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Sermon      Eighth Sunday After Pentecost      July 18th, 2021 

Can we take a deep breath? 

I am a little worried about this sermon. 

As I prepared for the sermon this week, I worked on two separate sermons. One was on the 

second reading and one was on the Gospel reading. On Saturday afternoon, I bit my lip and sat 

down and wrote out the sermon that was in my head regarding the second reading. 

When I step back and look at the two scriptures, the second reading should be the easy one to 

preach on, but it is not. In one word, the Ephesians passage is about unity. Unity should be easy 

right; everyone wants to strive for that. 

Sadly, the world is a divided place despite the fact that we live in the 21st century. It seems we 

are divided from one another these days more than ever: whether politically, religiously, or in the 

workplace. If we cannot come together on even the closest of our relationships, how do we 

expect to find kindness and common ground towards others? 

As you know by now, in my sermons, I try to bring my life into the sermons. This past week, I 

spent the week at church camp. It was confirmation camp week. There were 18 campers, 3 

pastors, the camp director and 7 amazing college students who led us. There should have been 

more in attendance. However, many churches, pastors and parents of youth chose not to send 

them to camp because they thought the camp was being too strict on their Covid guidelines. 

Individuals were not happy that the camp asked students to be vaccinated or show a negative 

covid test and that masks were required when social distancing was not possible. 

While at camp, I “Zoomed” in to be on the Task Force call where we wrestled with what are we 

going to do for the next 4-weeks. We make our decisions in 4-week cycles. Thus, today, the 8 am 

service is un-masked and the 10:30 am service is masked. There are many who will say that 

BVLC has now created a we vs. they environment. If you take a look at the news, the reports of 

the divide in our country is huge and growing daily. 

So, with that as my context and my life, I lean into the 2nd chapter of Ephesians and listen to 

most likely Paul’s words on Unity. 

The message is simple, a celebration of unity in diversity as the heartbeat of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 



 

Jeff GreathouseSermon: 8th Sun after PentecostJuly 18th, 2021 

P
ag

e2
 

Before we go deeper into the text, I want to take a look at what the Psalmist says about unity. It 

comes from 133. Hear these words: 

How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along! It’s like costly anointing oil 

flowing down head and beard, flowing down Aaron’s beard, flowing down the collar of his 

priestly robes. It’s like the dew on Mount Hermon flowing down the slopes of Zion. Yes, that’s 

where God commands the blessing, ordains eternal life. 

The Psalmist sings out that unity is a beautiful thing. 

We, as a church community and as a nation, are still battling masks and vaccinations. If you 

would have told me back in March of 2020 that we would still be dealing with this disunity, I 

would have laughed. Now, I cry and lament. Today’s report state cases are up in every single 

state, vaccinations are down and safety protocols are being reinstated in many areas because of 

the surges and disunity is strengthening. 

Then, outside of Covid, tragically the Church, whether Protestant, Pentecostal, or non-

denominational, is also in the grips of redefining itself in relation to doctrine, liturgy, ordination 

questions, immigration, human sexuality, and a host of many social, political, economic, and 

cultural injustices. We are divided. 

Ephesians 2, please help us out. We need it! 

As the pastor of Bay View, I believe part of my responsibility and call is to persuade those of us 

on different sides of the aisle to come together. In the text, we are called to be brothers and 

sisters in Christ; or to be more inclusive; siblings in Christ. 

We, as a church need to be united so we can focus on the tasks of social justice, evangelism, 

missionizing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Or if we want to use our Lutheran 

theology; living out our baptismal vows. By the way, we will be having two baptisms this week. 

In the Ephesians text, Paul uses a metaphor to signify that the Gentiles and Jews are now one 

family. They were struggling and used divisive words. We (Jews) and They (Gentiles). The 

writer of Ephesians clearly wants them to come together and shares that they are able to do so 

because through the cross, through the blood of Christ, that we and they have been brought 

together. He takes the unity to the next level and speaks of peace: 
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Jesus tore down the wall that we used to keep each other at a distance. Jesus made both one. We 

are one body. In scripture, we also see that being one body, we each have specific gifts to keep 

the one body together and to make an impact. 

In Christ, who is our cornerstone, we are no longer strangers and aliens who are divided by 

hostility. We have been made one, and in our oneness, our loving unity, we are able to reach out 

and break down the walls of hostility that divide our church, our community and our world. 

Hence, the hostility that once existed between Jews and Gentiles was destroyed by the events of 

the cross. Therefore, we at Bay View Lutheran are summoned to reconsider ways that we can 

live together without walls of hostility toward each other. Reconciliation is the fulfillment of 

God’s Covenant.  

Beloved Community, the call for unity and peace should be the agenda and mission of all 

humanity. The Church must model a life of servanthood discipleship, as evidenced by the life of 

Jesus Christ in the four Gospels. Thus, pride, contempt, and intolerance toward other fellow 

human beings should be opposed and rejected at every level of human life. This is the warning of 

the apostle Paul, and it’s not just for Gentiles and Jews, but the entire human family; including us 

here in Sturgeon Bay, in 2021. 

The call in our second reading today, is basically a summoning of all people to live together as 

children of one parent. If God is the parent of all humanity, polarization in all its forms should be 

avoided. The events of the Cross brought in a new season, whereby humanity is called to 

reconcile with each other to live in harmony with others. While it may be hard to live among one 

another with many different views, the call of God on the church is summed up in one word: 

LOVE. 

Love transcends everything in the world, and as such, the church should embody the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Friends, may we continue to love one another as we truly are the 

body of Christ. Amen. 

 


