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One of the things that I hope that you will notice by the end of year is that Bay View Lutheran is 

wanting to create a culture of gratitude. With that in mind, I want to thank-you for allowing me 

to escape for 41 hours. 

I left Friday morning around 6:30 am and returned around midnight on Saturday night. The 

message center on my car said that during those 41 hours, I drove 1,259 miles and spent 21 hours 

and 20 minutes behind the wheel.  

Normally, I am not a huge fan of sermon writing on Sunday morning but that is what occurred 

because I knew that I could chew and meditate on the Scripture while I was in the car and these 

scriptures were very difficult for me.  

If you have a curious mind and wonder what in the world did I do over those 41 hours, I drove 

over to Vermillion, South Dakota to see my son graduate from the University of South Dakota. It 

was an amazing experience. 

We are still getting to know one another, so many, maybe most of you do not know our family 

story and the story of Isaiah. Isaiah was born in 1997 at 28 weeks and Stacey and I had to make 

some very hard decisions in his first few days of life; especially after his brain bleeds. The 

doctors, uncertain if we understood the ramifications of our decisions, looked at us and said, you 

do realize that he will never walk or talk. 

Well, doctors, he not only walks but runs and he talks very well especially with his storytelling 

and now he is a college graduate. 

However, the one aspect of his life that is undeniable and rises to the top is his love for people. 

He may be one of the most compassionate individuals that I have ever met, and I have met many 

people in my life across the US and the world. He truly exemplifies sacrificial love and that is 

what our scripture today is about.  

So, let me share with you where I struggled. 

Over the last few weeks, I have been talking about love. We have looked at the commands of 

Jesus and examined Loving God and Loving Others. However, in this text today; Jesus goes 

deep, I mean really-really deep. He goes so deep, it makes me squirm and I think that it should 

make you squirm. 

Emily Askew is a professor at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky and has 

done very important work. She tries to help preachers learn to be more inclusive of LGBTQI 

people in preaching and teaching in the church. She also writes on issues of immigration. 

When she looks at this passage, she states, “Love in this passage is not a psychological state, nor 

is it anywhere described as an internal quality. Love is an action—a very difficult action. The 

definition of love here is a radical willingness to die—not for your child or spouse, but for a 

fellow follower of Christ.” 

Gennifer Brooks in her commentary for today’s text piggy backs off of Emily and says, 

“Certainly this meaning is nowhere in the minds of most, if not all, members of the congregation 

when they hear the words of Christ’s commandments that call Christians to love God and 

neighbor. And yet that is what this text, this message from Jesus, calls us to embody. How can 



we give up our lives for others? What can we do to show that depth of love for others within and 

outside the church?” 

Can I share with you a personal story? It is where I nearly lost full control over a pair of 

individuals who came into my office. It was the Spring semester of 2013. I was in my 2nd 

semester at the university. Stacey and the 3 kids had not joined me yet. They were still living 

outside of Indianapolis. It was a long 8 months. We had told the kids that if I received a call after 

school started; they could finish it out. It just so happened that I started the call 3 weeks after 

school started. In addition to that, Bethany had just started chemotherapy for tumors on her brain 

and that is the backstory to what happened in my office. 

Two students came in to inform me that if I was truly a man of faith that my daughter would not 

be suffering in pain and would not have to go through all the chemo treatment; I just needed to 

pray harder. 

I truly wanted to throw them out of my office. However, I bit my lip and I just asked them 

politely to leave the office; I had work to get done for Wednesday Night Ministry. 

Really Jesus, I am supposed to have so much love that I would be willing to die for them. 

C’mon. Jesus can really be challenging at times. Maybe that is why the early disciples struggled 

and maybe that is why we struggle as well and maybe why the 4 words Love God / Love Others 

is not so simple. 

Physical death may be way too much. So, let’s take a look at it from a different angle. We will 

once again do it in a form of a question. You probably have noticed that I love lifting up 

questions. Here it is: 

“What would it take to set aside even for a moment the familiar and the cherished, whether 

simply beliefs or practices, in order to stand in for another, especially someone different, 

perhaps even someone on the margins?” 

I am still early in my ministry at Bay View Lutheran but I am sure that you have noticed that I 

preach about being inclusive quite frequently. When, we as a church start to draw lines or 

exclude others; it irritates me to no end, and I do not believe that it is the example that Christ 

showed. 

Thus, the church that is committed to the love that Jesus calls us to live, then we must offer that 

life-giving friendship openly and equally to all people. 

Let me close this up by some really good news. We are able to do that because of Jesus. In the 

end of our scripture reading; we see Jesus calling his disciples friends and then he shares, you did 

not choose me, I chose you. 

God chose you. 

God chose you. 

Let that sink in as you go throughout the day. Amen. 

 

 


