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PRELUDE: Janet Anderson 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: BASED ON PSALM 1 
 

With joy and delight we gather to praise our Holy God! 
With reverence and awe, we approach our Gracious God. 
We give thanks that God understands us, and does not 
want us to be that which we were never created to 
become! 
 

Creating God, you call us to worship you as your children, 
made in your image, with a divine spark within each of us. 
We give thanks that God understands us, and encourages 
us to grow in our knowledge of God’s awesome holiness. 
 

Glorious God, you invite us to sink our roots deep into your love 
and holiness, and to grow stronger each day in our faith in you. 
We give thanks that God understands us, and that the 
fruits 
we bear are consistent with what God created us to 
become. 
We gather to worship and praise our supporting and 
caring God. Amen.  
 
 

OPENING PRAYER: BASED ON JOHN 17 
from One in Love and Mission, written by Rev. Susan A. Blain 
(adapted).  Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship 
Ways archive. 
 

Mysterious God, 
You reveal yourself in Jesus, your Beloved Child 
who gives us a glimpse your glory 
and invites us to share in the unity of all that is Holy: 
the holiness that is You, your creation,  your people, 
united in the Spirit that breaks through all boundaries of fear and 
injustice. 
Meet us here today, O Unity, and teach us to be one: 
One in love for each other 
One in understanding with all who find in Jesus the Way to You 
One in peace with all who find other paths to your Truth. 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, whose fervent prayer was 
ever: 
“May they all be one.” 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION: BASED ON JOHN 17 
written by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on her Liturgies 
Online website. 
 

Merciful God, Jesus' life, and the manner of his death 
demonstrated that there was literally no limit to his love. Living a 
human life, as we do, he demonstrated how the values of your 
kingdom are different from the world's values and how your 
standards are different from the world's standards. We live in the 
world also, and are exposed to all the trials and temptations that 
the world's values and standards place on us as Christians. So we 
welcome Jesus' prayer for his disciples—his prayer also for 
us.  Jesus prayed that his followers would be one as he and God 
are one. 
 

Forgive us when we contribute to disunity or conflict in 
any of our relationships with one another. 
Jesus prayed that God would keep and protect us from the 
influence of evil. 
 

Forgive us for blaming you, O God, for distressing or 
difficult times and for believing that we can deal with 
problems in our own strength. 
 

Jesus prayed that his disciples would be made and kept holy by 
the truth of the gospel—the reality of God's love for all people—
revealed in Jesus and experienced through the Holy Spirit. 
 

Keep us holy, O God, and empower us to be faithful 
witnesses of the truth of the gospel as long as we live. As 
Jesus' disciples and in his name we pray. Amen 
 
 

GATHERING SONG:  Open the Eyes of My Heart 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God,  
 

you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our 
joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the 
crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 
16Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus — 17for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry." 21So one of the men who 
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until 
the day when he was taken up from us — one of these must 
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become a witness with us to his resurrection." 23So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know 
everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." 26And they cast 
lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL: 1 John 5:9-13 
 

The holy gospel according to 1 John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; 
for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 
10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their 
hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by 
not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 
Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 
not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 
of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 



6 

 
CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Paul (Jacobson), Donovan (Antholt), Vicki (Wittenberg), Mimi 
(Zinngrabe), Janet (Mickelson), Deanne & Chris (Schafer), 
Kevin & Cathy (Clark), Steven (Leek), Dan (Coyhis), Sasha 
(Hill), Fred & Darlene (Kirch), Sandy (Scott-Cota), David 
(Slamka), Rusty (Feld), Shelby (Swiggum), Kayla (Fleury), Rich 
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(Mickelson), Marlene (Zeller), Carl (Scholz), Dan (Reichel), 
Tysha (Osborne), Dale (Lyndahl), Beth (Jacobson). 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Body of Christ Given for you 
The Blood of Christ Shed for you 
 

Please consume your elements  
  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Peace Like a River 

 
 
 
 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
a closing benediction for the seventh Sunday of Easter. It was 
written by Peter L. Haynes. 
 

May God protect you through your time of trial. 
May the love of Christ, 
seen in what he did, and 
heard in what he said, 
fill you with joy and hope. 
May the Holy Spirit advocate for you, 
leading into all truth, 
lighting the way of faith, and 
strengthening you to follow Jesus, 
so that you will become 
like a strong, young tree, 
growing deep and 
bearing much fruit. 
Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

POSTLUDE: Janet Anderson 
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