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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 
+ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (ELW 335) 
 

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 

Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
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3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: Step By Step  
 

O God You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
O God You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
I will seek You in the morning 
And I will learn to walk in Your ways 
And step by step You'll lead me 
And I will follow You all of my days 
 

CCLI Song # 696994 
David (Beaker) Strasser 
© 1991 Kid Brothers Of St. Frank Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) 
Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Lord God,  
 

our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within 
and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you 
tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your 
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, 
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that 
is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 32 read responsively 
 

 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my 
 guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then 
 you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
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 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in 
 time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach 
 them. 
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you 
 should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye.  
 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay 
 near you.” 
 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have 
sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is 
not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised 
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were 
not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who 
was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died 
through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the 
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the 
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s 
trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more 
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for 
all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life 
for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lenten Acclamation 
 

 Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
 Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 

2
He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards 

he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’ ” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said 
to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on 
him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (ELW 697) 
 

Refrain 
 Just a closer walk with thee, 
 grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
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 daily walking close to thee, 
 let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

1 I am weak but thou art strong: 
 Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
 I'll be satisfied as long 
 as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 
 

2 Through this world of toil and snares, 
 if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
 Who with me my burden shares? 
 None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 
 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 
 time for me will be no more; 
 guide me gently, safely o'er 
 to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 
 

Text: North American traditional 

 
CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
MUSIC FOR PRAYERS: Be Still For the Presence   
 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
Come bow before Him now 
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With reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
 

CCLI Song # 120824 
David J. Evans 
© 1986 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Remembering in our prayers: Kevin (Clark), Sasha (Hill), Larry 
(Uecker), Chuck (Dull), Dan (Knutson), Gordy (Haen), Rich 
(Meyer), Mary (Honold), Dick (Russell), Stacey (Greathouse), 
Patrick (Bentley), Elizabeth (Canning), Sandi (Witkowski), Kay 
(Lyndahl), Dale (Lyndahl), Gail (Haen), Darrell (Askins), Kaye 
(Knutson), Mike (Herbst), Ann (Kirch-Franklin), James (Carlson), 
Chuck (Holtz). 
 

We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 
week: Dawn (Uecker), Beth (Jacobson), Mary (Biggs), John 
(Sawdo), John (Strong), Nyla (Small), Steve (Kase), Kevin 
(Kasten), Kim (Schauske), Beverly (Schauske-Johnson), Jessica 
& Mark (Schwartz). 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSIC DURING OFFERING: You Are Holy (ELW 525) 
 

You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more  
than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here  
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to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy,  
you are wholeness,  
you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest!   
Sing hosanna!  
Sing hosanna to our God! 
 

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 
Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America, South 
America, and Central America, including the Caribbean. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
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we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy  
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
 God of power and might, 
 heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
COMMUNION 
 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 
you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 
COMMUNION SONGS: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  
(ELW 325) 
 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, 
+ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG: I've Got Peace like a River (TFF 258) 
 

1 I’ve got peace like a river, 
 I’ve got peace like a river, 
 I’ve got peace like a river in my soul; 
 I’ve got peace like a river, 
 I’ve got peace like a river, 
 I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
 

2 I’ve got joy like a fountain, 
 I’ve got joy like a fountain, 
 I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul; 
 I’ve got joy like a fountain, 
 I’ve got joy like a fountain, 
 I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
 

3 I’ve got love like an ocean, 
 I’ve got love like an ocean, 
 I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul; 
 I’ve got love like an ocean, 
 I’ve got love like an ocean, 
 I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
 

Text: traditional 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
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