November 7, 2021
All Saints Sunday
8:00 AM
Pastor Jeff Greathouse

PRELUDE: Janet Anderson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
from I Am Making All Things New, written by Rosie
Venner. Posted on the WSCF Europe website.
Come all who are weary
of wealth, of poverty, of power, of struggle, of division
Come all who are heavy-laden
with too much, with too little, with anxiety, with fear, with anger
Come all who have hope
for liberation, for peace, for freedom, for the kingdom
Hear these words
“See, I am making all things new.”

OPENING PRAYER
~ from the PCUSA website.
Eternal God, hope of all who trust in you,
in Christ you weep with those who mourn
even as you cry out in triumph over the grave.
Unbind us from sin, release us from captivity,
and with Lazarus, raise us from death to life,
so that we may join that great crowd of saints
who forever sing praise to your holy name;
through Christ, the resurrection and the life.
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
~ from “All Saints Day (Year A),” posted on Seasons Online.
Confession
Beloved, we are God’s children now,
but what we will be in the fullness of our time
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has not been revealed.
What we do know is this:
we will be like Jesus the Christ and saints of God.
Let us consider how Jesus was revealed among us
and pray to be more like the Christ in every way.
Jesus embodied the unconditional love of God…
We pray, may we be more like Jesus.
Jesus fed those who were hungry…
We pray, may we be more like Jesus.

Jesus drew near to those living on the margins and excluded…
We pray, may we be more like Jesus.
Jesus brought healing and wholeness to those in need…
We pray, may we be more like Jesus.
Jesus hungered and thirst for righteousness…
We pray, may we be more like Jesus.
Assurance

Beloved, through the love shown to us by Jesus,
we can be sure that we are God’s children now.
The Spirit of Christ is among us in this gathering
and the nature of Christ is revealed within us.
We are becoming more and more like Christ each day.
Therefore, let us live joyfully as God’s people;
saints and instruments of God’s way.
GATHERING SONG: The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing: The
Feast Is Ready (ELW 531)
Verse 1
The trumpets sound the angels sing
The feast is ready to begin
The gates of heav'n are open wide
And Jesus welcomes you inside
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Verse 2
Tables are laden with good things
O taste the peace and joy He brings
He'll fill you up with love divine
He'll turn your water into wine
Chorus
Sing with thankfulness
Songs of pure delight
Come and revel in
Heaven's love and light
Take your place at the
Table of the King
The feast is ready to begin
The feast is ready to begin
Verse 3
The hungry heart He satisfies
Offers the poor His paradise
Now hear all heaven and earth applaud
The amazing goodness of the Lord
CCLI Song # 190672
Graham Kendrick
© 1989 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 707096

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God,
you have knit your people together in one communion in the
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us
grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have
prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9
A reading from Isaiah.
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On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained
clear.
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And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
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he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the
earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
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It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 24 (read responsively)
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The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
2
For the Lord has founded it up-on the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
3
Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord,
and who may stand in God’s holy place?
4
Those of innocent hands and purity of heart,
who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by
what is false.
5
They shall receive blessing from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of heir salvation.
6
Such is the generation of those who seek you, O Lord,
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
5
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Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting
doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
9
Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting
doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is this King of glory?
Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory.
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6a
A reading from Revelation.
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I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
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he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words
are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: John 11:32-44
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and
deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?”
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”
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Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having
heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse

HYMN OF THE DAY: Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones (ELW 424)
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Ye watchers and ye holy ones,
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,
raise the glad strain: "Alleluia!"
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow'rs,
archangels, virtues, angel choirs:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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O higher than the cherubim,
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more glorious than the seraphim,
lead their praises: "Alleluia!"
Thou bearer of the eternal Word,
most gracious, magnify the Lord:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Respond, ye souls in endless rest,
ye patriarchs and prophets blest:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!"
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong,
all saints triumphant, raise the song:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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O friends, in gladness let us sing,
supernal anthems echoing:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!"
To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One:
"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: J. Athelstan Riley, 1858-1945
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights
reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
~ from the PCUSA website.

Eternal God, hope of all who trust in you,
in Christ you weep with those who mourn
even as you cry out in triumph over the grave.
Unbind us from sin, release us from captivity,
and with Lazarus, raise us from death to life,
so that we may join that great crowd of saints
who forever sing praise to your holy name;
through Christ, the resurrection and the life.
Remembering in our prayers: Paul (Jacobson), Donovan
(Antholt), Vicki (Wittenberg), Mimi (Zinngrabe), Janet (Mickelson),
Deanne & Chris (Schafer), Kevin & Cathy (Clark), Steven (Leek),
Dan (Coyhis), Sasha (Hill), Fred & Darlene (Kirch), Sandy (ScottCota), Rusty (Feld), Kayla (Fleury), Rich (Mickelson), Carl
(Scholz), Tysha (Osborne), Dale (Lyndahl), Beth (Jacobson),
Michael (Cassity), Sue (Strong), Larry (Uecker), Carol (Bockhop),
Andrew (Snyder), Lois (Krueger), Elena (Rouer), Chuck (Dull).
We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this
week: Katie (Gray), Eli (Ruff), Jaden (Stevenson), Mason
(Watermolen), Marsha (Wiesner), Rebekah (Propsom), Arliss
(Everson), Dana (Lindh), Jac (Clement), Edal (Evans), Kay
(Lyndahl), Aleah (Volkmann), Cecile & Tony (King).
Lord, at this time, we create an opportunity for individuals to lift up
those close to them verbally
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REMEMBRANCE OF ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
~ posted on LiturgyLink, October 30, 2014. https://
www.liturgylink.net/2014/10/30/litany-for-all-saints/
Let us give thanks to God for all the saints of our lives
and the witness they have shared with us
even as we continue to walk the journey of faith
and make our way to the glory that God is preparing for all of us.
Let us pray.

Eternal God,
our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
we praise you for the saints of all times and places
who have walked the road of faith before us and beside us.
For their witness to your love
and their commitment to your justice,
for their trust in your mercy regardless of the circumstance,
we give you thanks and praise.
God of all creation,
we praise you for all your servants
who have witnessed to your truth,
who have shown us your love,
who have inspired us to have hope.
By their example of faith, hope, and love,
remind us of your calling
to join in making your new creation real
in this world and the next.
God of grace and peace,
we praise you for women and men and children
who reflect your love into our world.
Guide us to continue their faithful work
as we too walk in the light of your love.
God of all saints,
today we especially remember
the saints from among this community
who have departed our company over the past year.
We thank you for the faithful witness of Barb Gosser, Heidi
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Richard, MaryLee Riddle, Marilyn Liebe, Norb Lenius, Arthur
Williamson, Joanne Herbst, Audrie Watkins, Richard Campbell,
Margi Larsen, Karen Johnson, Clarice Christianson, Delane
Jome, Margo Jackson,
for their courage amidst strife
and their hope in the face of death.
We remember so many other saints
who have walked this road with us,
whom we name before you aloud or in silence:
Continue to inspire us by their faithful witness,
that we too might join in bringing
your justice, mercy, and peace to our world.
Eternal God,
as we walk this pilgrim way,
make our faith firm,
our hope clear,
and our love pure,
that we might join the saints of all the ages
in praise eternal,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING

NOISY OFFERING
A second offering of loose change is taken for our Community
Emergency Fund.
MUSIC DURING OFFERING: Janet Anderson
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OFFERING PRAYER
Holy God,
the earth is yours and everything in it,
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,
and strengthen us to be your body for the world
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
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hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A feast of love is offered here
for you and for all the saints.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION: Shall We Gather at the
River (ELW 423)
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Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.
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On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain
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Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we ev'ry burden down;
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grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown. Refrain
4

Soon we'll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. Refrain

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed Jesus,
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.
Now send us forth to extend our tables
and to share your gifts
until that day when all feast together
at your heavenly banquet.
Amen.

SENDING BLESSING
~ from Celebrating All Saints Day: Resources for Congregational
Ministry and Worship, Rev. Richard J. Hull II, Contributing
Author. Published online by Christian Church Foundation.
God’s people have celebrated all that God has done,
from creation, to the cross,
to the saints who have lived among us.
Now we go from this place
to the work place,
the home place,
the market place;
every place living as God’s own people.
SENDING SONG: By All Your Saints (KUORTANE) (ELW 421)
1

By all your saints still striving,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
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forevermore be blessed!
For you arose victorious
that they might wear the crown
and share the light of glory
reflected from your throne.
Give praise to God Almighty,
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three in One,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
and honor, pow'r, and glory
ascribe to God alone.
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.; hymnal version, sts. 4, 9, 13, 16, 18
Text: sts. 4, 9 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and sts. 13,
16, 18 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.

DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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