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PRELUDE: Janet Anderson 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: COMING OF THE SPIRIT 
Written by John Bucki, and posted on the Center of Concern 
website. 
 

The coming of the Spirit transforms the Christian community. 
       Locked doors are opened. 
       Fear is replaced by courage. 
       Peace is proclaimed. 
       The power to forgive sins is present. 
       Those who were afraid now speak up boldly. 
       Thousands hear the message in their own language. 
 

The coming of the Spirit is reflected in our social values. 
 

In a world of racism and xenophobia and fear of immigrants, 
the Spirit speaks to people of every nation under heaven. 
 

In a world of fear and doubt and confusion, 
the Spirit inspires people to open the doors and speak out 
especially about issues of justice and peace. 
 

In a world of selfishness, competition, and control, 
the Spirit gives out gifts that are shared for the benefit of all 
especially those who are poor or in need. 
 

In a world with war, violence and terrorism, 
the Spirit proclaims a message of peace and reconciliation to all. 
 

In a world of economic problems, 
the Spirit reminds us that the things of the world are meant to be 
shared by all 
and are to be used for the common good. 
 

In a world where the environment is abused and overused, 
the Spirit calls to reform how we live and to use the earth with 
care and love. 
 

In a world of ideology and prejudice, 
The Spirit calls us to think about things in a new way. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER: OPENING THE WINDOWS 
Terri on the RevGalBlogPals’ A Place for Prayer blog. 
 

O God, You who are always doing a new thing, 
we confess that we sometimes close windows 
against the fresh air of new ideas, 
against the noise of other people’s worries, 
against the winds of change. 
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God of every place and time, 
we confess that we often draw the curtains 
against people who are different, 
against world news or community concerns. 
 

Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes, 
our shuttered churches, 
the security systems on our hearts. 
Open up our lives, 
and let your Spirit blow through. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: IGNORING THE VISION 
Written in 1998 by Katherine Hawker for the Evangelical United 
Church of Christ. Posted on Liturgy Outside. 
 

For ignoring the vision 
breathed by the living Spirit 
churning deep within our souls; 
Lord have mercy, 
Lord have mercy, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

For refusing to look at the vision 
alive within those 
who look or act or sound different from us; 
Christ have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

For choosing familiarity, ease, and comfort 
rather than risking the opportunities 
afforded in the vision 
Lord have mercy, 
Lord have mercy, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
 

GATHERING SONG: Shine Jesus Shine 
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
collection of prayers posted on the Worship@North website 
 

O Parent of all peoples, 
breathe your Holy Spirit on us 
that we may see the peace 
and be filled with the joy 
of the risen Christ. 
  
Teach us how to speak his words of forgiveness 
so that we can be your agents of reconciliation 
in a broken and troubled world. Amen. 
 
 

READING: Romans 8:22-27 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 
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sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent 
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he 
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this 
world has been condemned. 
  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are 
to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Spirit of Gentleness vs 1 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Remembering in our prayers:  
 

Paul (Jacobson), Donovan (Antholt), Vicki (Wittenberg), Mimi 
(Zinngrabe), Janet (Mickelson), Deanne & Chris (Schafer), 
Kevin & Cathy (Clark), Steven (Leek), Dan (Coyhis), Sasha 
(Hill), Fred & Darlene (Kirch), Sandy (Scott-Cota), David 
(Slamka), Rusty (Feld), Shelby (Swiggum), Kayla (Fleury), Rich  
(Mickelson), Marlene (Zeller), Carl (Scholz), Dan (Reichel), 
Tysha (Osborne), Dale (Lyndahl), Beth (Jacobson), John 
(Wiess). 
 
 

OFFERING: LITANY OF THANKS 
written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith 
  
Holy One, 
you have given yourself to us 
in Creator, in Christ, in the Spirit. 
We now give back to you: 
this money that seems so little; 
this worship that seems so small; 
these words that never quite get it right. 
Receive what we offer 
and transform it by the power of your Spirit into: 
enough money, 
sufficient praise, 
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worthy words 
for proclaiming and enacting 
your peace, justice, and love in the world. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Body of Christ Given for you 
The Blood of Christ Shed for you 
 

Please consume your elements  
  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING SONG: This Little Light of Mine 
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BENEDICTION: TIME OF PANDEMIC  
Rev. Nora Vedress, Pastor at Calvary United Church in Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
 

So now we leave this space of worship 
And while so much of the road ahead is uncertain, 
the path constantly changing, 
we know some things that are as solid and sure 
as the ground beneath our feet, 
and the sky above our heads. 
 

We know God is love. 
We know Christ’s light endures. 
 

We know the Holy Spirit this there, 
found in the space between all things, 
closer to us than our next breath, 
binding us to each other, 
until we meet we again, 
 

Go in peace. 
 
 

POSTLUDE: Janet Anderson 
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