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PRELUDE: Forever 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 
+ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: O Living Breath of God (ELW 407) 
 

1 O living Breath of God, wind at the beginning upon the waters; 
 O living Breath of God, bearing the creation to wondrous birth; 
  

2 O living Breath of God, by whose pow'r the Son came to birth 
 among us; 
 O living Breath of God, who to the creation gives life anew; 
 

3 O living Breath of God, bearing us to life through baptismal 
 waters; 
 O living Breath of God, sighing with creation for freedom's 
 birth; 
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Refrain 
 

 Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant. 
 O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray. 
 

Text: Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
Tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator.  

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  Wade in the Water (ELW 459) 
 

Refrain 
 Wade in the water, 
 wade in the water, children, 
 wade in the water, 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. 
 

1 (See that host all dressed in white,) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. 
 (the leader looks like the Israelite.) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.  Refrain 
 

2 (See that band all dressed in red,) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. 
 (looks like the band that Moses led.) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.  Refrain 
 

3 (Look over yonder, what do I see?) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. 
 (the Holy Ghost a-coming on me.) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.  Refrain 
 

4 (If you don't believe I've been redeemed,) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. 
 (just follow me down to Jordan's stream.) 
 God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.  Refrain 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM ELW PAGE 227 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. O God,  
 

our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to 
new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your 
promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the 
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless 
you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with 
him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 121 read responsively 
 

 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

3
The Lord will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
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  and will keep your life. 
 8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming 
 in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does 
the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” 

4
Now to one who works, wages are not 

reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without 
works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of 
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Lenten Acclamation (ELW 176) 
 

 Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
 Save us as you promised; we will trust your word. 
 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I 
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON: Pastor Jeff Greathouse 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451) 
 

1 We are baptized in Christ Jesus, 
 we are baptized in his death; 
 that as Christ is raised victorious, 
 we might live a brand new life. 
 And if we have been united 
 in a dreadful death like his, 
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 we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

2 In the water and the witness, 
 in the breaking of the bread, 
 in the waiting arms of Jesus 
 who is risen from the dead, 
 God has made a new beginning 
 from the ashes of our past; 
 in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
 

3 Glory be to God the Father, 
 glory be to Christ the Son, 
 glory to the Holy Spirit, 
 ever three and ever one; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 glory now resounds again 
 in a song that has no ending. Amen 
 

Text: John C. Ylvisaker 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker  
 
 

MUSIC FOR PRAYERS: Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord 
 

Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 

CCLI Song # 2298355 
Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Remembering in our prayers: Kevin (Clark), Sasha (Hill), Larry 
(Uecker), Chuck (Dull), Dan (Knutson), Gordy (Haen), Rich 
(Meyer), Mary (Honold), Dick (Russell), Stacey (Greathouse), 
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Elizabeth (Canning), Sandi (Witkowski), Kay (Lyndahl), Dale 
(Lyndahl), Gail (Haen), Darrell (Askins), Kaye (Knutson), Mike 
(Herbst), Ann (Kirch-Franklin), the family & friends of Chuck 
(Holtz). 
 

We also pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 
week: Joel (Eggert), Alyssa (Brendemuehl), Taeva (DeBoer), 
Sharon (Kiehnau), Linda (Collar), Addison (Rouer), Pam (Zeller), 
Gordy (Swiggum), Sandy (Anderson), Isabella (Price), Stacey & 
Pastor Jeff (Greathouse), Lynn & Bill (Forry), Sara & Patrick 
(Neu). 
 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
 

A second offering of loose change is taken for our Community 
Emergency Fund.  
 
 

MUSIC DURING OFFERING: Let Us Go Now to the Banquet: 
ELW 523) 
 

Refrain 
 Let us go now to the banquet, 
 to the feast of the universe. 
 The table's set and a place is waiting; 
 come, ev'ryone, with your gifts to share. 
 

1 I will rise in the early morning; 
 the community's waiting for me. 
 With a spring in my step I'm walking 
 with my friends and my family.  Refrain 
 

2 God invites all the poor and hungry 
 to the banquet of justice and good 
 where the harvest will not be hoarded 
 so that no one will lack for food.  Refrain 
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3 May we build such a place among us 
 where all people are equal in love. 
 God has called us to work together 
 and to share ev'rything we have.  Refrain 
 

Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreña; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and 
William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956 
Text © 1988, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
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we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS:  Holy, Holy, Holy  
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
 God of power and might, 
 heav'n and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
 

COMMUNION 
 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 
you. 
The communicant may say: Amen 
 
 

COMMUNION SONGS:  
 
Children of the Heavenly (ELW 781) 
 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father 
 safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven 
 such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 
 in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, 
 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
 from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, 
 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 
 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely 
 to preserve them pure and holy. 
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

Baptized in Water (ELW 456) 
 

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 cleansed by the blood of Christ our king: 
 heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
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 faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 dead in the tomb with Christ our king: 
 one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
 thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 marked with the sign of Christ our king: 
 born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 
 joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932 
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen  
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, 
+ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING SONG: We Want to See Jesus Lifted High 
  

Verse 
We want to see Jesus lifted high 
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A banner that flies across this land 
That all men might see the truth and know 
He is the way to heaven 
 

Chorus 1 
We want to see we want to see 
We want to see Jesus lifted high 
We want to see we want to see 
We want to see Jesus lifted high 
 

Bridge 
Step by step we're moving forward 
Little by little taking ground 
Ev’ry prayer a powerful weapon 
Strongholds come tumbling down 
And down and down and down 
 

Chorus 2 
We're gonna see we're gonna see 
We're gonna see Jesus lifted high 
We're gonna see we're gonna see 
We're gonna see Jesus lifted high 
 

CCLI Song # 1033408 
Doug Horley 
© 1993 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 707096 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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