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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 
+ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: O Living Breath of God (ELW 407) 
 

1 O living Breath of God, wind at the beginning upon the waters; 
 O living Breath of God, bearing the creation to wondrous birth; 
  

2 O living Breath of God, by whose pow'r the Son came to birth 
 among us; 
 O living Breath of God, who to the creation gives life anew; 
 

3 O living Breath of God, bearing us to life through baptismal 
 waters; 
 O living Breath of God, sighing with creation for freedom's 
 birth; 
 

Refrain 
 

 Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant. 



3 

 O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray. 
 

Text: Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
Tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator.  

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: He Is Exalted  
 

Verse 
He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high 
I will praise Him 
He is exalted forever exalted 
And I will praise His name 
 

Chorus 
He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 
Heaven and earth 
Rejoice in His holy name 
He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high 
 

CCLI Song # 17827 
Twila Paris 
© 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God,  
 

your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may 
be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness 
all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
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lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 

4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 read responsively 
 

 
1
Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O Lord; 
 2O Lord, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O Lord, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep 
 watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast 
 love; 
  with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the Lord shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins.  
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lenten Acclamation (ELW 176) 
 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord 
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son 
of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be 
all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed 
at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 



7 

coming into the world.” 
 

 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away 
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having 
heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lamb of God: Your Only Son (ELW 336) 
 

Verse 1 
Your only Son no sin to hide 
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But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God 
 

Verse 2 
Your gift of love they crucified 
They laughed and scorned Him as He died 
The humble King they named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 

Chorus 
Oh Lamb of God sweet Lamb of God 
I love the holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
 

Verse 3 
I was so lost I should have died 
But You have brought me to Your side 
To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God 
 

CCLI Song # 16787 
Twila Paris 
© 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

MUSIC FOR PRAYERS: Be Still For the Presence   
 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
Come bow before Him now 
With reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
 

CCLI Song # 120824 
David J. Evans 
© 1986 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Remembering in our prayers: Kevin (Clark), Sasha (Hill), Larry 
(Uecker), Chuck (Dull), Dan (Knutson), Gordy (Haen), Rich 
(Meyer), Mary (Honold), Dick (Russell), Stacey (Greathouse), 
Elizabeth (Canning), Sandi (Witkowski), Kay (Lyndahl), Dale 
(Lyndahl), Gail (Haen), Darrell (Askins), Mike (Herbst), Ann (Kirch
-Franklin), John (Bartoszek), Carol (Bartoszek), Darlene (Kirch), 
the family & friends of Kaye (Knutson). 
 

We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 
week: Hannah (Price), Jeni (Krueger), Sue (Bruno), Saylor 
(Clement), Galeen (Giese), Katie (Grooters), Adalynn (Phillips), 
Terri (Farley), Knute (Krueger), Gerald (Mickelson), Bill 
(Schaars), Pam & Charlie (Stratton), Cathy & John (Wiese), 
 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
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OFFERING 
 
 

MUSIC DURING OFFERING: How Can I Keep from Singing 
 

Verse 1 
My life flows on in endless song 
Above earth's lamentation 
I catch the sweet though far off hymn 
That hails a new creation 
 

Chorus 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
While to that rock I'm clinging 
Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth 
How can I keep from singing 
 

Verse 2 
Through all the tumult and the strife 
I hear that music ringing 
It finds an echo in my soul 
How can I keep from singing 
 

CCLI Song # 2795377 
Robert Lowry 
Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy (Proulx) (ELW 192A) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
 

COMMUNION 
 
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 
you. 
The communicant may say: men 
 
 

COMMUNION SONGS: I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485) 
 

1 "I am the Bread of life. 
 You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
 No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 

Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 

2 "The bread that I will give 
 is my flesh for the life of the world, 
 and if you eat of this bread, 
 you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 

3 "Unless you eat 
 of the flesh of the Son of Man 
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 and drink of his blood, 
 and drink of his blood, 
 you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 
 

4 "I am the resurrection, 
 I am the life. 
 If you believe in me, 
 even though you die, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 

5 Yes, Lord, I believe 
 that you are the Christ, 
 the Son of God, 
 who have come into the world.  Refrain 
 

Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6 
Text © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen  
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, 
+ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG: Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765) 
 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 
 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
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