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Sermon         Third Sunday After Pentecost         June 13, 2021 

Good Morning. 

It is good to be back with you. I missed being here last week, but it was an action-packed 

weekend, last weekend. On Friday, I made the drive to Marshall and witnessed my youngest high 

school graduation. On Saturday, we celebrated with her graduation party. Then on Sunday, we 

attended St Stephen in Marshall where they had Senior Recognition and Bethany participated in 

the service. St. Stephen was the church that she was confirmed in. For me, it was a full circle life 

event. St Stephen was the church that I served as a youth coordinator when we first moved to 

Marshall. Thus, my first and last service in Marshall was at St Stephen. Following the service, 

we packed up and then on Monday made the drive here. 

On Tuesday, I re-read the two texts that were chosen for today and I groaned because the Gospel 

reading has the Parable of the Mustard Seed. I am simply not a fan. There is just something in it 

that grates me the wrong way and I am not 100% sure why. Though this week, I think that I 

might have finally put the pieces of the puzzle together. 

On Wednesday, I was in our Pastor Zoom bible study and when it came to my turn, I told them 

that I am going to rest in the Gospel but I am really not sure what direction I was going to go. I 

joked that I am going to chew on this text while I walk home and get the car to go to my 12pm 

in-person meeting but I wanted to explore the mustard seed being invasive, whatever that means. 

As I was walking, I remembered that David Lose had talked about Eugene Peterson and his 

thoughts on a parable. Eugene says, Parables are like narrative time bombs. You hear them – tick 

– wonder about them – tick – think maybe you’ve got it – tick – and then as you walk away – 

tick – and then over the course of the next day or so – tick – and all of a sudden, the truth Jesus 

meant to convey strikes home – boom! – almost overwhelming you with its implications. Emily 

Dickinson might say that the revelation blinds you with its vision. 

For me, this week, the tick – tick – tick – took way too long. As of last night, I was not 100% 

sure what I needed to share with you. 

Pastor Lyle, the pastor at St. Stephen, the church that we were at on Sunday loves using the 

Kingdom of God language and then making an application. Here is one of his latest examples: 

The Kingdom of God is like two middle school confirmation students, who decided on their own 

with no prompting to write each and every student in the preschool an encouraging and kind 

note. 

Let anyone with a pen write! 

OR 

The Kingdom of God is like a Three-Year Old waving at hockey players warming up on the 

other side, and a Senior Goalie comes along and gives a high-five. 

Let anyone with a hand give five! 

But Jesus … Jesus says mustard seed. What in the world was he truly getting at? I am not sure. 

But, I am going to roll the dice, take a gamble and share with you what the tick – tick – tick – 

BOOM was for me this week. 
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Before we go to deep, let me give you a straight-forward warning: The kingdom is dangerous 

because you just don’t know where it will take you or what you will do when it seizes hold of 

you. Where it ended up taking me, I gulped. I then have to think hard and long what does that 

direction mean for me and for us as I lead Bay View. 

Birds. 

Yup, Birds. 

That is where I ended up. 

Hear verse 32 again: 

yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 

branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

Isn’t that a great thing, the seed grows into this great bush and the bush provides cover for the 

birds. Beautiful and Wonderful; right? 

Not so fast. 

Earlier, Jesus tells a story of a farmer planting seeds and the BIRD stealing it. Birds represent the 

Enemy.  

So, these birds might be the undesirables, you know, the folks decent people avoid, the ones we 

prefer to keep on the other side of our street and, preferably, outside our homes. Yet across 

Mark’s Gospel it just these people who flock to the kingdom Jesus proclaims. 

Thus, once again, Jesus reminds us that the Kingdom of God comes of its own…and comes for 

us. The Kingdom Jesus proclaims has room for everyone. 

That, my friends that is the Good News of Christ. God has a grace that is extremely surprising. 

God’s love is disruptive to the systems that are all around us.  

We are once again challenged to love those on the margins. We are called to open our doors 

wide and welcome the outcast. We are instructed to shower those who cannot repay us with love. 

Wow, that is a BOOM. 

One final, albeit long, thought is this parable stands as something of a friendly warning to us who 

would follow Jesus. If you have been listening to the whole story through the daily readings that 

I provide, you would have been hearing about the big cedars. We are not to be under the illusion 

that when you hold onto Christ that you are joining the biggest tree on the highest mountain. Do 

not imagine that the world will stand and admire the tree in whose branches you have made your 

home. 

On the contrary, you, me, and the church will mostly be seen as weak and stunted. The church 

will be seen as insignificant alongside the powers and dominions that shape our world and call 

the shots. And what's more it will been seen as an undesirable annoyance, and an unpleasant 

weed.  

The world and its dominant cultures will rightly see that the culture of God threatens to infest 

them and displace them; just like in the 1st century with Jesus. The cultures that are built on 

greed and consumption, and violence and coercion, will not welcome this threat. The threat of 

love and compassion for all. They will seek to eradicate it. However, remember, the culture of 
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God is founded on the life, death and resurrection of one who was eradicated as a dangerous 

weed.  

Are you willing to live into a weed status? 

Amen. 

 


