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From Pastor Jeff Greathouse
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN
I want to share with
you a paragraph from
a book called "Think
Orange". The
paragraph ends with
the word
comprehensive plan.
Here is the phrase:
It is important to refine
your message to a few
core principles that
help parents and
leaders stay focused on
the bigger picture.
When you use the
same terminology to
show the foundation
of your content from
preschool to students,
it amplifies the big
picture of what you are
trying to say. It helps
everyone - staff,
leaders, and parents
understand the value
of a comprehensive
plan.
I want to share with
you, the whole church,
this because "YOUTH
MINISTRIES" was #2 on
the list of the primary
activities that the

church wanted their
new pastor to give
special attention to.
We, Bay View, are on
the move and with us
being on the move, we
have had staff
transition within Youth
Ministries. I am actively
working with Dori as
we are developing a
plan, a strategic plan
on how we will be
ministering to/with the
children, youth, and
family and I am going
to be looking forward
to developing the
strategy and
communicating the
strategy and then
implementing the
strategy.

"chewing on". "It's the

It is my hope and
prayer that we are
going to have an
integrated strategy. We
simply (though it may
not be easy) want to
align parents to lead
with the same end in
mind. This is what Dori,
I, Learning Board and
Youth Board and
parents will be
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effectiveness of your
strategy, not the scope
of your mission, that
ultimately
determines your
success."
Strategy, not only plays
into the life of youth
ministries, but the
whole church. May, we
as boards, committees,
and the church be
intentional on our
strategy so we can
reach our mission and
not waste our time and
energy. Our time and
energy will be
channeled through the
strategy so we can
reach our mission.
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Bay View Lutheran Church
340 W Maple St
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
CHILDREN’S CHURCH

EVERY Sunday during
10:30 service!
Children &
parent/guardians will start
the service together,
children will leave for a
short time to do some
activities with Dori in the
middle of the service, and
return to finish the church
service with their
parents/guardians!

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP

Every Wednesday this
summer!
9:00—11:30 am
Open to all youth who
have completed
Kindergarten & up!
Haven’t signed up yet??
That’s okay!
Talk to Dori for more
information!

THE HOME PAGE
ALL YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY
INFORMATION IN ONE PLACE

Happy Summer everyone!
I am thrilled at the opportunity
to expand my role from “High
School Youth Leader” to
“Directory of Children, Youth,
and Family Ministries.” I’ve
always been passionate about
youth and exploring how
individuals and groups grow
spiritually. Looking forward to
continuing this journey with all
of you!

Dori Arbter
Director of Children,
Youth, & Family Ministries
youth@bvlc.org
920-493-5244

MISSION BOARD MEETING

Youth Board
Monday, July 19th
at 5:30 pm

Learning Board
Tuesday, July 27th
at 7:00 pm

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Missed June’s Info Meeting
about next summer’s Youth
Gathering?

Minneapolis, Minnesota
Saturday, July 23rd, 2022 —
Thursday, July 28th, 2022

This trip is open to incoming
eighth graders through
incoming seniors in high
school.
Excited to learn more?
Interested youth and one
parent/guardian should attend
the next informational meeting
on Wednesday, August 18 at
6:30 pm!

HS Youth Group is
sponsoring a Blood Drive
with the Community
Blood Center!
Friday, August 27th
1:30-3:00 pm
Scheduling info coming
soon!
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SAY, PRAY AND BLESS
FOR FAMILIES

A Prayer for the Week: God of glory and might, guide the rulers of the earth toward
justice and mercy for the sake of peace in your world through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
Mealtime Prayer: Dear God, may we see in this food a banquet filled with your love
that brings justice and peace to all the earth. Amen.
A Blessing to Give: May our God and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you with love and
faithfulness. (Psalm 85:10)
© 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS
Children’s Church: EVERY Sunday during the 10:30 worship service!
Summer Bible Camp: Wednesdays, 9:00 am—11:30 am. Happening NOW through August 25th!
Confirmation Camp: Some of Bay View’s Confirmation students will be attending Confirmation Camp at
Imago Dei Village July 11th—July 16th. Let’s pray for a safe & fun faith filled week for them!
Wednesday, July 7th

1:30—3:30 pm

Middle & High School Youth Beach Day at Sunset Park

Wednesday, July 21st 6:30-8:00 pm
Arcade

Middle & High School Bowling & Arcade Night at Cherry Lanes

Wednesday, July 28th 6:30-8:00 pm

PreK—8th grade family meet & greet with PJ & Dori, Bay View

Wednesday, August 11th 1:30-3:30 pm

Middle & High school Youth Beach Day at Otumba Park

Friday, August 29th

Friday, August 29th Community Blood Center Blood Drive, Bay View Parking Lot
Sponsored by Bay View High School Youth Group!
Advance appointment necessary — more info coming soon!

THANK YOU
to this awesome crew
for participating in our Adopt-A-Highway
morning on June 12th.
7 hard workers picked up
7 garbage bags filled with trash
on County S!
Pictured left to right: Michelle Sternard,
Hannah Sternard, Rori Krueger, Dori Arbter,
Misty Michaud, Vincent Michaud
Not pictured: Jody Arbter
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P J ’ S I N S TA L L AT I O N
Pastor Jeff's Installation Service was held on Sunday, June 13, a beautiful, warm afternoon, in the
Bay View parking lot. Bishop Anne was the presiding minister and several pastors in our area along
with Bay View members, and the praise band helped to make the service extra special. A huge THANK
YOU goes out to the planning team, everyone who helped with set-up and clean-up, all those who
participated in the service, and to everyone who was able to attend!
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HALLELUJAH! OPEN FOR WORSHIP!...WITH “SOMEONES” HELP
It’s been over a month, but we’re
still a bit giddy from reopening
Bay View! It didn’t just happen
overnight. And there were
many, many “someones”
working to make it happen!
I will mention no names here,
because this writer doesn’t know
all the names and is sure to leave
someone out. Certainly Pastor
Jeff and our paid staff played a
big part in our reopening.
Thank you! But there were
many, many faithful workers
behind the scenes, regular
people from the pews who love
Bay View and do what they do
just because the Spirit moves
them to do so.
The Reopening Task Force has
been working for months,
sometimes meeting weekly,
praying, and thoughtfully
considering health situations as

they changed on a daily basis,
realizing the guidelines they are
creating matter in a big way, yet
knowing that they will not
please everyone. They worked,
and still work, tirelessly to
balance safety with our desires
to worship and be together in
our holy space.
In our sanctuary, “someone” has
been changing paraments for
each church season, arranging
flowers, getting communion
elements ready, and doing
whatever else needs to be done
to make our worship space fresh
and inviting.
Now that we are open,
“someone” is lining up readers,
“someone” lining up ushers.
“Someone” is helping worshipers
in the parking lot, “someone”
helping worshipers in the
building. “Someone” updated

our information in the
newspaper regarding reopening
times.
“Someone” trimmed up the
plants around our building.
“Someone” washed windows.
“Someone” came in occasionally
on her own time to clean the
building a bit. When a leak was
noticed in the kitchen, a string of
“someones” communicated and
fixed it in record time.
Those “someones” are you all,
Bay View!! We’re in this
together, stewards of the time
and talents God has given us.
“To each one the manifestation
of the Spirit is given for the
common good.” (1 Corinthians
12:7)
Thank you, thank you all! (from
“someone” on the Stewardship
board)

Service project at crossroads
A special shout out
to the many volunteers from Bay View
who participated in
the service event at
Crossroads in
May! We had about
fifteen individuals
from Bay View who served for the morning as “habitat healers” – planting Silky Dogwood and removing invasive species. It was a fun morning
and we positively impacted environmental sustainability.
Thank you volunteers!!
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Watt kids auction
The WATT Kids are fighting hunger
through their artistry. Food is
available in the Little Free Pantry in
front of church for anyone who needs
it. A few months ago, the WATT Kids
created works of art and put them up
for auction. They raised $300.
The money paid by the winning
bidders is being used to
purchase food to fill the Pantry
box. People have been taking
the food, and Becky Brown and
the kids have continued to refill the
box weekly.
“God’s work, our hands” perfectly
exemplified through Bay View’s youth.
From the Stewardship Board

Donna’s farewell!
Donna was presented with a gift as she departs Bay View. We would like to say thank
you for all your hard work Donna. This last
year has not been the easiest and you kept
coming up with different ideas to keep the
children engaged and the daily devotions
you posted on Facebook for us to enjoy. You
have been a great asset and will be missed.
Thank you for all you have done and best of
luck in your new chapter.
P.S. Enjoy those two new puppies!
Thank you so very much Bay View for the
beautiful wind chime and numerous Door
County gift certificates. The cards touched
me and I am very grateful!
Donna
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Bay V i e w ’ s P i p e O rg a n
The pipe organ at Bay View
Lutheran Church was “created”
by Chris Feiereisen of Manitowoc
in 1978. Jason Palmer, having
extensive knowledge of pipe
organs and their construction,
tells us that our organ was
assembled from used parts of
questionable quality to keep the
cost low.
In a letter Mr. Feiereisen wrote to
Pastor Dan Olson in January of
2000, he explained the important
role that leather plays in organ
function. The leather parts in an
organ generally have a life
expectancy of 60 years. Mr.
Feiereisen pointed out that some
of the leather in our existing
instrument could date from the
1920s or 1930s. Jason states that
at this point, in mid-2021, our
instrument has sat unused for
more than a year and he expects
that there will be issues if/when it
is thrust back into use.
In a recent email Rob Hoppe, our
current organ tuner who is a very
qualified technician and has an

extensive history of organ
building and rebuilding, gives
the following two options:
“The best thing I could
recommend would be to one
day start over with all new
chests, in a new layout, with a
new console and electrical
system.... essentially a new
organ with the pipes reused....
a project that would easily run
into six figures. Or
alternatively, a good-bye and
replacement with a digital
organ.”
It is Jason’s opinion that our
organ will fail completely in
the not so distant future. Part
of the organ is already
unplayable for reasons
unknown, and the technician
is no longer willing or
available to work on it. Jason
says, “It has been my opinion,
almost since day one, that Bay
View would be wise to invest
in a digital organ (one cannot
tell the difference in the sound
these days between a real

pipe organ and these advanced
electronic instruments). Doing
so would probably cost
between $30,000 to $45,000.
The upside is that the
instrument never needs to be
tuned and any need for
maintenance is very rare.”
Recommendation from Jason,
with supporting information
from Rob Hoppe, would be to
avoid the “nickel and dime-ing
to death” of the current
instrument and opt for a digital
one. It is simply not constructed
well enough to be worth any
more of Bay View’s time and
money.
In closing, what can you do?
Prayerfully consider the
upcoming decision that we will
need to make regarding
keeping an organ in our church.
Ask questions. Have
conversations. Offer support.
Get involved.
Thank you,
The Worship Board

R e o p e n i n g Ta s k F o rc e
Hello Bay View Members! The
Reopening Task Force welcomes
you back to church! In-person
worship is in full swing and
meetings are happening regularly
inside the church. It sure is great
to see people moving about inside
Bay View again.
Changes continue to take place –
we are once again singing, the
offering plate is being passed,
sharing of the peace is taking
place, and communion is offered
up front! The mask requirement
remains in place to keep all our
members safe especially children

who have not yet had the
opportunity to be vaccinated.
Please review the updated InPerson Worship and Building
Use guidelines which can be
found on the church website
and in this newsletter.
We thank all of you for
everything you have done to
support efforts against this
pandemic. We are also grateful
that over 56% of Door County
residents are fully vaccinated. If
you are not yet vaccinated,
you can help protect others
and slow the spread of the

virus by getting vaccinated as
soon as possible. Everyone 12
and older are now eligible for
the vaccine in the US. Thanks
for doing your part! See you in
church!
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BAY VIEW IN-PERSON WORSHIP
UPDATED REOPENING GUIDELINES
EFFECTIVE JUNE 20, 2021
8am and 10:30am In-Person Services
•

Masks covering nose and mouth are required for everyone upon entering the church
for the protection of all our members.

•

Please sign-in using the attendance pew pads. This is important for contact tracing if
the need arises.

•

The service will be projected on the screen in the sanctuary; no paper bulletins.

•

The nursery will not be available at this time.

•

The 8am in-person worship service will continue to be held in conjunction with the
Facebook Live service.

•

The 10:30 service will continue to be broadcast to the parking lot.
 Ushers will no longer be provided in the parking lot.
 Please bring your own communion elements.

In addition to in-person worship, these guidelines
will also be in place for funerals and weddings.
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Dear Church Family-

At last, Bay View is on the move! Our doors are open, our
sanctuary is filled with music, long empty rooms are filled with
the busy happenings of council and mission board meetings,
and Pastor Jeff is a blur of activity as he dedicates himself to
meeting the many needs of a church that just endured one of
the most difficult periods in modern history. With his help, and
the approval of Council, Personnel Committee has worked to
ensure that Bay View’s staffing needs are met during this
promising period of transition. We hope you are as excited as
we are to welcome our staff, whether new or returning, into
roles that are so vital to the mission of our church.
We’re thrilled to announce Dori Arbter as our new Director of
Children, Youth and Family. In addition to continuing her role
with high school youth, Dori will take on a leadership role in
Sunday School, VBS and all the ministries related to our preschool and elementary aged kids. We know our
youngest kids are looking forward to Dori’s energy, positivity and passion for ministry as they return for Bay
View’s upcoming all-summer-long VBS and Sunday morning Children’s Church. Dori will also be assisting
Pastor Jeff as he leads Bay View’s milestone ministries like confirmation and first communion. We are so excited to see our kids and youth programming grow under the direction of this enthusiastic, dynamic duo!
Please join us in warmly welcoming back Janet Anderson under the new title of Director of Music Ministry.
We are so grateful for the many ways Janet has led and shaped the music ministry over her eleven years at
Bay View, and hope she continues to lend us her talents for many more. From playing piano, to leading
choir, praise band, and children’s music ministries, Janet’s many job duties have grown and changed over
the years. Consolidating those duties under this new title is helpful from an organizational leadership perspective and recognizes the essential nature of music in Bay View’s ministry. Our sanctuary is not filled with
the soul stirring refrains we associate with worship here at Bay View with out considerable planning, recruiting, practicing and advanced musical education. Thank you, Janet, for all you bring to Bay View!

Another huge round of appreciation is in store for our intrepid Office Coordinator/Bookkeeper, Cheryl
DeMeuse. In addition to her many administrative duties, Cheryl has agreed to take on the duties of Bay
View’s bookkeeper. Consolidating these roles is extremely helpful in terms of organizational management,
and Bay View has been blessed by Cheryl’s willingness and aptitude as we make it happen. As anyone who
has called the office for help with this or that knows, Cheryl’s dedication, organization, and knowledge prove
that she is just the right person for the job. Congratulations on your new role, Cheryl!
What could be more important than quality custodial work as church begins to bustle with life again? We
are delighted to announce that our very own Renee McAllister, who has offered countless volunteer hours
to so many church efforts, has joined Bay View’s staff as our part time custodian. Renee has taken on the
challenge of keep our building clean, safe, and ready to be filled with people once again. Renee, we are so
truly blessed to have you!
Yes, Bay View is, indeed, on the move again! And you can help to continue to propel us into a future filled
with growth and possibility. Pray for our Pastor and staff as they work hard to create the worship and ministry experiences we’re all so grateful to be a part of again. Volunteer to join a ministry board or help with
youth events. Participate in worship, youth, or service events; seeing familiar faces builds community and momentum. And finally, give. Bay View is moving, working, growing, and changing to meet the needs of its
congregants and community. Join our movement!
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Bay View Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
(Unapproved)
June 15,, 2021–7:00 PM
The meeting was called to
order at 6:57 PM by President
Karen Newbern.
Attending: Andy Anderson,
Bill Brown, Karen Isensee,
Steve Kase, Lucille Kirkegaard,
Karen Newbern, Paula Reichel
Excused: Jody Arbter, Connie
Baudhuin, Pastor Jeff
Greathouse
DEVOTIONS—Bill led
devotions.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –

Motion by Bill, second by Andy
to approve the agenda, with
the addition, under New
Business, of “b. Youth Service
Project.” Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MAY 11, 2021
MINUTES—Motion by Bill,

second by Paula to approve
the minutes. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

a. Director of Music Ministry
position— Paula presented the
proposal as written by the
Personnel board. Steve
explained the financial
implications for the position.

Motion by Lucille, second by
Bill to approve the Director of
Music Ministry position as
proposed by the Personnel
board. Motion carried.

b. Photo directory (Harmann
Studios)--We reviewed the
proposal and information
given to us by Harmann
Studios and agreed it is time
for an update to our photo
directory. Harmann Studios
provides their services at no
cost to the church. Motion by

Lucille, second by Paula to ask
the Fellowship board (liaison,

Connie) to chair and
coordinate this project with
Harmann Studios. Motion
carried.
c. “God’s Work. Our Hands”
event—Sunday, September 12
is the date designated by the
ELCA to highlight and engage
in service projects. In the past,
we have done service activities
in conjunction with Rally Day.
Andy will discuss “God’s Work.
Our Hands” with the Service
board at their next meeting.
He will also talk with Dori
Arbter regarding youth
involvement.
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Building use requests—
Requests were received by the
Red Cross to use our building
in case of disaster, Door
County Partnership for
Children and Families for
meetings as needed, St. Peter’s
Lutheran School as an
emergency evacuation site,
and Jazzercise for their
exercise classes. Because it is
for-profit, Jazzercise does not
qualify for use of our building.

Motion by Paula, second by Bill
to approve the requests from
the Red Cross, Door County
Partnership for Children and
Families, and St. Peter’s
Lutheran School, and to deny
the request from Jazzercise.
Motion carried.
b. Youth service project—Dori
Arbter has requested that the
high school youth be able to
sponsor a blood drive through
the Community Blood Center
of Appleton. All blood
donated stays in northeast
Wisconsin. The date would be

August 27, from 1:30-3:00.
Actual donations would take
place on a bus, with our
building used for registration
and paperwork. Motion by

Bill, second by Andy to
approve the request for a
blood drive by the Community
Blood Center. Motion carried.
STAFF REPORTS—Pastor Jeff
submitted a detailed written
report for May. Activities
included 10 worship services,
2 funerals, 6 staff meetings, 14
church meetings, 4 text
studies with other pastors, 4
days of synod meetings, 16
meetings with church
members, 7 community
meetings, 31 YouTube daily
videos, and 4 youth events.
FINANCIAL REPORT—Receipts
for May were $21,712;
expenses were $25,282. The
Payroll Protection loan for
$10,000 was moved from a
restricted account into the
general operating account.
Discussion followed on the
best way to optimize the funds
we have in restricted
accounts, so that they earn a
better interest rate in an
investment account, but are
still quickly accessible when
needed. We also discussed
memorials and special gifts,
and proposed creating a “wish
list” of special projects so
donors could choose where
their money goes. Examples
might be a new outdoor sign,
or a digital organ.
REOPENING TASK FORCE—
Karen N. summarized the most
recent meeting of the task
force. New rules go into effect
June 20,
(Cont. on page 12)
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U n - A p p rov e d C h u rc h C o u n c i l M i n u t e s - C o n t ’ d
(Cont. from page 11)

which marks the first of our 4week reassessments since we
opened on May 23. Masks will
still be required during worship
services, out of respect for adults
and children who can not yet be
vaccinated, but most other
restrictions will be gone.
Singing will be allowed.
MISSION BOARD AND
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Evangelism and Media --Lucille
asked for suggestions on
changes in the Pulse ad we carry
every week. A different photo
or picture would be an
improvement. She also stressed
the need for a new street sign
for Bay View, for which we
already have about $15,000 in

PJ’s Installation Gift
Thank you to all the generous
people who contributed toward
the installation gift. PJ was given
a beautiful, engraved glass cross
honoring his installation day
along with a "gift certificate" for
him to purchase anything he
may need as pastor at Bay View.

designated donations.
Property –Bill reported that the
air conditioner leak in the
kitchen has been taken care of.
The plywood shelter used for
parking lot services will be
dismantled this week.
Written board reports and
minutes were submitted by
Learning, Personnel, Service,
Stewardship, Worship, and
Youth.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next regular council meeting is
July 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM, subject
to change depending on Pastor
Jeff’s commitments.
Devotions for next meeting:
Paula

Visitor articles are due by the
15th of every month.

Reminder to get your monthly
board minutes to Cheryl in time
for inclusion in each month’s
council packet. Also, some
boards have not yet turned in
their rosters to Cheryl. Please do
so ASAP.
Andy is creating a short
onboarding packet for new
council members, to inform
them of duties such as being a
board liaison, checking the
board mailbox for invoices, etc.
ADJOURNMENT-- Meeting
adjourned at 8:26 PM with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Karen Isensee,
council secretary
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Decorating

Decorating Committee

Counters

Kerry Isensee
Jerry Whitehouse

Reader Coordinator

Kerry Isensee

Usher Coordinator

Worship BD-Janet
Anderson

On Line Calendar

Jenniece Hoiska
Cheryl DeMeuse

Ushers
8am
July 4

July 11
July 18

July 25

Readers
10:30am

Volunteer
-Rita Hunt

Volunteer
Volunteer

Volunteer

8am

Altar
Guild

10:30am

Kay Lyndahl Adelle
Douglass

Rita Hunt

Kerry
Isensee

Karen
Newbern

Rita Hunt

Dwight
Zeller

Steve Kase

Rita Hunt

Jane
Kusche

Joanne Dull

Barb Pagels

Barb Pagels
Barb Pagels

Rita Hunt
Barb Pagels
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun-July 18
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship &
Parking Lot Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Sun-July 25
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship &
Parking Lot Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Sun-July 4
Independence Day
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship &
Parking Lot Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Tues-July 20
3:30pm LEM

Mon-July 26
7:00pm Service BD

Wed-July 21
9:00am Summer Bible Camp

Tues-July 27
7:00pm Learning BD

Thurs-June 3
8:45am Christ Care

Wed-July 28
9:00am Summer Bible Camp

Mon-July 5
Office Closed

Sat-July 24
9:00am Al Anon

Thurs-June 3
8:45am Christ Care

Sat-July 3
9:00am Al Anon

Tues-July 6
12:00pm Red Cross
4:00pm Executive BD
Wed-July 7
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
Thurs-July 8
8:45am Christ Care
10:00am Grief Support

Sat-July 10
9:00am Al Anon
Sun-July 11
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship &
Parking Lot Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Tues-July 13
4:45pm Worship BD
5:15pm Finance Committee
7:00pm Church Council

Wed-July 14
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
Thurs-June 3
8:45am Christ Care
Sat-July 17
9:00am Al Anon

Sat-July 31
9:00am Al Anon
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Ann Marie Heinz

Miracles
We’ve been empty-nesters for
quite awhile, but we moved up a
tier in that category last month.
While trying to clean up our
flower beds along the house,
Steve saw what he thought was
a dead bird. Upon closer
inspection, we discovered it was
not dead, but a much alive
mother duck sitting on her eggs.
She chose a spot against the
house behind a patch of Lilies of
the Valley and tall grass (parts of
our flower beds are a tad
“natural.”) We’d peek in on her
once in awhile over the span of
about 3 weeks. She sat so still
that the only way we knew she
was alive was that she’d be
sitting in different directions
when we looked in.
One morning while taking my
coffee to the porch I saw the

mamma duck and what I can only
describe as a herd of moving
feathers, waddling through the
neighbor’s yard. I couldn’t believe
it! I grabbed my phone and
hurried out the door. Luckily
mamma duck had decided to sit
and rest in the neighbor’s front
yard, as I don’t hurry too quickly
any more.
I got a few pictures and a video of
the little family waddling out of
sight. I realized I was a bit sad to
see them go, and more than a
little worried about their journey
to their new home. We don’t live
very close to the water so I knew
there would be some street
crossings involved.
I’m sure that mamma will take
good care of her babies, and from
what I witnessed, those babies will
follow mamma’s lead. They sat
when she sat, got up when she

got up and waddled off when she
waddled off, clinging together so
tightly it looked like mamma was
wearing a down cape that flowed
in the breeze.
I reveled at the miracles occurring
in front of me that morning: new
life bursting into the world; the
mamma duck’s instinct to tend; the
ducklings’ instinct to follow the
mamma; her inner compass leading
her and her family home.
Miracles abound in nature and
everywhere in our lives. Our lives
alone are miracles. We can take in
the awesomeness of all of it if we
listen to our instinct and follow the
One who cares about us and will
lead us home. Ducklings or people,
we have someone looking out for
us. How miraculous is that?!

