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Sermon                              Easter 7                         May 16, 2021 

The sermon for the 8 & 9 am services. 

This week has been a tough week. I am not going to lie. 

It has been a very busy week with scheduled meetings, unscheduled meetings, many one-on-one 

meet ups that arisen out of the meetings. Much of this had to deal with the new guidelines, 

recommendations and news that came from the CDC. It was also Synod Assembly weekend 

which meant sitting at the desk watching the computer screen for 12 hours because we are still 

virtual and I really just want to be done with virtual. 

One of the aspects that came out of Friday nights session was “decision fatigue” and I can really 

resonate with that. In my previous call, we walked through the process of re-opening and then 

now in my new call; here at Bay View, we are walking through the process and it is tiring. 

Decisions are tough. No matter what decision is made, individuals are going to love and hate 

what we decide and there will be people upset and there may even be people who are willing to 

throw the towel in and say, “I am done”. 

Our Acts reading today, dealt with decision making. With the death of Judas, the church and 

disciples were looking to replace him. Two men were nominated, Joseph Barsabbas and 

Matthias. They then casted lots. It kind of reminds me of when we were on the basketball court 

and we drew straws to see what the two teams would be. Maybe, that is what we can do here at 

Bay View, next year for council, we will draw straws or cast lots. I am kidding. I needed some 

light humor. 

Matthias is elected and even though it may seem to be done in an unorthodox manner, a decision 

was made in the accordance with the will of God for the mission of the church. 

Richard Jensen believes that when most individuals read this passage, they turn it upon 

themselves and wonder how to discern God’s will for my life. 

I know that many times in my life, I have wrestled with that. God, where do you want me to be, 

what do you want me to serve. Obviously, last Fall and Winter, I was in that space as I was 

trying to discern if I was going to leave my call and if so, which call should I explore and accept. 

Now, let me go back to the tough week. As the pastor of Bay View, I am working with the Task 

Force, Full Council and the Executive Committee to help make wise choices and decisions on 

our next steps. Maybe, you can state, we are trying to discern what is the will of God in this 

situation. Then, in addition to these groups, I have met with church members from across the 

board trying to listen to their input and discern. 

Going back to Richard Jensen, he shared three aspects of discerning God’s will. I will not share 

with you all three but I will highlight his first point. Please hear his words: 

All the decisions we make about our lives ought to be framed within these two great 

commandments. Our lives are not our own to do with as we please. We are called to love God by 

loving our neighbor. This is the framework in which our lives ought to be lived. 

Dear Beloved Church Community, I want to once again, be very open and frank with you. I 

would love to throw the masks away or have a big mask-burning party. But, to me, it is not YET 

the time to do so. We, as a church, still have to frame our decisions for our WHOLE community. 

This means that we need to extend extra grace and extra care for the whole body of Christ. So, 
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yes, I would love for us to go into our worship services next week and put the mask aside and 

sing our hearts out. I desperately want and yearn for that, even though I cannot sing worth a lick. 

But, I don’t think it is time yet. 

The CDC guidelines that came out this past weekend might throw a wrench into some of the 

discussion and discernment. The guidelines are for individuals and not groups. As a church, we 

will have vaccinated and non-vaccinated individuals gathering. 

I want you to know that the task force and the executive committee will be working very hard on 

our next steps. They both will be meeting this week. Please be patient with them and pray for 

them as this is NOT easy. 

We will be discussing in-person worship protocols and group meetings where everyone in that 

group meeting is vaccinated. Once a decision is made, I promise that I will get that information 

into your hands. 

Now, I want to take a big pause, breath deeply and briefly share with you about the 1 John 

passage and what happened last night and what is happening inside our sanctuary at 10:30 am. 

There are 3 key words that we can lift up from 1 John 5:9-13. Hear these words: 

- Believe 

- Witness 

- Life 

The word that stands out to me is witness. This weekend, we have 12 students who are affirming 

their baptism. 

Last night, we had a ministry fair and I appreciated the opportunity to get to know some of them 

more and see who they are and what church and faith means to them and how they are planning 

on being a witness in this world and where they believe their journey will take them. 

This morning, at the 10:30 service, they and their families will be gathering in the sanctuary for 

the Affirmation of Baptism service. They will be affirming the following: 

(1) live among God’s faithful people; 

(2) hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper; 

(3) proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed; 

(4) serve all people following the example of Jesus; and 

(5) strive for justice and peace in all the earth?” 

May we continue to affirm those as well. 

As a congregation, as we continue to work through the pandemic, may we strive for peace. 

Amen. 


