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Sermon        Fifth Sunday After Pentecost        June 27, 2021 

Friends, I have an absolute deal for you today. 

We have two stories in one.  

Mark starts out with Jesus arriving on the shore and a great crowd gathering and Jairus 
arrives asking for a healing. Jairus wants Jesus to come with him, lay his hands on his 
daughter and heal her. 

Jesus decides that he will take the journey and he goes. We, as hearers, believe that 
this is going to be the main story. We are waiting to see what is going to happen when 
he arrives at the house. However, it is going to have to wait because Jesus is stopped 
on his way to Jairus homestead. 

Mark interjects another story, an interruption if you wish. He even adds a little humor to 
it. The crowd is growing and pressing in. There are many times, not much in the last 15 
months that I remember large crowds. Maybe it is at a sporting event, maybe it was at a 
concert or maybe it was at a National Youth Gathering, the crowds were tight and you 
were touched and bumped because of the masses. 

That was this story. Jesus was touched. He asks who. The disciples laugh. They look at 
Jesus, do you see this crowd? Of course, someone touched you. But, this touch was 
different. Jesus felt power leave him. So, Jesus asked.  

We then hear the story of the healing and Jesus calling her “daughter”. 

As they are about to start their journey back to Jairus house, they hear the news: She is 
dead. Some individuals from the house of Jairus  come and tell him the news and also 
tell him, “Why Trouble the Teacher” Jesus overhears the conversation and looks at 
Jairus and says the following: 

“Do not fear, only believe.” 

Jesus now shifts his movement. He does not allow the crowd to follow. He seems to 
take the journey only with Jairus, his household and 3 disciples: Peter, James and John. 

When Jesus gets to the house, there is a lot of commotion. There is loud weeping and 
wailing. This only makes sense, right? A beloved pre-teen is now dead. 

However, Jesus looks at the crowd and asks them why they are crying? He goes on, 
she is not dead, she is just sleeping. 

They laugh at him. 

Jesus ushers them out of the house. 

He grabs her hand and says, “Little Girl, get up” 

She gets up and walks. 

Everyone is overcome with amazement. 

Jesus then gives them two instructions: 

1) Don’t tell anyone 
2) Give her something to eat. 
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This is a passage where I would love to dig deep into the passage. However, a bible 
study is a more appropriate place for that then a sermon. Speaking of, we will be having 
bible studies in the near future. But, today, I want to be more practical and then maybe 
show some application. Thus, let’s get started. 

Mark seems to be more concerned with having his readers connect to Jesus. He wants 
them to encounter and contemplate on this Jesus and when they do this, they will be 
amazed. 

Can we pause for just a few seconds? I know pause and silence in a service and in 
particular a sermon can be awkward. However, let us push ourselves out of our comfort 
zone and rest and think. I want you to oh so briefly to think of a time that you were 
amazed with a personal encounter with Jesus. 

(pause for 5+ seconds) 

I want to share with you two stories. It is a coincidence that it is two stories since we 
rested with two stories in Mark, but they are connected to encounters with Christ and 
others and both of the stories occurred this last week. 

The first story comes from my installation service.  

There was a guest at the service that had not been at church a long time and here was 
the message that I received from the guest: 

Jeff, I was very impressed with your installation, super comfortable environment, maybe 
I'll jump back into church.  Thank you for that... 

The second story came from an individual who is connected with the LGBT community. 
They wanted to let me know that they rode their bike by the church and they stopped 
and tears came to their eyes when they saw the banner that was on the building 
welcoming me. They were overwhelmed with love. 

These are two examples how you, the church, have showed love and care for 
individuals in our community. I am going to put the following on our churches Facebook 
page and encourage you to reply to it, if you are on Facebook. I want you to name, 
share and celebrate your own encounter with Christ. 

For me, on a personal level, I know that I have felt Christ’s presence through our 
family’s medical issues. Isaiah spent his first 70 days of life in the hospital and we were 
told he would never walk or talk. Next month, when you meet him; you will see that he 
does both. Bethany is a cancer survivor and today, she is traveling back from a cancer 
survivor camp and Stacey has had more surgeries than I can count. The individuals in 
mark were amazed, I stand back in awe and am amazed by God’s power. 

So, here is the thing. We can not just sit back motionlessly and do nothing. With this 
amazement in our heart, we have to be compelled to act. I would echo the words of 
Richard Voelz when he states: “A personal encounter with Christ is incomplete without 
discipleship.” 

It’s been about 12 years, but Reggie McNeal came out with a terrific book, it was called 
“The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church”. In the book, he shares that 
we should be replacing "church growth" with a wider vision of kingdom growth; and 
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developing disciples instead of church members. He has a DVD to go with it. Even 
though it is 12 years old; it may be something that we would want to explore as a 
church. 

I bring this up because as we move forward, I think that we may change our measuring 
stick on how we measure the success. Often it is still the old ABC model: attendance, 
building and cash. 

The clock is once again ticking and my time is about to run out; so, I as a church want to 
take a strong and a hard long look at Mark and Jesus healing two individuals. We, as a 
church, have an opportunity to walk with individuals who are hurting and in pain. We, as 
a church, can carry out and imitate Jesus ministry when we carry out God’s healing and 
restorative work to all; especially beyond the accepted confines. 

Let me close, on a PS. Do you remember those in letters? This past week, I have had 
quite a few conversations when individuals have shared with me what the Jairus 
household said to Jairus …. Don’t bother the teacher. Friends, you can “bother” me and 
reach out to me. I am here to accompany you in life. 

A number have been suffering or questioning. My words to us, as a community, is to 
lean into Joni Sancken. We can have hope while still holding onto doubt and despair. By 
doing this, we can make incremental steps into the future. 

Many in this church have doubt, despair and fear about this future. Hold onto the words 
of Jesus to Jairus: 

“Do not fear, only believe.” 

Amen. 

 


