
2021.  All mission boards need to 
get in their estimates to her as 
soon as possible.  Since 
Personnel, Property, and Finance 
deal with the majority of the 
budget dollars, Lucille will be 
calling a meeting with the 
liaisons from these boards to 
meet jointly.  We need a hopeful 
but conservative budget.  It 
would be helpful for all board 
liaisons to be present at the 
annual meeting when the budget 
is discussed with the 
congregation. 
 

The Endowment Funds 
committee has had two meetings 
this past 

on Facebook. 
b.  Correspondence—Several 
letters from members were 
received this month regarding 
parking lot services, the desire 
to get together in person, and to 
have regular chats with the 
pastor. 
c.  Parking lot services—Karen I. 
shared the thoughts of the 
Worship Board and her 
conversations with Hainesville 
Church regarding parking lot 
services.  There was general 
agreement among the Worship 
Board that we should try 
parking lot services, though 
some concern over the cold 
weather coming, how live music 
would be handled, and whether 
we could record a service for 
online viewing at the same time, 
for those who do not go to a 
parking lot service. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 
Motion by Lucille, second by 
Connie to approve agenda, with 
the addition of “e. parking lot 
services” and “f. annual meeting” 
under New Business.  Motion 
carried. 
 

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 8, 
2020, MINUTES—Motion by 
Connie, second by Karen N. to 
approve minutes.  Motion 
carried.   
 

STAFF REPORT—Pastor Beth 
will be resuming Sunday morning 
coffee hours.  She continues to 
take part in monthly 
conversations with Door County 
pastors regarding worship and 
reopening.  Pastor Beth’s 6-
month covenant with Bay View 
expires in November and needs 
to be either reaffirmed for 6 
months or ended.  Pastor Beth 
and Deacon Donna are  teaching 
confirmation classes virtually.  
Pastor continues to work on 
updating Bay View’s constitution.  
She is thinking ahead on how to (Cont. on page 20) 
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Council minutes Cont’d (Cont. from page 19) 

 

 

month.  Both funds have 
grown well over the years. 
 

The signature card for our 
new bookkeeper needs to be 
updated.   
 

REPORTS FROM THE 
MISSION BOARDS AND 
COMMITTEES: 
 

Worship (Karen I.)--The 
Board discussed parking lot 
services this past month, 
with most members in favor, 
though some concern about 
the cold weather coming.  In 
hopes of fostering more 
togetherness of the 
congregation, the board is 
also suggesting that when 
our building fully reopens, we 
have just one service instead 
of two.  There are concerns, 
however.  Some members 
prefer contemporary music 
over traditional, and vice 
versa.   We only recently 
discontinued Saturday night 
services.  We may need to 
interview or poll members on 
one service versus two. 
 

Stewardship (Karen I.)--The 
board sent out its annual 
pledge drive letter this 
month, with a form for 
electronic funds transfer 
(EFT, “Simply Giving”) 
included.  Especially during 
this pandemic, “Simply 
Giving” eliminates the need 
to remember to send in a 
check, and makes it easier 
for the church to plan and 
budget.    
 

Youth (Karen N.)--Dori is 
doing online youth meetings 
and a Bible study.  She is 
trying to get more to 
participate, but many are 
really tired of online 
meetings.  
 

Property (Steve)--Steve 
clarified that in order to 
maintain our building 
properly, utility expenditures 

reported that ours is old, 
needs a new battery, and is 
no longer supported.  A new 
one is quite expensive, over 
$1,000.  We will hold off on 
a decision of whether or how 
to replace it, once our 
building is open again. 
c.  Building use requests-- 
The Red Cross would like to 
hold a blood drive in our 
building on Dec. 22.  The 
Reopening Committee was 
polled and they agreed to 
make an exception to allow 
the Red Cross to use our 
building.  Motion by Lucille 
to allow the Red Cross use, 
with the condition that they 
empty garbage cans at day’s 
end or else pay a $25 fee. 
Second by Jody.  Motion 
carried. 
d.  God’s Work Our Hands—
We would like to do monthly 
service projects as a 
congregation.  In 
September, we had a 
highway cleanup.  Steve has 
volunteered to coordinate a 
grounds cleanup of the 
church in October.  Jody 
had suggestions for future 
months:  November, our 
traditional food drive for 
Thanksgiving; December, our 
Christmas gift tree working 
with Head Start.  We will 
have to adapt these to safe 
pandemic guidelines, of 
course.  We ask for 
suggestions from any and all 
congregation members! 
e.  Parking lot services—We 
will survey the congregation 
regarding parking lot 
services.  Andy will do this, 
possibly using Survey 
Monkey, an online tool.  Andy 
also agreed to serve as a 
consultant on equipment 
needs for a parking lot 
service. 
f.  Annual meeting—The 
constitution requires at 
least 50 (Cont. on page 21) 

need to continue, but we are 
saving on many other 
property expenses during 
this pandemic. 
 

Learning (Jody)--The board 
is looking for ideas on how to 
get more students attending 
Sunday School.  They have 
started discussing the 
Christmas program, perhaps 
an outdoor one, with stations 
to tell the story of Jesus’ 
birth.  We have 16-20 
confirmation students, 
Hainesville and Bay View 
together.  We are hoping to 
get more 6th graders 
involved. 
 

Call committee (Luke Brown)-
-We have not received any 
new names from the synod.  
If you know of a pastor who 
might be a good fit for Bay 
View, please have her or him 
visit the ELCA website to 
apply.  Continue to pray. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Bishop’s letter on financial 
support—Lucille will write up 
something this month for the 
congregation to highlight 
what the synod does and how 
to send them a donation if 
you wish.  Bay View as a 
church also continues to send 
the synod a monthly 
offering. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a.   Synod Assembly report— 
Lucille noted that, unlike 
some denominations, we in 
the ELCA, laity and clergy,  
democratically elect our 
bishops.   Anne Edison-
Albright was elected on 
September 26.  Bishops 
provide leadership to 
congregations, help churches 
solve problems, serve as a 
pastor to pastors, and help 
us in calling a new pastor. 
b.   AED defibrillator—Steve 
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Young Girl 
 

“Even if I knew that tomorrow 
the world would go to pieces, I 
would still plant my apple tree.” 
---Martin Luther 
 

Social distancing and masking 
did not prevent Steve and me 
from enjoying the magnificent 
colors of the trees in Door 
County this past Sunday; not to 
mention the glorious sunshine 
and warm temperatures.  God is 
still providing us with day to day 
joys. 
 

So make your plans and plant 
your apple trees. We can hope 
for a better tomorrow, but we 
can live for a good today. 
 

God bless you with many things 
to be grateful for this 
Thanksgiving. 

 

members to be present in 
person at the annual meeting.  
Lucille will ask the synod for 
suggestions on how to adapt 
and conduct this meeting 
during the pandemic. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 Next meeting date and 

time:  November 10, 2020 
@ 7:00 PM, to be conducted 

Beth led us in the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 
9:25. 
 

A short closed meeting 
followed to discuss a 
performance evaluation for 
our pastor. 

are useless.  We need not 
spend them consumed by the 
presence of the virus. We get 
each day as a gift. Let’s not 
waste it on worry. 
 

So many words have been 
written about hope. I found a 
few that gave me 
encouragement to enjoy the 
here and now: 
 

“There is a saying in Tibetan, 
'Tragedy should be utilized as 
a source of strength.' 
No matter what sort of 
difficulties, how painful 
experience is, if we lose our 
hope, that's our real disaster.”  
― Dalai Lama XIV 
 

“I don’t think of all the misery, 
but of the beauty that still 
remains.” 
--- Anne Frank, The Diary of a 

As I see it, we are living on 
hope.  Unless something 
remarkable has changed 
between October 15 and the 
issuing of this newsletter, we are 
still in the uncertain and 
frightening world of Covid-19. 
 

And though I hate to even 
think, much less write about 
Covid, our lives are inundated 
with it to the extent that we can 
think of nothing else without 
considering it. 
 

So, we live on hope. Hope has 
always been a part of the 
human life. We want things to 
get better so we hope for that. 
We also pray and work for that, 
but with Covid, all we can do is 
pray and hope for a cure or a 
successful control.  
 

That doesn’t mean these days 

 

 

 

 

/ 

by Zoom video 
conferencing. 

 Devotions for next 
meeting:  Lucille 

 Visitor Articles (including 
council meeting minutes) 
are due to Cheryl by 
October 26, 2020. 

 

ADJOURNMENT-- Pastor 

 



 

 

Sun-Nov1 
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live 
9:30am Sunday School 
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast 
 

Tues-Nov 3 
Elections 
 

Wed-Nov 4 
6:30pm Confirmation 
 

Sun-Nov 8 
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live 
9:30am Sunday School 
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast 
 

Mon-Nov 9 
9:30am Donna-1st call 
 conference 
6:00pm Staff meeting 
 

Tues-Nov 10 
8:30am Donna-1st call 
 Conference 
5:15pm  Finance Committee 
7:00pm Church Council 
 

Wed-Nov 11 
6:30pm Confirmation 
 

Sun-Nov 15 
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live 
9:30am Sunday School 
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast 
 

Tues-Nov 17 
3:00pm LEM 
6:30pm Ladies Bible Study 
 

Wed-Nov 18 
6:30pm Confirmation 
 

Sun-Nov 22 
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live 
9:30am Sunday School 
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast 
 

Mon-Nov 23 
4:00pm Staff meeting 
 

Tues-Nov 24 
7:00pm Learning Board 
 

Wed-Nov 25 
6:30pm Confirmation 

Thurs-Nov 26 
Thanksgiving 
 

Sun-Nov 29 
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live 
9:30am Sunday School 
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD EITHER 
BY TELECOFERENCE OR VIRTUALLY 
(ZOOM OR ANOTHER FORM) 
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