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Sermon        Sixth Sunday After Pentecost        July 4th, 2021 

Jesus leaves the sea and goes to his hometown. The hometown boy returns and it does not end 

well. They took offense to him and did not want him around. Jesus was dumbfounded at their 

unbelief. He realized that he could not do much and left his hometown and went to the nearby 

villages teaching. 

Then, a change occurred. 

Jesus gathered the disciples around him and appointed them to teams of two and sent them out. I 

always wondered what had to be going through their minds. They just saw Jesus get rejected in 

his hometown and now they are being sent out with almost nothing to do ministry. 

I wrestled with this text this week. In the end, what I got stuck on was the following. The 

rejection that Jesus faced was the springboard, the catalyst if you wish for a new ministry to 

spring up. 

The disciples struggled all across the board. However, in this story, the disciples who went out 

empty-pocketed and what many would consider not well-prepared; they got the job done and 

they were successful in spreading the Good News. 

Now, I want to possibly read a little into the text and share with you what I see as a blue print for 

possible church growth strategy for us to lean into as a church body in Sturgeon Bay. 

In the early part of Mark, Jesus calls the disciples. Then Jesus teaches the disciples and asks 

them to walk with him and watch him do ministry. Jesus then has them do some ministry as he 

watches and then reinstructs and then he sends them out. 

This story is shared in the other Gospels but Mark’s story is a little different. The focus is 

different. Now, this should not alarm you. I know that there are many people who look at the 

different stories in the Gospel’s and think that there are contradictions but that is simply not the 

case. It is through the lens of the writer. 

Two simple examples can come from last night. Last night, I had the honor and privilege on 

being out on the water with 10 individuals. If each one of us was given the task of writing a page 

story on what we saw, what we experienced and what we remembered; we would have 10 

different stories, most likely.  

Then, I am not sure how many of you watched the NBA game last night. But, the Bucks defeated 

the Hawks last night and the Milwaukee Bucks advanced to the NBA for the first time since 

1974. If I asked you to share with me about the game, someone might share about Holiday 

scoring 27 points and that he was the deciding factor or maybe someone would say it was all 

about Middleton’s 32 point showing especially his 8 for 8 from the free throw line while 

someone else would talk about Trae Youngs having a terrible night of shooting, 4 for 17 while 

going 0 for 6 from 3 point line and it was all because of the Bucks defense. 

So, back to Mark’s difference and what it may mean for us today. The disciples were to continue 

the movement in households. Now, this was not too shocking. When we take a look at the 

ministry of Jesus, much of his success was in people’s homes and building relationships. God 

was moving in a new direction. Ministry was occurring outside of the synagogue.  

The next thing, the disciples continued with the ministry of repentance but they added a 

distinctive component and that was oil.  
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I think that we need to examine the importance of ministry in our homes, small gatherings, 

events on the water and when we gather on the ball fields. I also think that we need to really zero 

in and focus in on our healing and restoration ministries. Those words may seem scary and 

daunting but by that, I simply mean for us to be there for one another. We are in each other’s 

corners. We are accompanying each other in life, we are praying and checking in with one 

another and letting others know that God loves them and that we do too. 

Over the last few weeks, I have had multiple conversations with church members. In these 

conversations, I have heard about the highs and the lows of Bay View. Richard Voelz words this 

week echo the messages of those who shared their stories with me and the Gospel reading. Hear 

his thoughts: 

There are seasons in which we find ourselves riding high in ministry, when it seems that are 

ministries are strong and effective., when our witness to the community and the world seemingly 

have the capacity to change the world. Then there are Jesus-in-Nazareth seasons: times when 

every faithful act seems to be thwarted by circumstance or by people; people we know and love 

who seem opposed to divine power for healing and liberation. 

We are coming out of a global pandemic. Maybe we are at a low point in our ministry. I am not 

sure if I buy that narrative but that is a narrative that is being spoken in some corners. But, in the 

midst of a failing or low-point, Jesus and the disciples re-grouped and ministry occurred. The 

disciples were on the move. A statement that you will begin to hear and I am sure that you have 

heard it a few times is that Bay View Lutheran is on the move. 

Back to the disciples and the beginning of the sermon. The disciples when they heard the words 

to go out and do ministry, they were like, you want us to do what? Jesus reassured them and gave 

them instructions and they went out an accomplished the tasks. 

Friends, the message for us is still fairly simple and true because we have a God that is on the 

move with us. In the midst of stepping out of this pandemic, we cannot be swayed. When we 

face obstacles, we must carry out the ministry of Christ; regardless. Even if we must do it 

without a safety net. 

The disciples, who many thought were unable to do the ministry did ministry. You can do 

ministry. We can do ministry. We can make a difference in our community. God is calling you to 

be and do ministry. 

One final thought as it pertains to Bay View. Currently, there are some gaps in ministry. There 

are positions that need to be filled. Spots that it would be oh so beautiful to fill to carry out their 

ministries. Yes, there may be individuals reaching out to you and asking if you will be involved. 

I ask you to prayerfully consider those roles. However, as we move forward, what I would love 

to see is that we as individuals will be able to focus on passion over position. What are you 

passion about and use that passion and turn it into ministry. 

If you ever want to get together and talk about your passion and how that passion can be a 

ministry; please let me know. And in whatever we do, let us make sure that we do not limit who 

can minister and who can serve because our vision is too small. 

May we have the courage to dream and vision BIG. Amen. 

 


