BAY VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH

August 2021

From Pastor Jeff

Here is a logo that you
will begin to see
around the church and
within the ministry of
Bay View
Lutheran Church. In
my 22 years of ministry
in the UMC & ELCA, I
have seen many times
that individuals and
churches believe that
Faith and Christian
Education is
"something" for
children and early
youth "to do". We
provide educational
opportunities for
children and then the
teenager "graduates"
from church at
confirmation
(affirmation of faith
service).
Let us dream big. It is
more than that. I am
hoping that I can be a
"cheerleader" of
change. So, with that

being said, I want you
to be "open" to change.
This fall, we are going
to throw a "change-up"
for our students in
grades 6-12. Thus,
confirmation and high
school ministry will
look different on
Wednesday's. Then
there will be multiple
opportunities for adults
to engage in lifelong
faith. They will include
(but not be limited to)
bible study, video
series, and a book
club.

Be on the lookout for
these new
opportunities and I will
ask you to be open to
change and let us see
where the Holy Spirit
blows. A "tag-line" from
the Personnel team has
been, BV is on the
Move. Let's be on the

move, try new things
and see how we can
grow in our faith and
reach out to those
around us.

being on the team. It is
about learning about
the team and deciding if
you want to participate.
PJ's first workshop in
Iowa is August 8th-11th.
Let's brainstorm
TOGETHER on how we
can make a difference at
Bay View and Sturgeon
Bay.

Moses Project: Update
On Sunday, August 1st,
Pastor Jeff will be
holding an information
meeting regarding the
Moses Project. He
invites you to the
church for a meeting at
6:30 pm. At the
meeting, you will hear
more about the project
and his "dream" for the
Moses Dream Team at
BVLC.
Come and be part of
the team. Coming to
the August 1st meeting
is NOT committing to
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Bay View Lutheran Church
340 W Maple St
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
CHILDREN’S CHURCH

EVERY Sunday during
10:30 service!
Families will start the
church service together in
the sanctuary. Children will
participate in Children’s
Message and then leave
the sanctuary with Dori for
a short time to do some fun
activities. They will return to
finish the church service
with their families!

THE HOME PAGE
ALL YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY
INFORMATION IN ONE PLACE

Participating in
children/youth ministry
beginning this fall?

Print off the registration form
and return to Dori as soon as
you are able!

Sunday, September 12th
Rally Day
Community Cookout
12 Noon
Join for fellowship, food,
and outdoor games!

More information coming soon!
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Missed June’s Info Meeting
about next summer’s Youth
Gathering?

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

Wednesday, August 11th
BEACH DAY!
1:30-3:30 pm
Otumba Park

Confirmation &
HS Youth Group begins
Wednesday, September 1st
6:00 pm—8:00 pm
Come hungry!
MISSION BOARD MEETING

Youth Board
Tuesday, August 17th
7:00 pm

Learning Board
Tuesday, August 24th
7:00 pm

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP

Every Wednesday this
summer!
9:00—11:30 am
Open to all youth who
have completed
Kindergarten & up!
Haven’t signed up yet??
That’s okay!
Talk to Dori for more
information!

Minneapolis, Minnesota
Saturday, July 23rd, 2022 —
Thursday, July 28th, 2022
This trip is open to incoming
eighth graders through
incoming seniors in high
school.
Excited to learn more?
Interested youth and one
parent/guardian should attend
the next informational meeting
on Wednesday, August 18 at
6:30 pm!

HS Youth Group is
sponsoring a Blood Drive with
the Community Blood Center!
Friday, August 27th
1:30-3:00 pm
Scheduling info coming soon!

PAGE 3

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS
FOR FAMILIES
Daily Prayer : Dear God, give us faith to see in Jesus the bread of life that feeds us and cares for us now and
always. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer: Dear Bread of Life, we thank you that with this gift of food, we taste and see that you are
good. Amen. (Psalm 34:8 and John 6:35)
Blessing to Give: May God come to you and bless you with faith and hope through Christ our Lord.
© 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.
IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS
Children’s Church: EVERY Sunday during the 10:30 worship service!
Summer Bible Camp: Wednesdays, 9:00 am—11:30 am. Happening NOW through August 25th!
Wednesday, August 11th

1:30-3:30 pm

Middle & High school Youth Beach Day at Otumba Park

Wednesday, August 18th

6:30-8:00 pm

2022 Youth Gathering Info Meeting

Wednesday, August 25th

6:30-8:00 pm

High School Youth Campfire

Friday, August 27th

11:30-3:00 pm

Community Blood Center Blood Drive, Bay View Parking Lot
Sponsored by Bay View High School Youth Group!
Advance appointment necessary — more info coming soon!

Wednesday, September 1st

6:00-8:00 pm

Confirmation & High School Youth Kick-Off!

Sunday, September 12th

12:00 noon

Rally Day Community Cookout

Four Confirmation youth & PJ spent a week in July
at Crossways’ Image Dei Village site.
Their time at camp was filled with Bible Study,
games, songs, and laughter.
Check out the Bay View Lutheran Church Facebook page for more pictures of
their fun,
faithfilled
week!
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Reopening Task Force
Hello Bay View Members! The
Reopening Task Force continues
to meet regularly to make
thoughtful and careful decisions
regarding the safety of our
members. As you may recall, we
are implementing new policies
and attempting to loosen
restrictions every four weeks
based on COVID data within the
county, recommendations from
the CDC, as well as the Wisconsin
Council of Churches. The county
data looks very good at this time
but we are keeping our eye on
the variants that are causing
some issues throughout the
country. The CDC states that fully
vaccinated people do not need to
be masked in most situations but
individual groups may make their
own regulations. In addition, the
Wisconsin Council of Churches
reminds us to be cautious. We are
welcoming everyone to worship
knowing that some people are
not and cannot be vaccinated at
this time. God LOVES us ALL and
we need to make certain that

everyone feels welcome and
safe to attend worship!
Please review the most recent
guidelines which were
implemented on Sunday, July
18. If you are fully vaccinated,
you may choose to attend the
8:00am worship service without
wearing a mask. If you are not
vaccinated, please continue to
wear a mask. Masks continue to
be required for all at the
10:30am service. This is to
protect our youngest and most
vulnerable members. Your
cooperation is greatly
appreciated!

responsibility to clean-up after
your meeting or event. THANK
YOU!
The task force will meet again in
early August to review data and
make decisions on further
changes that could take place on
August 15. Thank you for your
understanding and patience as
we continue to move forward.

The task force no longer has
special guidelines for building
use. All building use protocols
that were in place prior to
COVID will continue at this time.
All rooms are available for use
including the kitchen. Please
contact Cheryl to reserve a spot
for your meeting or event to
avoid conflicts. Just a friendly
reminder that it is your

OUTDOOR SIGN COMMIT TEE
The ad hoc Outdoor Sign
Committee met on July 22 with
representatives of Creative Sign
Co. to consider options for a new
exterior sign. Attending were:
Terri Wiesner, Paula Wendland,
Lucille Kirkegaard, Nyla Small,
Cheryl DeMeuse, Pastor
Jeff. Creative Sign Co. presented

possible options including
programmable electronic
options. Further discussion
centered on possible location
of, need for, and cost of a new
sign. No decisions were made.
The next meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, August 12, 2021,

4 pm. Any member interested
in being part of this committee
is invited to attend.
Submitted by Lucille
Kirkegaard, liaison to Media
and Evangelism
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M u s i c at Bay V i e w
Did you practice your instrument
at home during COVID or learn
how to play a new one? Are you
ready to sing to someone other
than your cat? We are finally at a
place where we can start to talk
about adding more music back
into our worship and you are
warmly invited to join us! Please
feel free to contact me at
music@bvlc.org any time.
Janet Anderson
Power & Light- (praise band) Do
you play guitar, keyboards, a
wind instrument, or do you just
love to sing praise music? We are
always looking for musicians to
join our merry band. Some
musical knowledge is needed
since we read off of lead sheets,
but we are happy to help you
figure out how to make it work
for your skill level if you are

unsure. Try a few rehearsals
with us and see what you
think! Rehearsals will be
Monday nights 6-7, starting
on August 23. On Sunday
mornings, we meet at 9:30 for
a brief warm up rehearsal and
sound check before playing
the 10:30 service. When a
month has 5 Sundays, we do
not play on the 5th week.
Adult choir- A very fun group
of people to make music
with! Choir stays pretty lowkey (lots of laughs) and the
music isn't hard so it’s a great
place to start if you'd like to try
something new. We are very
welcoming and supportive
and will quickly become your
second family. We will be
starting up on September 9
and will rehearse on

Thursdays from 7:00-7:45. We
sing two Sundays a
month, once at the 8:00 service
and once at the 10:30. We also
try to do Christmas and Easter
cantatas on a rotating basis
every year and a half as well as
join in on the large combined
choir at the Thanksgiving Eve
service.
Sunday School Music- TBD. We
are still in the planning stages
for our Sunday School kids so
we'll wait to get specifics, but I
have some really fun music that
I can't wait to teach the
kids! While you wait- check out
this song: Wavewalker by
Citizen Way. It is AWESOME!

Submitted by Janet Anderson

HELP WANTED—ISO (In Search Of) Volunteers to Videotape
Worship Services
Can you help us reach out to
more people in our congregation
and community?

During the pandemic, when our
church was closed, we started
videotaping our worship services
for viewing and listening on the
Internet. Andy Anderson has
been faithfully recording for Bay
View for months and months
now, but his last Sunday doing so
will be August 22nd. (Thank you,
Andy!) If we want to continue this
service for our shut-ins, those in

the community who might be
looking for a church,
vacationers, and others, we
need people to step up and
volunteer. We recently
applied for a grant from the
East Central Synod, and
received funds for video
equipment.
If you volunteer, we would
work with you to
accommodate your schedule
and to figure out the
equipment.

Like so many other
organizations emerging from
the pandemic we think that
Bay View should continue
with an enhanced online
presence.
Please say “yes, I’m willing to
help out with this! It sounds
like fun!” Then call or email
the office: 743-4705 or
office@bvlc.org
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WELCA 5I Open Door

Sign up for Daily Grace
Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for
your spiritual journey, offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless, and often surprising
grace by signing up for a daily email message. You can also download the app for
your IOS and Android devices. Learn more
at welca.org/dailygrace.

Education Opportunities from our synod:
Time to register for Addiction & Faith
Conference
The Center of Addiction & Faith will hold its third
Addiction & Faith Conference, Oct. 7-9 in
Bloomington, Minn., to give faith communities
tools for responding to the addiction crisis.
Registration is open for in-person and virtual
attendance
at www.addictionandfaithconference.com.
Register by July 31 for early-bird pricing. The
center grew out of the Fellowship of Recovering
Lutheran Clergy. The Rev. Ed Treat was an active
Lutheran pastor in 2018, when he held the first
Addiction & Faith Conference. The success
encouraged him to leave parish ministry after 25
years and dedicate himself full-time to the Center
of Addiction & Faith, which became a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization in 2020.

Faith Over Fear
Educators and congregational leaders are invited
to participate in a free, four-part virtual training
course specifically designed for educators and
community leaders who are committed to
countering anti-Muslim discrimination and
Islamophobia in their communities. The Shoulder
to Shoulder Campaign is excited to offer this
unique opportunity to ELCA members and other
partners. Register today
(https://lakelandslearning.com/courses/
overcoming-fear/)
sessions will be held July 27and
August 3, 10 and 17.
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Have you ever heard of God Pause ?
A great daily devotion. You can find the link here:
https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/
Sample:
Thursday, July 29, 2021
John 6:24-35 (NRSV)

Read John 6:24-35 on biblegateway.com
Verse24So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the
boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. Verse25When they found him on the other side of the sea,
they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" Verse26Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Verse27Do not
work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal."
Verse28Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" Verse29Jesus answered
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." Verse30So they said to him,
"What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Verse31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.'" Verse32Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. Verse33For the bread of
God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." Verse34They said to him, "Sir, give
us this bread always." Verse35Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
Devotion
Knowing the boredom of living as the only child among five adults, I looked forward to the visits of Great
Uncle Hans from North Dakota. Anticipation—the crowds around Jesus knew that feeling. Having seen him
take five loaves, give thanks, and turn them into enough to feed the crowds, they waited for what he would
do next.
Storytellers like John are fascinated by the story of the bread multiplied or the water turned to wine, but
more than that he invites us to anticipate the One who made these things happen as he comes into our lives
and our world.

My story is that the Bread of Life makes a difference in my life. So join me. We anticipate the presence of the
Bread of Life who comes to us in bread and wine. He restores us and sends us out, anticipating what happens when we feed the hungry and love the unlovable.
Prayer
God of rye and tortilla, matzo and pita, we anticipate your coming in bread and wine. Make us new in this
Bread of Life. Amen.
Richard Mork ’70 M.DivRetired Pastor, Blaine, Minnesota
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Bay View Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
(Unapproved)
July 13, 2021–7:00 PM
The meeting was called to
order at 7:00 PM by President
Karen Newbern.
Attending: Andy Anderson,
Jody Arbter, Karen Isensee,
Steve Kase, Lucille Kirkegaard,
Karen Newbern, Paula Reichel
Excused: Connie Baudhuin,
Bill Brown, Pastor Jeff
Greathouse
DEVOTIONS—Paula led
devotions.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –

Motion by Andy, second by
Paula to approve the agenda.
Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF JUNE 15, 2021
MINUTES—Motion by Jody,

second by Andy to approve
the minutes. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
a. Photo directory (Harmann
Studios)-- Connie, liaison to the
Fellowship Board, which is
responsible for this project,
was absent. No report at this
time.
b. “God’s Work. Our Hands”
event— Andy reported on the
discussions the Service Board
has been having for this
September 12th event. As an
off-site project, the board is
looking into the possibility of
working with Door County
Sober Living in setting up and
maintaining one of their
rooms. They are also
developing a list of less
physical tasks that members
could take part in on-site at
Bay View. The Property Board
will be asked for a list of
projects they might have.
Andy expressed the need for
better communication among

the different Bay View groups
involved in Rally Day and
God’s Work/Our Hands. There
is some confusion over the
Rally Day date and activities
and how that meshes with
God’s Work/Our Hands.
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Building use requests—A
request was received by the
New Day Singers to use the
sanctuary on Thursday
evenings for rehearsals. The
group is a nonprofit. Motion

by Lucille, second by Jody to
approve the New Day Singers
request. Motion carried. Karen
I. suggested that perhaps the
group could at some time
perform for us at Bay View, as
has been done with similar
musical groups using our
building.
b. Approval of Changes on
Bank Signature Cards— We
need to make changes on our
bank signature cards,
reflecting the change in
council officers and
bookkeeper. Motion by Jody,

second by Paula R. to remove
Lucille Kirkegaard and Paula
Sullivan from accounts at
Nicolet Bank and Bank of
Luxemburg, and to replace
with Karen Newbern,
President, and Cheryl
DeMeuse, bookkeeper, and to
keep Steve Kase on the
accounts as Treasurer. Motion
carried.

c. Reopening Task Force—Jody
reported that this group will
be meeting on July 14th to reevaluate guidelines. She
emphasized that they are
following CDC
recommendations, the
guidance of the Wisconsin

Council of Churches, and the
science as it evolves. Council
members shared their
thoughts regarding masking
proposals, but the task force
has been given the authority
to make final
recommendations.
d. Congregations Lead
Initiative-- This is a 2-year
program for which a church
must submit a detailed
application by August 15, and
then possibly be selected as
one of 50 ELCA congregations
from across the nation to
participate in a cohort. It
focuses on sharing creative
ideas in a changing world.
The consensus of the council
was that although this seems
like a very worthwhile
program, we should focus on
the Moses Project to which we
have already committed, and
that adding this new initiative
might be one program too
many. We want to instead
focus on doing a good job
with the projects and changes
we already have underway.
STAFF REPORTS—Pastor Jeff
submitted a detailed written
report for June, broken down
by the five areas Bay View
emphasized in its Ministry Site
Profile: Worship, Youth
Ministry, Music, Visitation of
the Sick/Needy, and Creating
a Strategic Plan (church
growth).
FINANCIAL REPORT— The
Finance Board now has three
members in addition to Steve
and bookkeeper Cheryl
DeMeuse. They are Travis
Grooters, Dan Reichel, and
Keith

(Cont. on page 12)

PAGE 12

U n - A p p rov e d C h u rc h C o u n c i l M i n u t e s - C o n t ’ d
(Cont. from page 11)

Volkmann. Looking at the cash
flow report, though we have not
had to draw money out of
special accounts recently, we
continue to have a deficit of
around $3,000 to $4,000 a
month. This is not sustainable.
Income for June was $20,692.
Expenses were $23,709. The
finance board plans to carefully
look at all restricted accounts,
restructure the budget to
consolidate personnel items,
look at endowment options, and
start creating the budget in
August, earlier than in past
years. The audit committee
should be meeting soon to do
the 2020 audit. Because Cheryl
is now working as both office
administrator and bookkeeper,
Lucille suggested we make sure
that we have appropriate
policies in place to protect her
from any perceived conflict of
interest when dealing with
money. Lucille also suggested
we look into putting the money
from account 7109, the
parsonage fund, into an
investment account with higher
interest.
MISSION BOARD AND
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Evangelism and Media --Lucille is
looking into changing the
graphic on our weekly ad in the
Pulse. She has also organized an

ad hoc Outdoor Sign Committee
and contacted the Creative Sign
company for estimates and
options to either upgrade our
current sign or get a new one.
Property Board will also be
involved.
Learning Board—Jody reported
on the progress of Summer
Camp (aka VBS). There has
been a core of about 9 students
attending, plus many helpers.
They would like to paint church
light switch plates as an arts and
crafts project on August 11, with
the phrase “Serve Community.”
On August 18, they would like
to use the church parking lot for
a car wash, with proceeds going
to a community group yet to be
determined. Council gave the
OK for both projects. Other
activities are included in the
board’s detailed written report.
Personnel Board—Written report
was submitted. The board
continues to be very busy and is
reviewing the Policies and
Procedures manual,
participating in job reviews,
creating job descriptions, and
meeting with staff.
Property Board–Will be meeting
later this week. There was
mention of a concern of a
possible “shifting” in the carport.
Also noted was the need to
clean vents in the ceiling of the
Fellowship Hall.

Service Board-- Andy mentioned
getting Bay View more involved
in community events such as
parades and festivals. The board
is also discussing getting all
mission boards and committees
together to have a “fair” to
highlight what each group does,
gathering nominations and
recruiting new group members
for the coming year.
Worship Board—Karen I.
reported that we received a
grant from the East Central
Synod of Wisconsin to purchase
a tripod, video camera, and
possible laptop. We need to
recruit people willing to record
church services, as Andy’s last
day doing so will be August 22.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next regular council meeting is
August 17, 2021 at 7:00 PM
(Please note this is a change
from our usual second Tuesday
meeting date.)

Devotions for next meeting:
Jody

Visitor articles are due by the
15th of every month.

ADJOURNMENT-- Meeting
adjourned at 8:35 PM with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Karen Isensee,
council secretary
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Decorating

Decorating Committee

Counters

Kerry Isensee
Harriet Paral

Reader Coordinator

Kerry Isensee

Usher Coordinator

Worship BD-Janet
Anderson

On Line Calendar

Jenniece Hoiska
Cheryl DeMeuse

Ushers
8am
Aug 1
Aug 8
Aug 15
Aug 22

Readers
10:30am

Volunteer
-Volunteer

Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

8am

Altar
Guild

10:30am

Walt
Bentley

Janet
Anderson

Rita Hunt

Dwight
Zeller

Joanne Dull

Rita Hunt

Jane
Kusche

Adelle
Douglass

Barb Pagels
Barb Pagels

Kay Lyndahl Steve Kase

Rita Hunt
Barb Pagels
Rita Hunt

Barb Pagels
Aug 29

Volunteer

Dwight
Zeller

Karen
Newbern

Rita Hunt
Barb Pagels
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sun-Aug 1
Independence Day
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Aug 2
3:00pm Personnel BD
Tues-Aug 3
8:08am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Executive BD
Wed-Aug 4
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
6:30pm Task Force
Thurs-Aug 5
Office closes at 10:30am
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers
Sat-Aug 7
9:00am Al Anon
Sun-Aug 8
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Aug 9
5:30pm Worship BD
Tues-Aug 10
5:15pm Finance Committee

Wed-Aug 11
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
1:30pm MS & HS Beach Day
6:30pm Stewardship BD
Thurs-Aug 12
8:45am Christ Care
10:00am Grief Support
4:00pm New Sign Meeting
5:45pm New Day Singers

Sat-Aug 14
9:00am Al Anon
11:00am Baptism
Sun-Aug 15
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Tues-Aug 17
7:00pm Church Council
6:00pm Youth BD
Wed-Aug 18
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
6:30pm Youth Gathering
Meeting

Sun-Aug 22
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Aug 23
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal
7:00pm Service BD
Tues-Aug 24
10:00am Book Club (formally
AAUW)
7:00pm Learning BD
Wed-Aug 25
9:00am Summer Bible Camp
6:30pm HS Campfire
Thurs-Aug 26
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers
Fri-Aug 27
1:30pm HS youth/CBC Blood Drive

Sat-Aug 28
9:00am Al Anon

Thurs-Aug 19
Office Closed
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers

Sun-Aug 29
8:00am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
10:30am In-house Worship
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Fri-Aug 20
Office Closed

Mon-Aug 30
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal

Sat-Aug 21
9:00am Al Anon
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Ann Marie Heinz

See the Face
“To love another person is to see
the face of God!” This lyric from
the musical Les Miserables has
always gotten to me. But last
night when I heard it, I was
literally looking at a person I love,
my grandson Jack. And a few
minutes later during the finale, I
was looking at my
granddaughter Kennedy. The
welling up of emotion that I
always feel hearing this music,
turned to a font of tears in that
was hard to stop.
I think the ability to love another
person is one of the greatest gifts
God has given us. If we are lucky,
we have people we love dearly.
Our families and close friends
bring us more than joy, they
bring us fulfillment. It’s not
always joy we feel if our loved
one is suffering. But it is
fulfillment we feel if we can do

anything to help them. Even if it’s
just letting them know we are
there for them.
But as I think more about the
words from the song, I realize that
we should see the face of God in
everyone. Jesus told us to love
one another. If we do that, we
can save one another. Our acts of
love can open up others to share
their love. It’s like paying it
forward.
In the story of Les Miserables, the
kindness of a priest changes the
life of Jean Valjean, the main
character. The priest’s act of love
allows Jean Valjean to learn to
love again after many years of
despair. Throughout the story,
Valjean’s ability to love leads him
to care about an entire town of
people, a man he doesn’t even
know, and a young girl whose
dying mother entrusts him with

her upbringing. For this child, he
would do anything and ultimately
risks his life to rescue the young
man she would eventually marry.
It seems to me that since Covid
reared its ugly head many people
have become very self-concerned.
Fear can take us to a place of
selfishness. But we cannot thrive in
our own little existences. We need
to care about the world around us
and act in a way that will benefit us
all.

Pay attention and try to visualize
God’s face in all the people you see
or hear about. Ask yourself how
you can love them; what you can
do to improve their world. The
answers are out there. They are in
the face of God.

