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PRELUDE 

 
 

OPENING PRAISE SONGS 
 

He Shall Reign Forevermore 
 

Verse 1 

In the bleak mid-winter 

All creation groans 

For a world in darkness 

Frozen like a stone 

Light is breaking 

In a stable for a throne 
 

Chorus 

(And) He shall reign forevermore forevermore 

And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 

Unto us a Child is born 

The King of kings and Lord of lords 

And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 
 

Verse 2 

If I were a wise man 

I would travel far 

If I were a shepherd 

I would do my part 

But poor as I am 

I will give to Him my heart 
 

Bridge 

Here within a manger lies the One 

Who made the starry skies 

This baby born for sacrifice 

Christ the Messiah 

Into our hopes into our fears 

The Savior of the world appears 

The promise of eternal years 

Christ the Messiah 
 

CCLI Song # 7050416 

Chris Tomlin | Matt Maher 
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He Reigns 
 

Verse 1 

It's the song of the redeemed 

Rising from the African plain 

It's the song of the forgiven 

Drowning out the Amazon rain 

The song of Asian believers 

Filled with God's holy fire 

It's every tribe every tongue every nation 

A love song born of a grateful choir 
 

Chorus 

It's all God's children singing 

Glory glory hallelujah 

He reigns He reigns 

It's all God's children singing 

Glory glory hallelujah 

He reigns (He reigns) 
 

Verse 2 

Let it rise above the four winds 

Caught up in the heavenly sound 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals 

To the faithful gathered underground 

Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation 

Some were meant to persist 

Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples 

None rings truer than this 
 

Bridge 

And all the powers of darkness 

Tremble at what they've just heard 

'Cause all the powers of darkness 
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Can't drown out a single word 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God,  
 

you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate 

Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 

that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

Amen. 
 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
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We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

+ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 

 
 

RESPONSE: Open Our Eyes 
 

Open our eyes Lord 

We want to see Jesus 

To reach out and touch Him 

And say that we love Him 

Open our ears Lord 

And help us to listen 

Open our eyes Lord 

We want to see Jesus 
 

CCLI Song # 1572 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 7Thus says the Lord: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
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  “Save, O Lord, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 

 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 (read responsively) 
 

 12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

  praise your God, O Zion, 

 13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

  and has blessed your children within you. 

 14God has established peace on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 15God sends out a command to the earth, 

  a word that runs very swiftly.  

 16God gives snow like wool, 

  scattering frost like ashes. 

 17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand against God’s cold? 

 18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

 19God declares the word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judgments to Israel. 

 20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  

 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 

good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that 

he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With 

all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 
10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also 

obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
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purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 

Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when 

you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, 
13

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God 
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the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 

him known. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  What Child Is This (ELW 296) 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 

 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 
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 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 
 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

MUSIC FOR PRAYERS: Hear My Prayer 
 

Hear my prayer O Lord 

From the ends of the earth I cry 

Your peace will lead me 

To the Rock that is higher than I 
 

CCLI Song # 1333469 Debbie Owens 
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THE PRAYERS:  
 

Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 
 

Remembering in our prayers: Paul (Jacobson), Donovan 

(Antholt), Vicki (Wittenberg), Mimi (Zinngrabe), Janet 

(Mickelson), Deanne & Chris (Schafer), Kevin & Cathy (Clark), 

Steven (Leek), Dan (Coyhis), Sasha (Hill), Fred & Darlene 

(Kirch), Rusty (Feld), Kayla (Fleury), Rich (Mickelson), Carl 

(Scholz), Tysha (Osborne), Dale (Lyndahl), Beth (Jacobson),  

Michael (Cassity), Sue (Strong), Larry (Uecker), Andrew 

(Snyder), Lois (Krueger), Elena (Rouer), Chuck (Dull), Dan 

(Knutson), Don (Greathouse), Steve (Kase), Cletus 

(Schwoerer). 
 

We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 

this week: Becky (Brown), Scott (Dombrowski), Doug (Wilson), 

Brent (Sargent), Jane (Raben), Peyton (Watermolen), Mary 

Lou (Allen) Cobain (Hansen), Dallas (Nichols), Emma (Reichel). 

 
 

OFFERING 

 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
 

A second offering of loose change is taken for our Community 

Emergency Fund.  

 
 

MUSIC DURING OFFERING: He Came Down (ELW 253) 
 

1 He came down that we may have love; 

 he came down that we may have love; 

 he came down that we may have love; 

 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

2 He came down that we may have light; 

 he came down that we may have light; 

 he came down that we may have light; 

 hallelujah forevermore. 
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3 He came down that we may have peace; 

 he came down that we may have peace; 

 he came down that we may have peace; 

 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

4 He came down that we may have joy; 

 he came down that we may have joy; 

 he came down that we may have joy; 

 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Text: Cameroon traditional  

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 

 
 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 

you. 

Amen 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION: Glory (Let there be peace) 
 

Verse 1 

One star 

Burns in the darkness 

Shines with the promise Emmanuel 

One child 

Born in the stillness 

Living within us Emmanuel 
 

Chorus 

We're singing Glory Glory 

Let there be peace let there be peace 

Singing Glory Glory 

Let there be peace let it start in me 
 

Verse 2 

One voice 

Speaks for the voiceless 

Hope for the hopeless Emmanuel 

One love 

Brings us together 

Now and forever Emmanuel 
 

Bridge 

Do not be afraid 

His love is strong enough to save us 

Nothing stands in the way 

His love is strong enough to lead us 

(REPEAT) 
 

Ending 

Let there be peace let it start in me 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. Amen  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 
 

SENDING SONG: Cry of My Heart 
 

Chorus 

It is the cry of my heart 

To follow You 

It is the cry of my heart 

To be close to You 

It is the cry of my heart 

To follow 

All of the days of my life 
 

Verse 1 

Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord 

So I can walk in Your truth 

Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord 

And make me wholly devoted to You 

Oh oh whoa 
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Verse 2 

Open my eyes so I can see 

The wonderful things that You do 

Open my heart up more and more 

And make it wholly devoted to You 

Oh oh whoa 
 

Ending 

All of the days of my life (4X) 
 

CCLI Song # 844980 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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