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PRELUDE: Praise Band, We Will Worship Him  
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)  
vs 1-4 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
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2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Emmanuel  
 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 
His name is called Emmanuel 
God with us revealed in us 
His name is called Emmanuel 
 

CCLI Song # 12949 
Bob McGee 
© 1976 C.A. Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power,  
 

Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we 
may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the 
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Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 4 
 

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
open our eyes to see your presence 
in the lowly ones of this earth. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may sing of your advent among us 
in the Word made flesh. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) vs 4 
 

4 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
 Let your lights be shining! 
 

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I 
will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah 
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 read responsively 
 

 
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Sing Alleluia Sing 
 

Sing alleluia, sing. 
Sing alleluia, sing. 
Sing alleluia, sing, 
sing alleluia, to the Lord. 
 

© 1994, 1997, Janet Vogt. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 
his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 
a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 
 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
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 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

MUSIC FOR PRAYERS: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying  
 

Lord listen to Your children praying 
Lord send Your Spirit in this place 
Lord listen to Your children praying 
Send us love send us pow'r send us grace 
 

CCLI Song # 22829 
Ken Medema 
© Words: 1973 Hope Publishing Company  
Music: 1973 Hope Publishing Company  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Remembering in our prayers: Kevin (Clark), Sasha (Hill), Larry 
(Uecker), Chuck (Dull), Dan (Knutson), Gordy (Haen), Rich 
(Meyer), Mary (Honold), Dick (Russell), Stacey (Greathouse), 
Patrick (Bentley), Elizabeth (Canning), Sandi (Witkowski), Kay 
(Lyndahl), Dale (Lyndahl), Gail (Haen), Allison (Bender), Darrell 
(Askins), Kaye (Knutson), Mike (Herbst), Ann (Kirch-Franklin), 
James (Carlson). 
 

We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 
week: Dwight (Zeller), William (Forry), Leslie (Hill), Emily 
(Koelpien), Patrick (Neu), Christian (Hooker), Linda & Chris 
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(Collar), Naedene & Richard (Peterson), Kathleen & John 
(Puetz). 
 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

MUSIC DURING OFFERING: Praise Band, Your Light Will Shine 
Jerusalem  
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 



10 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy  
 

Holy, holy, holy, 
my heart, my heart adores you. 
My heart is glad to say the words: 
You are holy, God. 
 

Text: Argentine traditional 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 

COMMUNION 
 
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 
you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 
 

COMMUNION SONGS 
 
Let Us Break Bread Together  
 

Verse 1 
Let us break bread together on our knees 
Let us break bread together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees 
With my face to the rising sun 
O Lord have mercy on me 
 

Verse 2 
Let us drink wine together on our knees 
Let us drink wine together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees 
With my face to the rising sun 
O Lord have mercy on me 
 

Verse 3 
Let us praise God together on our knees 
Let us praise God together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees 
With my face to the rising sun 
O Lord have mercy on me 
 

Verse 4 
Let us praise God together on our knees 
Let us praise God together on our knees 
When I fall on my knees 
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With my face to the rising sun 
O Lord have mercy if You please 
 

CCLI Song # 3205952 
William Farley Smith 
© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen  
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING SONG: Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595) 
 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 
 Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
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 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 
 heaven's gates to open wide; 
 he will wash away my sin, 
 let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay 
 close beside me all the way; 
 when at last I come to die, 
 he will take me home on high.  Refrain 
 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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