BAY VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 2021

From Pastor Jeff Greathouse
the weariness of life
and unfortunately,
many of us are not
seeing an end in sight.
I know that many
times, we (I included)
can become so busy
with the "business" of
the church that we can
lose a sense of who
God is and what God
has done for us. So,
hopefully, we can rest
in God's loving arms. In
our fatigue, we need to
look at Jesus and point
others to Jesus.
With the sacrifice of
Jesus, we are no longer
separated from his
holiness.
I am not sure about
you, but I cannot
believe that we are
about ready to slide
into our Advent and
Christmas time at
church.
As pastor, I want to
encourage you to live
into the season. Let the
Advent services, Blue
Christmas and the

Christmas season speak
to your heart this year.
I did not touch on it in
my sermon last week
(November 14) but the
Hebrews church was at
the brink of exhaustion
and I think that there
are many within our
church and Door
County community
that are experiencing

Can I share something
with you? I am going
to be up-front with you
and let you know that I
am not a good "doer"
of this. So, the old
adage of "do what I
say, not what I do" may
be better here: REST.
Last week, we also
heard about our High
Priest (Jesus) sitting.
The "old" priest was
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Lifelong Faith December 2021 All your children, youth,
Bay View Lutheran Church
340 W Maple St
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
SUNDAY MORNINGS

EVERY Sunday during
10:30 service!
This learning and fellowship
time for elementary aged
children begins with the
Children Message during the
10:30 church service, followed
by Scripture discussion and a
craft or game with Dori.
Parents/guardians may pick
children up in the Education
Wing at the conclusion of the
church service.

and family ministry
information in one place!
Be sure to
join Bay
View’s CYF
group!
Photos, date
reminders, and other
important details will continue
to be shared on the platform!
www.facebook.com/groups/bvlc.cyf

Sunday, December 19th
Noon-3:00 pm
Bay View
Snowball fight? Board games?
Guaranteed fun time!
MISSION BOARD MEETINGS

Youth Board
Youth Board is not meeting in
the month of December.
See you again on Tuesday,
January 18th, 2022!
Learning Board
Learning Board is not meeting
in the month of December.
See you again on Tuesday,
January 25th, 2022!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

4K-5th grade
5:00-6:00*
*Option to stay for dinner with
middle & high school youth.

Dinner served 6:00-6:30 pm

6th grade-8th grade
6:00-7:30 pm

Come hungry!
Our Wednesday evenings
begin with a group dinner!

9th grade-12th grade
6:00-8:00 pm

Come hungry!

Help finish our group colorings
in the Education Wing hallway!
HS FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

Dori Arbter
Director of Children, Youth,
and Family Ministries
youth@bvlc.org
920-493-5244

Our Wednesday evenings
begin with a group dinner!
POINTS! POINTS! POINTS!

Wednesday, December 1st
7:30-8:00 pm
Decorate cookies

Friday, December 3rd
5:30-7:30 pm
Cookie Walk Set-Up

Saturday, December 4th
8:45-11:45
Help at Cookie Walk

Sunday, December 12th
10:30 Service
Participate in our
Intergenerational
Christmas Program

When not seated and eating,
masks are required for ALL
children, youth, and adults
working with them, whether
vaccinated or unvaccinated.
Thank you for understanding!
MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER TRIP
Sunday, June 19th 2022—
Friday, June 24th 2022
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Bay View has a limited
number of spots available!
Please fill out attached
registration form & turn in to
Dori TODAY!
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SAY, PRAY AND BLESS
FOR FAMILIES
Daily Prayer
Lord Jesus, may we join with John the Baptist to prepare your way into the world that all may know hope,
the forgiveness of sins, and the salvation you bring. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer
Dear God, we give you thanks for this meal and your tender mercies that bless us, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing to Give
May the Lord Jesus bless you with hope for each new day.
© 2021 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.

IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS
Wednesday, December 1st 4:30-8:00 pm

Cookie Decorating

Friday, December 3rd

5:30-7:30 pm

Cookie Walk Set-Up

Saturday, December 4th

8:45-11:45

Cookie Walk

Sunday, December 5th

10:30 Service

New Drivers Recognition

Sunday, December 12th

10:30 Service

Intergenerational Christmas Program

Sunday, December 19th

12:00-3:00 pm

High School Youth Meet-Up

Wednesday, December 29th

NO LIFELONG FAITH - See you in 2022!

Sign up to participate today!
Email, call, or text Dori with any questions.
youth@bvlc.org or 920-493-5244
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2022 Participant Release Form
Name of Participant: _________________________________________
Grade (if student): ______ T-Shirt Size
Church Name/City/State: ________________________________________
Trip Location: _________________________ Dates: ___________________
Liability Release Agreement
I/we understand that there are inherent risks involved in any mission trip activity, and I/we hereby release Serve
Boldly, its staff and volunteer workers from any and all liability due to any injury, loss or damage to person or
property that may occur during the course of my/our involvement with the Serve Boldly organization. I/we understand that during the week participants may be photographed or recorded and I authorize and agree to Serve
Boldly’s unrestricted use, reuse and distribution of images and recording including but without limitation for purposes of promoting and publicizing the mission trip. I/we understand that use of such materials will be without
compensation or our/my approval rights any time thereafter.

Transport Home Agreement for Students
I/we, the undersigned, as the parents having legal custody or the legal guardians of the above named participant,
a minor, have given our consent for our student to attend a mission trip operated by Serve Boldly, or are of legal
consenting age myself. I/we understand that a member of the Serve Boldly staff or an adult leader of our group
may need to send a student home as a result of illness, discipline issue or policy violation. I/we understand if the
participant named above is dismissed from the mission trip, I/they will be transported home at my/our expense.
Serve Boldly or an adult leader of our group will attempt to contact the parent or guardian to arrange such transportation.

Medical Release Agreement
I/we the undersigned, as the parents having legal custody, or the legal guardians of the above named participant,
a minor, have given our consent for our student to attend a mission trip operated by Serve Boldly, or are of legal
consenting age myself. In the event that I/they are injured while attending the mission trip and require the attention of medical personnel, I/we consent to any reasonable medical treatment as deemed necessary by a qualified
medical professional. In the event treatment is called for, which a medical professional and/or hospital personnel
refuses to administer without my/our consent, I/we hereby authorize an adult leader of our group, or a member of
the Serve Boldly staff to give such consent for us if I/we cannot be reached by telephone at one of the numbers
listed below, or because of an emergency, there is not time or opportunity to make a telephone call. In the event it
becomes necessary for that person to give consent for us, I/we agree to release and hold them harmless of any
claims, demands or suits for damages arising from the giving of such consent so long as the treatment is administered by or under the supervision of a medical professional. I/we also acknowledge that I/we will be ultimately responsible for the cost of any medical care should the cost of that care not be reimbursed by the health insurance
carrier. Further, I/we affirm that the health insurance information provided below is accurate at this date and will,
to the best of my/our knowledge, still be in force at the time of the mission trip.

Emergency Contact Information
Name: _______________________________________
Relationship to Participant: _____________________
Home Phone: _________________________________
Work Phone: __________________________________
Cell Phone: ___________________________________
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2022 Serve Boldly Participant Release Form
I understand and acknowledge that participation in a Serve Boldly mission trip is contingent upon compliance
with all the policies stated on the previous page: Liability Release, Transport Home and Medical Release. In
addition, I/we have reviewed the Serve Boldly Appropriate Behavior Policy and agree to comply and abide by
this policy on the Serve Boldly mission trip.
Participant - Minor Print Name: _____________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________
Parent/Guardian (1) Print Name: ____________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________

Parent/Guardian (2) Print Name: _____________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________
- - - - OR - - - Adult Participant Print Name: _________________________________
Signature: __________________________________ Date: ________
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In compliance with HIPAA privacy laws, the section below will be detached and disposed of after completion of your trip.

Medical Information
Participant Name: ______________________________________ Date of Birth: _______/_______/_______

Home Address: ___________________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Date of Last Tetanus Shot: _________________ Known Allergies: _________________________________
Current Medications or Health Conditions: ____________________________________________________
Food or Diet Concerns: ___________________________________________________________________
Is Participant Vaccinated against COVID-19? __________

Insurance Information
Name of health insurance company: ________________________________________________________

Health insurance group number: ____________________ Health insurance policy number:______________
Phone/address of health insurance company: __________________________________________________
Name of policy holder: ____________________________________________________________________
Policy holder’s phone number: _____________________________________________________________
*Please attach a copy of your insurance card with this form. It will be destroyed at the completion of the trip.
*Participants without health insurance are still able to attend, understanding the risks and personal liability to any and all medical
payments.
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“CHRISTMAS GIFT SHARING TREE”
The Council on Fellowship is organizing the “Gift Sharing Tree” for the Head Start
students and their families. Our goal again this year is to provide each Head Start
student and their siblings with one gift each this Christmas.
In the past our congregation has given selflessly to help make someone else’s
Christmas a little merrier. We hope that again this year you will open up your hearts
to help others.
The “Christmas Gift Sharing Tree” is up in the narthex and all tags have been taken!
Yay Bay View! There are still donation envelopes on the tree if you would like to
donate.. Simply choose a slip that is marked cash, put your donation in the attached
envelope and turn it into the office or place it in the offering at any service.
Please return the gifts wrapped.
We need to have the gifts returned no later than Sunday, December 12th to give the
committee time to get the gifts organized and distributed to the families.
Thank you for helping make someone’s Christmas a little brighter!

stewardship
The Stewardship Committee would like to thank
everyone who participated in the Bold Bay View
campaign. Because of you, Bay View is closer to
ending 2021 in the black. The support and
involvement of the congregation makes our
church stronger by the week. We appreciate your
response to our requests for financial help and
for your sharing of your time and talent. Bold Bay
View is moving forward thanks to you.

Pledge cards
Dear members,
This is a friendly reminder to get
your Bay View Lutheran Church
pledge cards in. Thank you all for
making a prayerful pledge for
2022.

Thus far, 45 members have
pledged for a total of
$83,207.00. There is still time
to get yours in.

PAGE 7

Task force
Hello Bay View!
The Reopening Task Force continues to meet regularly to carefully review current COVID information and
data to make recommendations for the safety of our entire congregation especially our children and those
with compromised immune systems. Door County has seen a slow decrease in new COVID cases over the
past nine weeks but Wisconsin has recently seen an increase in cases overall. Experts are predicting that
while heading into the holiday season and colder weather prompting more indoor gatherings, we may be
dealing with another surge of COVID cases. The good news is that when people who are vaccinated
become ill, their illness is typically less severe. Below is a chart comparing Door County vaccination rates to
Wisconsin, as well as the US (New York Times – 11/14/21).
VACCINATION RATES

DOOR COUNTY

WISCONSIN

UNITED STATES

Total Population

72%

59%

59%

Ages 12 and Up
Ages 65 and Up

80%

69%

69%

>99%

92%

86%

Experts estimate that 90% or more of the total population would need to be fully vaccinated for the country
to obtain herd immunity. Everyone age 5 and above is now eligible for the COVID vaccine.
We graciously thank you for supporting the task force decisions. We wish all of you a safe and happy holiday
season!

Your Reopening Task Force -

LouAnn Brown, Cheryl DeMeuse, Adele Douglass, Renee McAllister, Karen Newbern, Nancy Ruff, John
Stevenson, Pastor Jeff, Jody Arbter (Chair)

December 19th radio broadcast will be
sponsored by Verna Anderson in memory
of Donald Anderson, and Melvin & Mabel
Kramer.

Nativity Sets- If you have a nativity set, please
consider sharing it with us for part of this year’s
advent season. The decorating committee would
love to display them in church December 12-19.
(Indoor displays only please!) If you would like to
share your nativity set with your church family,
please bring it to church by Friday, Dec 10
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TWO HELPFUL COMMUNITY RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE AGAIN
The Holidays may not be merry,
or eagerly anticipated by those
who are suffering deep loss and
alone. More likely they are
dreaded.
We would like to make you aware
of two resources that are once
again available to our community
that will offer support, hope and
healing.
One is a Grief Support Group that
has been successfully meeting for
about 6 years and had to halt
meeting due to
COVID. SURVIVING THE LOSS OF
A SPOUSE will once again start
meeting in person the second
Thursday of each month at
Bayview Lutheran Church,
Conference Rm #1, from 10 - 11

am. (If you are unvaccinated,
we ask you to protect yourself
by wearing a mask). Please call
LouAnn Brown, (920) 7468645 for more information. Our
next meeting will be the
morning of Thursday,
December 9th.
Another excellent resource in
our community is the Divorce
Care weekly seminar/support
group that will help healing
from the hurt. This 13-week
course uses a workbook, videos
done by expert counselors,
discussion with the group, and
warm, caring leaders who
understand what you are going
through. Gain hope for your
future. This session is meeting

by zoom, until the group feels
comfortable meeting in person
again. We will help you get
connected on your
computer. The 2nd class will be
meeting this Thursday evening
from 6 to 8 pm. For more
information call Peter
Mannoja (920) 5593339, or LouAnn Brown (920)
746-8645.
Blessings,
LOUANN BROWN RN, Parish Ns
BVLC
PASTOR PETER MANNOJA,
Tanum Forest Lutheran Church

The Bay View Book Club
Invites YOU!
We meet quarterly,
on the 1st Wednesday in
October, January, April, and July.
Books chosen for the year:
January
The Girls in the Stelt House
By: Kelly Mustian
April
The Vanishing Half
By: Brit Bennett
July
The Marsh Kings Daughter
By: Karen Dionne
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Christmas program- Our intergenerational Christmas program will be on December 12 at the 10:30 service. We are still looking for participants so please
contact Janet Anderson today about if you have not already done so! We
are looking for baked items for coffee hour, anything handmade that could
be displayed such as ornaments, quilts or decorations and performers to sing,
play or read.

Service Schedule for Christmas Week:
•

Blue Christmas- Tuesday 12/21
 6:00 A service of healing and hope for those who
struggle to feel joy during the Christmas season

•

Christmas Eve- Friday 12/24
 2:00pm Family focused with opportunity for children to participate
 8:00pm Candle light

•

Christmas Day- No Services
 Tanum Forest will have a 9:00am service if anyone is looking for Christmas
morning worship.

•

Sunday 12/26
 8:00 Traditional
 10:30 Blended
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Bay View Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
(Unapproved)
November 9, 2021–7:00 PM
folks to schedule a time, and
the value of having a church
directory.
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Building use requests—

Motion by Lucille, second by
Karen I. to approve the request
by Learning in Retirement for a
hardanger class in March and
April. Motion carried.

The meeting was called to
order at 7:02 PM by President
Karen Newbern.
Attending: Andy Anderson,
Jody Arbter, Connie
Baudhuin, Bill Brown, Karen
Isensee, Steve Kase, Lucille
Kirkegaard, Karen Newbern,
Pastor Jeff Greathouse
Excused: Paula Reichel

DEVOTIONS: Pastor Jeff
shared a devotion from
Luther Seminary’s God Pause.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –

Motion by Steve, second by
Andy to approve the agenda.
Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 12,
2021 MINUTES—Motion by

Andy, second by Connie to
approve the minutes. Motion
carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

a. Photo Directory—Connie
reported that only about a
third of the congregation
showed up for photos, so the
Fellowship Board will arrange
for another opportunity with
the photographer, possibly in
February. Discussion
followed on how to remind

b. Reopening Task
Force/COVID situation (Jody)-The positivity rate is slowly
moving down and we are
hopeful for the future.
A discussion occurred about
how we will handle the office,
specifically phones, should our
office administrator not be
there due to illness or other
reasons. Lucille mentioned
that, in the past, volunteers
have come forward to sit in
the office to answer the phone
and deliver messages.
c. Sign Committee bid and
recommendations—Lucille
presented detailed information
on the Sign Committee’s
thoughts and a proposal from
Creative Sign Company for a
digital sign. Total cost is
estimated at $29,700, to be
covered by our temporary
restricted funds, not the
general operating budget.

Motion by Connie, second by
Andy to accept the proposal
from Creative Sign, dependent
on getting a variance from the
city, and extension of the bid
conditions to 60 days.

Discussion followed on
whether there might be better
ways to use that money to
reach out to the community,
increase attendance, and

attract new members. For
example, the recent Trunk or
Treat event brought in over
200 people. Motion failed.

Motion by Andy, second by
Connie to table action on the
sign until next year. Motion
carried.
The council sends a big thank
you to the sign committee for
all their work, time, and
careful thought!
Though we are not spending
money for the sign
immediately, there was
discussion regarding restricted
funds. The general
agreement was that, rather
than remaining unused for
long periods of time in bank
accounts, especially if interest
earnings are small, those
funds and memorials should
be spent.
d. Annual Meeting—We hope
to have the annual meeting in
person this year. We will need
people to fill 3 council
positions where terms are
expiring, as well as 1 early
resignation. There are
currently only 2 people on the
nominating committee, and
our constitution states we
should have 5-7 people.
e. Budget for 2022—Steve
plans to compile the budget
this week, with it then going
to the Finance Board, and
then to the Pastor. The
council will discuss the budget
at our December meeting.
Questions arose regarding the
Nursery. Why is it included in
the Learning Board budget?
Why is it listed as a
(Cont. on page 12)
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U n - A p p rov e d C h u rc h C o u n c i l M i n u t e s - C o n t ’ d
(Cont. from page 11)

responsibility of the Fellowship
Board in our constitution?
STAFF REPORTS—Pastor Jeff
submitted a detailed written
report for October, covering a
baptism, board meetings,
children’s ministry, community
events, confirmation, daily
readings, funerals, hospital
visits, the Moses Project,
preaching, sermon notes,
stretch gifts, synod events, and
worship.
FINANCIAL REPORT— Steve
noted that contributions for
October were up substantially,
at $43,448, due to the Stretch
Gift initiative. Expenses were
$24,536. The Finance
committee continues to look at
our restricted accounts and
wants to make them part of
the church budget discussion.
MISSION BOARD AND
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Fellowship Board—Connie
reported that the fire pit
gathering, while not as well
attended as hoped, was fun.
Learning Board—Jody
highlighted the success of the
Trunk or Treat event and the
need for volunteers for the
December 4 cookie walk.
Personnel Board—Written
report was reviewed, as the
council liaison was absent.
Topics included insurance
decisions, staff salary
consolidation in the budget,
staff continuing education,
and the pastoral review
process.
Property Board–Bill and some
of the other property board
members met and finished
maintenance tasks around the

church such as fixing the
dishwasher, the front door,
outside lights, light in the altar
area, etc.
Service Board—Andy said the
Mission Fair tri-folds will stay
out in the fellowship hall for a
while, in hopes that more
people volunteer to serve. The
board has talked about
creating a “helping board,”
where members can list chores
or other things they need help
with, and other members can
answer requests for help.
Stewardship—Karen I. stated
that the Stretch Gift initiative
(Bold Bay View) is off to a
good start and will continue
through November 21. There
will also be a Christmas letter
sent out in December.
Worship Board— Pastor Jeff
read a recommendation from
the Worship Board, that the
wages for Andy Anderson, as
part of the Praise Band, be
reinstated and that he be paid
$50 a Sunday, retroactive to
September 19, 2021, and
continuing through the rest of
the year. This item (line 5373,
Bay View Power and Light)
was not funded in the 2021
budget. Motion by Steve,

second by Connie to approve
the Worship Board’s
recommendation to pay Andy
Anderson for his role as sound
technician. Motion carried.
Beginning next year, this
budget line will fall under
Personnel rather than
Worship, since Andy is
considered an employee
rather than a vendor.
Youth Board—Karen N. and
Pastor Jeff highlighted the
Junior High Blast held at
Imago Dei Village in

Clintonville on November 5-7. The
5 youth that attended from Bay
View had a great time and
participated in good team-building.
Overall, however, there was
disappointment from the camp
staff and others that out of all the
churches in the synod, only Bay
View participated the entire
weekend, with one other church
involved for part of the weekend.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next regular council meeting is
December 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM
Devotions for next meeting:
Connie

Visitor articles are due by the 15th
of every month.
ADJOURNMENT-- Meeting
adjourned at 9:25 PM with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Karen Isensee,
council secretary

Would you consider joining church
council or another committee.?
The committee’s and volunteer’s
are key for the function of the
church. Check out the tri-fold
boards in the Narthex and if you
have any questions stop in or call
the office. Also, let the office know
if you are willing to join the
council- or one of the committee’s.
(920)743-4705
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Decorating

Decorating Committee

Counters

Cecile Kink
Lois Hanson

Reader Coordinator

Kerry Isensee

Usher Coordinator

Worship BD-Janet
Anderson

On Line Calendar

Jenniece Hoiska
Cheryl DeMeuse

Ushers
8am
Dec 5

Readers
10:30am

Confirmation

8am
Leslie Hill

Altar
Guild

10:30am
Kay Baker

Val Mosgaller
Edal Evans

Dec 12
Dec 19

Dec 26

-Steve & Ann Marie
Heinz

Volunteer
Volunteer

Volunteer

Walt
Bentley

Youth

Val Mosgaller

Kerry
Isensee

Karen
Newbern

Val Mosgaller

Walt
Bentley

Adelle
Douglass

Val Mosgaller

Edal Evans
Edal Evans

Edal Evans

PAGE 14

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wed-Dec 1
4:00pm-Cookie Decorating
5:00pm 4K-5th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 6th-8th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 9th-12th grade Lifelong
Faith

Thurs-Dec 2
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers
Fri-Dec 3
5:00pm Cookie Walk Prep
Sat-Dec 4
9:30am Cookie Walk
9:00am Al Anon
Sun-Dec 5
8:00am In-house Worship
10:30am In-house Worship &
Facebook Live
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Mon-Dec 6
9:00am Quilting
6:00pm Baptized in Tear Gas
“Book Club”
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal
Tues-Dec 7
8:08am Staff Meeting
3:15 pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
4:00pm Executive BD
6:00pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons

Sat-Dec 11
9:00am Al Anon
Sun-Dec 12
8:00am In-house &
Facebook Live
10:30am Christmas Program
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Dec 13
1:00pm Personnel BD
5:30pm Worship BD
6:00pm Baptized in Tear Gas
“Book Club”
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal
Tues-Dec 14
12:00pm Men’s Group
3:15 pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
5:15pm Finance Committee
6:00pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
7:00pm Church Council
Wed-Dec 15
5:00pm 4K-5th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 6th-8th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 9th-12th grade Lifelong
Faith
Thurs-Dec 16
8:45am Christ Care
5:00pm Property BD
5:45pm New Day Singers
Sat-Dec 18
9:00am Al Anon

Wed-Dec 8
5:00pm 4K-5th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 6th-8th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 9th-12th grade Lifelong
Faith

Sun-Dec 19
8:00am In-house Worship 10:30am
In-house Worship &
Facebook
Live
12:00pm HS Fellowship Day
1:00pm Community-wide
Christmas Open House
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast

Thurs-Dec 9
8:45am Christ Care
10:00am Grief Support
5:00pm Task Force
5:45pm New Day Singers

Mon-Dec 20
9:00am Quilting
6:00pm Baptized in Tear Gas
“Book Club”
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal

Tues-Dec 21
3:15 pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
6:00pm Blue Christmas Service
6:00pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
7:00pm Youth BD
Wed-Dec 22
5:00pm 4K-5th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 6th-8th grade Lifelong
Faith
6:00pm 9th-12th grade Lifelong
Faith
Thurs-Dec 23
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers
Fri-Dec 24
Christmas Eve
Office Closed
Sat-Dec 25
Christmas Day
9:00am Al Anon
Sun-Dec 26
8:00am In-house Worship 10:30am
In-house Worship & Facebook
Live
7:10pm WDOR Broadcast
Mon-Dec 27
Office Closed
6:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal
7:00pm Service BD
Tues-Dec 28
12:00pm Men’s Group
3:15 pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
6:00pm Griffon String Quartet
Lessons
7:00pm Learning BD
Thurs-Dec 30
8:45am Christ Care
5:45pm New Day Singers
Fri-Dec 31
New Year’s Eve
Office closes at 12:00pm
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Ann Marie Heinz

RECEIVING
December is the month when
generosity is stressed even more
than usual. Gift giving has
become a hallmark of the
Christmas season. And that’s OK.
It’s good to give. It’s important to
give. Bigheartedness is an
honorable trait.
The whole idea of Santa is that
he is generous to good girls and
boys. I wrote a children’s story
about a girl who ran into Santa in
a park in Jacksonport. He was
taking a break from his listchecking rounds. (Oh yes, Santa
does check his list twice before
he hands out presents.) The little
girl’s name is Carol. This is how
part of their short conversation
went:

Carol said “I’ve been a good
girl I hope that you heard.”
Santa said that he had, then
scratched at his beard.

“I love giving presents to all
girls and boys
What the elves and I do gives
us much joy.”
“And what I hope I am
showing with each gift that I’m
leaving
Is the feeling that giving makes
one happier than receiving.”
Of course Carol goes home,
abandons her long list of things
she wants and starts a list of what
she wants to give her parents and
siblings etc. I think the story has a
good message. But I also think
that being on the receiving end of
a gift exchange contains a good
message as well.
When children see gifts under the
tree from Santa, they think “I’ve
been good this year.” When we
receive gifts from our family and
friends, we think “I am loved this
year.”

Gift receiving is an art, especially as
we grow older. Some gifts can
seem to be too much, or given to us
from someone not included on our
gifting list. It can be almost
embarrassing sometimes; but when
given with love, that gift’s value is
immeasurable. A gift given in love
should never be refused or even
disputed. A gift given in love should
be accepted, appreciated and
treasured because it means you are
loved and the person giving it
wants you to know that.
The most amazing gift of all was
bestowed on us thousands of years
ago. The ultimate gift of love is
given not only every Christmas, but
every day of every year. Jesus is our
gift. How lucky we are to be loved
so much so often.
May this Christmas bring you peace,
love and joy in giving and receiving.

