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Sermon      Seventh Sunday After Pentecost      July 11th, 2021 

Yesterday, I went on several walks and on one of my early morning walks, I ran into a few 

church families at the Farmers Market. During our brief conversation they mentioned that it 

might be a golfing expedition for them later in the day and they asked me if I played golf. I 

shared with them that my last round of golf was played 20 years ago. In that conversation, they 

helped me re-frame my golf career. 

For you see, I can now say that I retired from golfing 20 years ago after my final round of golf 

that occurred on the Ivy Coast of Africa. If you want to hear about that round of golf, we can 

grab a cup of coffee sometime and share stories. 

When I left them and circled around the market, I was once again reminded of golf when I 

ordered up a PW Palmer. The Palmer drink at PW’s is a lemonade and iced coffee mixed named 

after the legend; Arnold Palmer. I mustered up the courage to try it and I was surprised at how 

good it was. Now, maybe I just need the courage to try another round of golf or adventure out on 

a kayak. 

So, what does this have to do with the gospel reading that we had today? 

Courage. 

Courage is the word that came to my mind. 

I am always amazed when I listen in to my colleagues on what they hear from the text and the 

direction that they are going with their sermon. There is a lot in there and the story of the 

beheading and why it occurred can be very unsettling. I did not hear from a colleague in my 

circle that said they were going in that direction. 

However, I think there is courage from both John and his followers and we can learn from them. 

John was a man that did not duck from controversy. He was also very bold and kept yelling 

REPENT-REPENT-REPENT and pointing to Jesus. His boldness and not playing it comfortable 

is what ended him up be tossed into prison and then eventually costing him his life. Herod had 

power and he used his power to take the life of John. Thus, in this story, John was driven by the 

power of the word of God and he was silenced by Herod, a man who wields the power of the 

sovereign Roman state. 

The government turned to violence and once again was triumphant. They have silenced the 

preacher and have won. Right? 

Well, if Lee Corso was here, he would use his signature line from College Game Day, “Not So 

Fast, my friends”. 

Many would say and argue that Herod executed John to shut him up. But look at us. Here we are, 

in Sturgeon Bay, WI which is over 6,000 miles away and we are about 2,000 years removed 

from the execution and we are still talking about John and his work and we are not really talking 

about Herod. We only talk about Herod because of John. The story is still being told. Amazing. 

Then guess what? We are still part of the story that is being told. 

I mentioned that John was courageous and that is only obvious I believe BUT we see that his 

followers and disciples were also courageous. It can be missed though. Hear the last 4 verses 

again, this time from “The Message”. 
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That sobered the king up fast. But unwilling to lose face with his guests, he caved in and let her 

have her wish. The king sent the executioner off to the prison with orders to bring back John’s 

head. He went, cut off John’s head, brought it back on a platter, and presented it to the girl, who 

gave it to her mother. When John’s disciples heard about this, they came and got the body and 

gave it a decent burial. 

I am not sure about you but I missed the last sentence numerous times. One final time: 

When John’s disciples heard about this, they came and got the body and gave it a decent burial. 

Can you imagine the courage that it took for them to do that? 

The government just executed John and they walk up to the government officials and asked for 

the body so they could give it a proper burial. 

They had courage. 

Thus, the courage did not die with John. His followers carried it on. Thus, this last sentence tells 

us a lot that we did not know. 

The courage that John had and the courage that his followers had needs to carry on. Do we have 

the ability to be courageous? 

I think the answer to that question is YES. When we are courageous, great ministry can be done 

and individuals can look at you and us as a church and point their finger at you, me, and us and 

go, “you know, there is something different about them”. 

The Gospel of Jesus carries on. It carries on every time you shine light into darkness. It carries 

on every time that you are willing to stand up to hate and speak words of love. It shows when 

you see the injustices occurring in our society and try to bring justice to the table. 

Having courage can be tough. No question about it but maybe you can cling on to the promise 

that there is nothing, there is no power on earth that will be able to defeat you because the power 

of God in Jesus has won. 

I want us to have the courage to speak up. Silence might preserve one’s life but silence will not 

do in the call to proclaim God’s reign.  

In our lives and our ministries, we will have the opportunity to be silent or to speak up. At times, 

it might be much safer to keep quiet. I know many times, members of the congregation may wish 

that I was silent and not rock the boat but I have difficult with that at times. Let me conclude on 

the following quote that is often attributed to Bonhoeffer: 

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. 

Not to act is to act.” 

AMEN 

 

 

 


