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PRELUDE: Jason Palmer 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

~ posted on Literature & Liturgy. https://

jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/ 
 

Who among you is seeking the wisdom of God? 

We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our hearts. 

Who among you is seeking God’s bright and holy truth? 

We long to learn the ways of wisdom and righteousness. 

Who among you is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 

We long to live lives of holiness and light. 

God grants God’s wisdom generously to all who ask. 

Come near, people of God! 

Let us worship in wisdom and truth.  

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

~ posted on Literature & Liturgy. https://

jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/ 
 

God of holy wisdom, 

we are seekers on the way to a deeper wisdom and a wider 

vision. 

Our lives are full of information and opinions, 

but in the midst of it all we long to hear the voice of wisdom – 

Your wisdom, God – 

cutting through the noise and teaching us how to live. 
 

God, we have come here this morning 

to learn wisdom from your Word, 

from your Holy Spirit, 

and from one another. 

We have come so that wisdom may call us out of the darkness 

and into the light. 

We have come to have the deeper, richer, wisdom-filled life 

that you have promised to each of us. 
 

https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/
https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/
https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/
https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/
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O God, 

make us ready to hear the Words spoken to our hearts this 

morning. 

Call us to hear your wisdom 

and grant us the courage to respond. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

 

Confession 

~ written by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on Liturgies 

Online.  http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/   
 

Lord Jesus Christ, there are times when we all feel like victims— 

pawns in the powerplays which are so much a part of life these 

days. 

As usual, however, you look into our hearts 

and question what part we play in these power games.   

We know that in your eyes it is not social status, 

or wealth or reputation that count,  

and we confess how easily our lives can become enmeshed 

in such wordly values.  

You risked personal comfort and security 

when you reached out to those on the edge of your society,  

lepers and sinners—people whom others considered unclean. 

Forgive us when we fail to meet your challenge 

to identify with those whom society would call worthless. 
 

You showed us that the journey of discipleship 

is a journey into servanthood and powerlessness. 

Forgive us for being tempted to pursue power 

and to favour competition over compassion.  
 

You, Lord, saw the good in everyone 

and showed us exactly what it means to be the servant of all, 

while too often we see others as rivals 

in the race for success, influence and popularity. 
 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 

Imprint these words on our hearts 

 and put your living Spirit within us, we pray, 

http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/
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 so that we serve others and you 

with wisdom, understanding, love and compassion. Amen. 

  

Assurance 

~ written by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on Liturgies 

Online.  http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/  
 

We have confessed our sins to one another, and to God, 

and we believe that prayer is powerful and effective. 

In that belief, I declare to you, 

in Jesus Christ we are healed and forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

  
 

GATHERING SONG: Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven  

(ELW 864) 

 

1 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 

 joyfully your tribute bring. 

 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

 evermore God's praises sing. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Praises everlasting ring! 
 

2 God be praised for grace and favor 

 to our forebears in distress. 

 God be praised, the same forever, 

 slow to chide and swift to bless. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Glorious is God's faithfulness! 
 

3 Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, 

 blows the wind and it is gone; 

 but, as mortals rise and perish, 

 God endures unchanging on. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 Praise the great Eternal One! 
 

4 Angels sing in adoration, 

 in God's presence, face to face. 

 Sun and moon and all creation, 

http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/
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 all who dwell in time and space. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Praise with us the God of grace! 
 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. O God,  
 

our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome 

us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and 

selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 

and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 54 
 

 1Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 

 2Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have 
 sought my life, 

  those who have no regard for God. 

 4Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  

 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  

 
 

SECOND READING: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
 

A reading from James. 
 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good 

life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 
14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not 

come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For 

where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 

disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from 

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 

mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 
18

And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 

make peace.4: 
 

  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 

from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within 

you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit 

murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 

engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you 

do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
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wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. 

He did not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his 

disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 

human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 

killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he 

was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 

house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 
34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 

another who was the greatest. 
35

He sat down, called the twelve, 

and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 

servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; 

and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes 

one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 

me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON: Elle Dowd 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome (ELW 641) vs 1, 3, 5  

 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

 how hearts learn to forgive. 
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Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 

administrator. 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: CREED OF HOPE 

— written by Gerardo Oberman, Argentina.  From Prayers for 

the Week of Prayer for Christian unity 2004,   posted on the 

World Council of Churches website.   
 

I believe in God. 

The God of all creeds, with all their truths. 

But, above all, in the God 

that rises from the dead 

to become part of life. 

  

http://www.giamusic.com/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-commissions/faith-and-order-commission/xi-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-resources/resources/2004/04-prayers.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-commissions/faith-and-order-commission/xi-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-resources/resources/2004/04-prayers.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/home.html
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I believe in the God that accompanies me along 

every step of my path on this earth, 

many times walking behind me, watching me and suffering with my 

mistakes, 

other times walking beside me, talking to me and teaching me, 

and other times walking ahead of me, guiding and marking my 

pace. 
 

I believe in the God of flesh and blood, Jesus Christ, 

the God who lived in my skin and tried on my shoes, 

the God who walked in my ways, and knows of lights and 

shadows. 

The God who ate and starved, 

who had a home and suffered loneliness, 

who was praised and condemned, kissed and spat on, loved and 

hated. 

The God who went to parties and funerals, 

the God who laughed and cried. 
 

I believe in the God who is attentive today, who looks at the world 

and sees the hatred that segregates, divides, 

sets people aside, hurts and kills, 

who sees the bullets piercing the flesh, 

and the blood of innocent people flowing on the earth, 

who sees the hand that dips into another's pocket, 

stealing what somebody needs to eat, 

who sees the judge that favours the highest bidder, 

the truth and justice of hypocrites, 

who sees the dirty rivers and the dead fish, 

the toxic substances destroying the earth 

and piercing the sky 

who sees the future mortgaged and 

man's debt growing. 
 

I believe in God who sees all this … 

and keeps on crying. 
 

But I also believe in God 

who sees a mother giving birth – a life born from pain, 

who sees two children playing - a seed growing, 
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who sees a flower blooming out of the debris - a new beginning, 

who sees three crazy women clamoring for justice – an illusion that 

doesn't die 

who sees the sun rising every morning - a time of opportunities. 
 

I believe in God who sees all this … 

and laughs, 

because, 

in spite of it all, 

there is hope. 

  
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

~ written by Jenny Adams and posted on the Church of Scotland’s 

Starters for Sunday website. http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 
 

Servant God, 

be with those who are not seen and heard in the world, 

because of their gender or age; their caste or race; 

their sexuality or lifestyle; their poverty or history. 

Open our ears and eyes, to hear and see all people as yours. 
 

God of little children, 

be with all children, wherever they live, 

whoever their parents are, whatever their needs, 

that they would all be welcomed and nourished, 

enabled to be all you want them to be. 

Open our hearts and arms, to welcome all your children. 
 

God of love, 

be with all who live with fear, 

fear of saying the wrong thing, fear of being labelled, 

fear of themselves or others, fear of you. 

Open us all to your endless love, that it might drive out fear. 
 

Teacher God, 

be with us all, as we struggle to make sense of your world and 

your word, 

as your church, in our communities, as your disciples. 

Open our minds and hearts, to learn from you. 
 

God of all, 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
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Father, Son and Spirit, 

hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken, 

and at this time, we lift those up who are close to our community. 

Please give extra strength, comfort and love to Paul (Jacobson), 

Donovan (Antholt), Vicki (Wittenberg), Mimi (Zinngrabe), Janet 

(Mickelson), Deanne & Chris (Schafer), Kevin & Cathy (Clark), 

Steven (Leek), Dan (Coyhis), Sasha (Hill), Fred & Darlene 

(Kirch), Sandy (Scott-Cota), Rusty (Feld), Kayla (Fleury), 

Rich (Mickelson), Carl (Scholz), Tysha (Osborne), 

Dale (Lyndahl), Beth (Jacobson), Michael (Cassity), Sue 

(Strong), Larry (Uecker), Carol (Bockhop), Andrew (Snyder), 

Lois (Krueger). 
 

Lord, at this time, we create an opportunity for individuals to lift 

up those close to them verbally  
 

We offer these up from the darkness and hope of our hearts, 

Amen 

 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
 

OFFERING 

 
 

MUSIC DURING OFFERING: Jason Palmer 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 
 

COMMUNION 

 
 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION: Children of the Heavenly Father 

(ELW 781) 
 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father 

 safely in his bosom gather; 

 nestling bird nor star in heaven 

 such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 

 in his holy courts they flourish. 

 From all evil things he spares them, 

 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

 from the Lord his children sever; 

 unto them his grace he showeth, 

 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

 his the loving purpose solely 

 to preserve them pure and holy. 
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 

administrator. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

SENDING BLESSING 

~ Copyright © 2003 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net  
 

Go out, clothed in strength and dignity. 

Submit yourselves to God and resist the devil. 

Delight in the Lord’s teaching, 

open your hands to the poor, 

and let your actions arise from the wisdom of God. 
 

And may God draw near to you and strengthen you; 

May Christ Jesus teach you the ways of simplicity; 

and may the Holy Spirit fill you with wisdom 

and make your fruitful in peace and righteousness. 
 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING SONG: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538) 
 

 The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 

 to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 
 

 The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 

 to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 

 that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 

http://www.laughingbird.net/


15 

 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today.  Repeat 

 
Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 

English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 

administrator. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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