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Sermon                   Pentecost Sunday                  May 23, 2021 

Good Morning. 

It is so good to see your faces and to have your presence in this space. It has been a long journey for Bay 

View and for me. We have had different experience coming to this day. 

Bay View has been absent from this space and in-person worship for 14+ months. For myself, this is my 

second in-person worship. When I was in Minnesota, we went back in person on the last week of June. 

Thus, I was in-person for 33 weeks and then went back to not being in-person. It was tough for me and it 

has been extremely tough for you. But here we are. Let’s rest in this moment and be thankful. 

However, in ironies of ironies, the first Sunday that we are back, the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit is 

sending us out and calling us to be in the spaces out there. 

Thus, let us wrestle with the text of the day. 

I think that most of us know the story of Pentecost, so with us needing to choose two text, I shied away 

from the traditional Acts text. The Acts text is the longer story of the Pentecost event as it took place. The 

Romans passage describes the ongoing reality of life in the Spirit and maybe the implications it has for us 

as a congregation. The Romans passage can be both, a source of comfort and a source of challenge. I 

know that you are hoping and maybe praying, “PJ, come on now, this is our first Sunday back, give us 

100% comfort”. But as the holy Spirit blew on that first Pentecost day; let’s see where she blows today. 

I want to start by lifting the thoughts of my colleague Jennifer Pietz. She states that there are a few themes 

that arise from the text. 

The first theme is the interconnectedness of human creatures with all creation in both the struggles 

of the present time and the longing for God’s promised redemption. 

When I first, no pun intended, heard her theme, my mind went to what happened at Bay View this 

weekend. The first aspect is that we, as a church, had about 15 individuals that stepped into God’s 

creation and served by sprucing up God’s creation. Then over the weekend, we had funerals where the 

Williamson’s and Liebe’s rested into that promised redemption that will occur because of Christ’s 

resurrection. 

A second, related theme is that the realm of the Spirit’s redemptive activity is the created world, in 

all its imperfection. 

Here is the tricky thing. The Spirit’s job and duty is not to transform us from where we are to some 

mystic level. Instead the Spirit changes us and we are to change the world and God’s creation around us. 

This process though is not pretty. The text tells us that. It shares that there will be much groaning and 

pain. 

These last 14 months have been a time of pain and groaning; there is no doubt about that. When I look 

back over the last 14 months, one word that comes to me is “injustices”. I think that the lobal pandemic in 

conjunction with the social justice issues that arisen during the time, we see that we are hurting and 

maybe we can lift the words off the page of the bible and say, we are in a time of groaning. 

However, However, and one more time, However, here is the good news and the comfort: 

We are not on our own in the struggle—God’s Spirit is groaning right along with us, expressing our pain, 

fears, and dreams to God as petitions too deep for us to put into words. 

I am so grateful for this because there are times that I am completely clueless on the petitions that I need 

to lift up to God. 



2 
 

Jeffrey P Greathouse                              Sermon: Pentecost, Year B                                                May 23, 2021 

Jennifer than shares this most powerful and challenging sentence that I have read regarding this scripture. 

Listen in and be challenged. I want you to wrestle with it. I want you to see how it can impact you and 

then our congregation. Are you ready? 

The text also invites us to consider the ways in which life in the Spirit empowers us to deeply engage a 

hurting world, trusting that the Spirit is constantly working in human weakness to bring about God’s full 

liberation and wholeness. 

I know that it is tough.  

You are busy. 

There is a lot on your plate. 

But … 

How are you / How are we going to engage in our hurting world? 

We matter. 

We can make an impact. 

One of the things that we should have learned these past 14 months is how inter-connected we are. There 

are many, as I mentioned last week that would like to remove the mask. Yet, when we gather as a whole 

community when we have vaccinated and un-vaccinated, the masks will remain. When we are in small 

groups and all are vaccinated and comfortable with masks off, that is a different story. If you want to 

know why … 

We have also seen that one country or community’s health and safety depends on that of all its neighbors. 

Thus, we work together, to protect all. Loving our neighbor. 

I know that during the last 14 months, I have also wrestled with privilege. My journey has been much 

easier than many. So, I try to think of ways that I can engage in our world and culture that help bring 

wholeness to those who were denied some of the privileges that I had. 

I truly believe that God is committed to the wellbeing of the whole world. 

Time is ticking and there is so much that I did not get to, especially as it pertained to Pentecost. So, let me 

see if I can go petal to the medal and conclude at light-blazing speed. 

Jesus and the Spirit challenged the disciples to continue the work of Jesus. Friends that is still true for us 

today. The Holy Spirit is stirring. The Spirit is pushing us out of this building and into the community. 

We are to bring the Kingdom of God to our community. We are to bring the shalom of God to everyone 

we meet. 

As we entered back to in-person church it needs to be more. 

Yes, it would be easier to just be good. To settle for the tame, safe, and average doings of religious life. 

The rhythms of occasional church attendance, a Bible study here or there, an occasional check in the 

offering, and a service project once a year. We can do that, that is achievable. After all, it is the language 

that we know. 

Jesus had other things in mind! 

More later. 

Let’s go. We have a great adventure ahead of us and I am excited to be in this journey together. 

 

 


