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October 2020

PASTOR BETH MACHA
I had a wedding at
Boynton Chapel on
September 11. I had
been contacted by the
couple a year ago. The
bride is from an ELCA
congregation outside
Madison and was
looking for a local Door
County pastor for the
wedding. After we
talked, I agreed to do
the wedding.

The couple came to
worship at Bay View
last winter, and we sat
afterward to talk and to
make some wedding
plans. Some of you met
them that day. As we
talked that day, one of
the questions I asked
them was why they
had chosen to get
married on September
11. Most people steer
away from that date
because of the memory
of the terrorist attacks
19 years ago. When I
asked the question,
they looked at each
other, smiled, and
replied that they
wanted to make
something positive out
of something evil. I love
that!

That statement tells
you a lot about this
young couple. They are
very sweet and positive
and concerned about
the people and world
around them. Initially
at that first meeting,
they were concerned
because Boynton
Chapel only holds
about 35 people at full
capacity. They were
working on plans on
how to include and
incorporate people into
their wedding
celebration if only 35
people could attend
the service. They were
working on special
plans for their wedding
reception.
Fast forward a few
months, and the
pandemic hit. I emailed
the bride to find out
how they were doing
and what they were
thinking about the
wedding ceremony. So
many other couples
decided to postpone
their weddings. But not
this couple. They still
wanted to celebrate
their love for one
another with their

closest family and
friends. That turned
out to be 23 people,
just immediate family,
godparents, and the
wedding party.
Still only 23 people in a
chapel that only holds
35 people was
impossible when
keeping physical
distancing in mind.
Therefore, they went to
plan B. Most of the
wedding ceremony
was held outside in
front of the chapel.
Then the couple, their
parents, and the best
man and best woman
went inside the chapel
for the final prayer,
blessing, and kiss. (The
happy couple was
quite willing to reenact
the kiss for the rest of
the people who waited
outside the chapel.)
Everyone except the
bride and groom had
facemasks on for the
entire ceremony.
It was such a beautiful
celebration. The couple
got to celebrate their
precious love for one
another, even if it

wasn’t with the
original plan. They
reclaimed a day when
we all mourn as a day
made for good. Even
amid COVID19 when
so many people have
had to change or
cancel plans, this
young couple made it
work. I really
celebrated with them
that day. It was a
definite ray of joy and
hope amid 2020.
We need more good
news shared with one
another. If you have
any such stories, please
send them to Cheryl.
We are trying to
incorporate that kind
of news in the
newsletter. We would
(Cont. on page 9)
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L. I.G.H.T. October 2020
Bay View Lutheran Church
340 W Maple St
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Join us Sunday mornings
9:30 am-10:00 am via zoom.
All children age 3 through 5th
grade are welcome! The link will be
sent in an email along with
material that families can use at
home. This is a fun way that the
students can interact as they
together grow their faith.
Not comfortable with Zoom or
weekend plans kept you from
joining? No worries! There will be
a Face Book live Sunday School
lesson on Mondays each week at
3:30 pm. It will be placed on the
Bay View Youth FB page, so it can
be viewed at your
convenience.

THE HOME PAGE
ALL YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY
INFORMATION IN ONE PLACE

CONFIRMATION

Deacon Donna Van Ramshorst
Director of Faith Formation
youth@bvlc.org
920 495-0621
Confirmation class has begun
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm via
zoom. If you haven’t alreadyPlease get Confirmation
registration forms and the yearly
fee of $25. to Donna! They may
be placed in the mailbox slot in
the front entryway of church.
6th graders who have not
gotten their Bibles and study
books yet-please contact Donna
to arrange delivery or pick up.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Dori Arbter
High School
Youth Director
youthworker@bvlc.org
Virtual High School
Bible Study
Starting Wednesday,
October 7th
7:00 pm

Zoom link coming soon
All current High School Youth
received mail from Dori
in September.
Read, reflect, and discuss
with your families!
Think about what High School
Youth Group means to you.
Call or email Dori with
your thoughts today!
“Let no one despise your youth,
but set an
example in speech, and conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

Volunteers are needed to
assist with Sunday School. I just
cannot do this important work
alone.
Confirmation students-earn
service points!
Are you shut in and feeling
discouraged? We will help you
navigate Zoom and by serving you
WILL be richly blessed!

Contact Donna if you are
willing and able to help.
SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Minister to our youth by sending
Birthday cards. All material is
provided and postage paid by
church. Contact Donna to learn
more! 920 495-0621 text or
leave message or email at
youth@bvlc.org
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SAY, PRAY AND BLESS
FOR FAMILIES
Scripture verse for the month:
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death. Philippians 3:10 (NRSV)
A Prayer for the Month:
Almighty God, help us to trust that in your death there is eternal life and in suffering there is the power of
love through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
Nurturing God, we thank you for this food; help us to use food wisely so that others may have enough to eat. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you to know Christ and the power of his resurrection. (Philippians 3:10)
© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

Important Dates
Confirmation: Every Wednesday night 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom.
Sunday School: Every Sunday morning 9:30-10:00 am via Zoom for 3 year olds-5th graders. Mondays at 3:30
pm-Face Book live Sunday School on Bay View Youth page.
HS Youth group Bible study: Starting Wednesday, October 7th via Zoom!

Ladies of all ages! Do you miss interacting with other women?
Do you thirst for some spiritual living water? I want to start a bi-weekly zoom ladies Bible study, discussion
and prayer time. Are you interested? Looking for ideas. Is there a book, a topic or study you would like to discuss with others?
Contact Deacon Donna at youth@bvlc.org
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“GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS”
On September 20th, as part of God's Work/Our Hands, eight
people performed roadside cleanup along County Road
S. Nancy Ruff, Adele Douglass, Steve Kase, Lois Hanson,
Kathy Nichols, Dallas Nichols, Karen Isensee, and Kerry
Isensee spent a couple hours on Sunday morning meeting
Bay view's commitment to clean a two-mile stretch of the
highway.

I have been thinking about ‘God’s Work, Our Hands!’ Lately I
have been on the receiving end, realizing how blessed I
am. Here are some examples of being God’s Hands.
The guys said they would come back in a few days to check
how their large fans and humidifiers were drying the rug.
Two days later the doorbell rang just as I was getting out of
the shower. I knew I could not go to the door right
then. Looked out the window and saw the Sunrise Hill truck. Oh no! Several hours later, when they
returned, I was quick to the door ready to apologize for making them come a second time. ” You’re OK!”
Relief and concern were obvious in the man's voice. “I’ve been so worried! If you did not answer the door
this time, I was calling Connie and tell her to get over here and check on her mother!
Thank you, Greg Edwards, for making me feel safe and cared for!
Cards. Some from friends I see often, some from old friends who I don’t see often enough (How does that
happen in our small town?), some from folks I know just a little, and the Christ the King Episcopal church
prayer list. Each one was special and enjoyed.
Friends who call just to visit and who do the small things that are so hard right now… put the garbage cans
out at the road and back into the yard after pick-up, water the garden, pick-up small groceries and
prescriptions, recommend and deliver books to read and return them to the library, mail a package.
Volunteers who deliver Meals-on-Wheels
ADRC kitchen who makes the meals.
Volunteers who help you at Neighbor-to-Neighbor to select the equipment you need.
Neighbor-to-Neighbor -the organization itself with its amazing array of loan-free medical equipment.
CNAs, LPNs, housekeeping staff who work at the Dorchester
Submitted by: Lucille Kirkegaard
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Message from the call
Dear Bay View Congregation –
We have not received any new
pastoral candidate names from
our synod office. I ask for your
continued assistance; if you
know of a pastor who may be a
great fit for Bayview, please
encourage them to apply
here: https://www.elca.org/CallProcess/Current-Openings This
step facilitates the connection
between the candidate and our
local synod office. Please
continue your prayers for the
work of the call

committee, our next pastor,
and our Bay View
congregation. Be well.

Kindly,
Luke Brown (Call Committee
Chair)

CLEANER WANTED - Bayview is
looking to hire a cleaning service
to provide regular cleaning and
sanitation services. We would
like to secure a professional
cleaning or housekeeping
service for periodic cleaning at
present and also in anticipation
of reopening when we return to
open worship services.
Information on the scope of
cleaning requirements is
available upon request. If
interested, please contact the
church office by phone or email:
(920)743-4705
bayview@bvlc.org

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL
September 2020

The council received an
important contribution from the
Church Reopening Task Force
this past week. They have
worked diligently to recommend
the steps for restarting worship
and allowing access for a wide
range of activities that use the
church on a regular basis. The
recommendation for reopening
and use of the church was
submitted and approved at the
Council meeting on September
8th. We will share the
approved policy and procedures
and those of you with questions
or suggestions are encouraged
to contact me or any council
member through the church
office.
On the current financial
situation, expenses continue to

exceed monthly donations. We
are looking for options to
refinance our mortgage loan to
reduce payments, but still have
sufficient funds to continue
payments through the balance
of the year. You are encouraged
to continue your donations and
consider an increase during this
time of special need.
The council received two
applications to attend the Synod
Assembly by virtual appearance
on Saturday, September 26th. In
addition Pastor Beth and
Deacon Donna will also be
attending so Bay View will be
well represented! There is much
to discuss and we will look
forward hearing all about it in
the coming month.

As we move into the fall, please
pray for the Call Committee as
they continue their efforts to
identify and interview potential
pastors to guide us into our
future.
Yours in Christ,
Steve Kase, President
Bay View Church Council
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Best of luck to Paula!
With the time we were unable
to give Paula an in-person
good- bye but we were able to
show our appreciation with a
card shower and gifts.
Thank you Paula for everything
you have done!

flowers and gift card. I
appreciate each of you taking
the time to send your kind
words of thanks and
encouragement. A special
thank you to Cheryl for her
help and support over the
years!
Blessings,
Paula Sullivan

We are sorry to say good bye to
Paula as our bookkeeper. She
has done a marvelous job
behind the scenes keeping our
books in order. She will truly be
missed!

A huge
THANK
YOU to
everyone
that sent
cards and/
or contributed to my beautiful

BOOK CLUB
Bay View Book Club has been canceled for October 7, 2020
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U n - A p p rov e d C h u rc h C o u n c i l M i n u t e s
September 8, 2020 - 7:00 pm
This meeting was by ZOOM video conferencing due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Meeting was called to order at
7:09 by President Steve Kase.

(Full report filed with council
meeting minutes)

hard to get those classes and
activities going again.

Attending: Andy Anderson, Jody
Arbter, Connie Baudhuin, Dawn
Corbisier, Karen Isensee, Steve
Kase, Lucille Kirkegaard, Interim
Pastor Beth Macha, Karen
Newbern

FINANCIAL REPORT—Lucille went
over the August reports.

Call Committee (written update
from Luke Brown, chair)--We
currently have no candidates,
though three persons were
interviewed recently. Keep
praying for the call committee, our
next pastor, and Bay View.

Excused: Renee McAllister
DEVOTIONS—Karen Isensee read
an article from an old issue of
Thrivent magazine, “Why
Lutherans Do What We Do,” a
somewhat humorous look at
why we protect our pew seats,
have potlucks with Jell-O, etc.,
but are grounded in our Christian
faith in our everyday lives and
believe in the grace of God and
service, for everyone. What
changes and what doesn’t
during these unprecedented
times?

OPEN FORUM – None
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –
Motion by Karen N., second by
Andy to approve agenda, with a
correction in the date that Visitor
articles are due. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF August 11, 2020,
MINUTES—Motion by Andy,
second by Dawn to approve
minutes. Motion carried.
STAFF REPORT—Pastor Beth
continues to prepare the church
for reopening by removing
hymnals and other items from
the sanctuary, moving chairs
from sitting areas outside the
sanctuary doors, etc. She is
working with the Reopening Task
Force and conferencing with
area pastors. At this time, only
the staff has permission to be in
the building. Deacon Donna is
preparing for the start of Sunday
School and confirmation classes.

Receipts for August were $21,
114; expenses were $23,006.
We have funds to pay the
mortgage through March.
Though we had four months
when we did not have to pay the
mortgage, we are now back on
track. We did have to pay interest
during those months.
It is time to start considering the
budget for 2021, which will be
difficult during the pandemic, with
so many unknowns. Boards
should try to get their best
estimates to Finance in time for
the October council meeting so
we can review them at the
November meeting.
The Anderson Endowment Fund
is independent from the church
budget, and designated for
education uses. Lucille should
know by October 1st how much is
available to be spent in 2021.
REPORTS FROM THE MISSION
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES:
Most boards did not meet this
month.
Property (Steve)--With the building
being closed, the board is
spending less. Renee McAllister is
willing to clean the church on an
“as needed” basis while the
building is closed, but we will
need to hire a regular cleaner
once reopened.
Learning (Jody)-- Deacon Donna
has gotten little response from
families regarding upcoming
Sunday School (Sept. 13) and
confirmation classes (Sept. 16), but
she and the board are working

OLD BUSINESS:
Reopening Task Force –-We
reviewed the draft document
prepared by the Reopening Task
Force on procedures for reopening
Bay View. It covers criteria for
reopening (based on Badger
Bounce Back and the Department
of Public Health), a COVID-19
attachment to our Building Use
Agreement, a waiver of liability
agreement related to COVID-19,
guidelines for in-person worship,
and guidelines for weddings and
funerals. Motion by Karen
Newbern, second by Andy to
accept the policy as proposed,
with the exception of alreadyapproved uses of the building (Red
Cross in September, voting in
November). Motion carried.
A big thank you to the task force
for the many hours and deep
thought they have put into
creating this document! Task force
members are Pastor Beth, Jody
Arbter, Steve Kase, Renee
McAllister, Val Mosgaller, Nancy
Ruff, and John Stevenson.
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Synod Assembly delegates—
Renee McAllister and Lucille
Kirkegaard have volunteered to be
Bay View representatives at the
assembly to be held virtually on
Saturday, Sept. 26.
b. Bishop’s letter on financial
support – Bishop
(Cont. on page 8)
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(Cont. from page 7)

Council minutes Cont’d

Mansholt has sent an appeal
for financial support to all
congregations in the East
Central Synod. Lucille will
write up something for the
congregation to highlight
what the synod does and how
to send them a donation. Bay
View as a church continues to
send a monthly benevolence,
but some churches have not
been able to, so synod receipts
are down this year.
c. Building use permits—There
will be a blood drive in the
fellowship hall in September
and city voting in November.
d. God’s Work. Our Hands.-This event is typically held the
Sunday after Labor Day, which
is September 13 this year.

There are no plans in place for
a single day or group effort
this year, but we know many
members are doing service
projects on their own. We
plan to do highway cleanup
on County S in September,
safely socially distanced. We
encourage others to share
what they are doing through
words and photos sent to the
office for sharing in
congregational updates or
newsletters, or to our
Facebook page. Your actions
might inspire others to do
likewise in serving our
community. You can even
remain anonymous if you
want, but send us your ideas!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next meeting date and time:
October 13, 2020 @ 7:00 PM,
to be conducted by Zoom
video conferencing.
Devotions for next meeting:
Connie

Visitor Articles (including
council meeting minutes) are
due to Cheryl by September
15, 2020.

ADJOURNMENT-- Pastor Beth
led us in prayer. Motion to
adjourn by Connie, second by
Karen I. Motion carried and
meeting adjourned at 8:36
PM.

The Rev. Anne Edison-Albright
Elected Bishop of the East Central
Synod of Wisconsin

On September 26th the East Central Synod of Wisconsin gathered
virtually for the 2020 Synod Assembly. The Rev. Anne EdisonAlbright was elected Bishop of
the synod on the 5th ballot with
a total of 151 votes. The entirety
of the synod assembly proceeding along with the complete results of the election for Bishop
can be found on the synods
website at www.ecsw.org
Bishop-Elect Anne EdisonAlbright currently serves as the
Director of College Ministries and
College Pastor at Luther College
in Decorah, IA. She has served
the Luther College community
since 2016. She previously served
as pastor at Redeemer Lutheran

Church in Stevens Point, WI, her
first call, from 2010-2016. Her
pastoral ministry in both Wisconsin and Iowa have been marked
by passion for ecumenical and
interfaith collaboration; community organizing; faith formation
for all ages; collegiality and joy in
bringing congregations together; and encouraging and equipping lay and rostered leaders.
The Rev. Edison-Albright has also served as a hospital chaplain,
a pastoral intern at the international congregation in Bratislava,
Slovakia, and a summer missionary/English teacher in Chu
Zhou, China. Before becoming a
pastor Anne was a high school
English and English as a Second
Language teacher in Houston,
TX.
Anne received Bachelor of Arts
degrees in English and journalism from Michigan State University in East Lansing, MI (2003)

and an MDiv from Yale Divinity
School in New Haven, CT
(2008). She’s married to Sean
Edison-Albright and mom to
Walter and Sally. She enjoys gardening, baking, embroidery and
listening to podcasts to refresh
and renew her. Following her
election as bishop she stated,
“Coming back to the East Central Synod of Wisconsin feels like
coming home, and I am looking
forward to reconnecting and
also getting to know the synod
in a very new way. I am honored
and grateful for the opportunity
to serve alongside you as bishop; to encourage and equip you
as leaders and to be part of the
good and vital work you are doing every day. I am deeply
thankful for the ministry and
leadership of Bishop Mansholt,
and pray for transition blessings
for him and Anita and the whole
family. I ask for prayers for me,
Sean, Walter and Sally, too!”
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We are the Church. .
“The church is not a building;
the church is not a steeple;
the church is not a resting place;
the church is a people.
I am the church! You are the
church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus,
all around the world!
Yes, we're the church together!
Sometimes the church is
marching;
sometimes it's bravely burning,
sometimes it's riding, sometimes
hiding;
always it's learning.”
Right now we have to
remember these words. The
church is us, the people. We are
not able to worship together in

Ann Marie Heinz
a building, but we are able to
follow Jesus’ teachings. We
can love, share, care and
display our Christian values
every day. Christian principles
are needed now more than
ever. We must take every
opportunity to showcase
them.
We could say the church is
hiding. The building is closed
and our fellowship is all but
forgotten. However, as the
words of the hymn tell us, the
church is always learning. We
are learning how to keep our
faith powerful and our church
family connections strong. We
are learning how to keep our
church together during a
pandemic. It’s a new road for

us all, but we have to keep
working at it.
Take time this week to connect
with just one of your church
family members. Some folks are
pretty isolated, or their social
circle doesn’t regularly include
members of Bay View. When
we are in church together, we
have fellowship with people we
may not see otherwise. Choose
someone you chat with at
church and give them a call or
an email or a text. Or even send
them a card. Just do something
to keep our church family
relationships alive.
“We are the church together.”
We need to reach out to one
another to remind us of that.

Pastor beth macha (cont’d)
(Cont’d from page 1)

love to hear from you and to
share your stories.
In the meantime, we continue to
be connected by faith, even if we

are not together physically. I
hope to see you all sooner
rather than later. Please feel free
to contact me. My e-mail
address is pastorbeth@bvlc.org.

You can also call or text my cell
phone: 920-562-2853.
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Beth Macha
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun-Oct 4
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast
Wed-Oct 7
6:30pm Confirmation
7pm High School Bible Study
Sun-Oct 11
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Oct 12
4:00pm Staff meeting
Tues-Oct 13
7:00pm Church Council
Wed-Oct 14
6:30pm Confirmation
Sun-Oct 18
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast

Wed-Oct 21
6:30pm Confirmation
Sun-Oct 25
8:00am Worship-Facebook Live
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Oct 26
4:00pm Staff meeting
Tues-Oct 27
7:00pm Learning Board
Wed-Oct 28
6:30pm Confirmation
Sat-Oct 31
Halloween
ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD EITHER
BY TELECOFERENCE OR VIRTUALLY
(ZOOM OR ANOTHER FORM)
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