
Sermon Notes March 5th, 2023 

Scripture: John 3:1-17 (NRSVUE)  

Nicodemus Visits Jesus 

3:1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no 

one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 

one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 

it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born 

of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, 

“Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you 

do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 

Sermon 

As I sat down to write this sermon yesterday, I came back to a statement that I had read earlier in 

the week. The sentence was the following: “The backdrop against which the dialogue between 

Jesus and Nicodemus should be understood with John 2:23-25 in mind.” All week, I brushed that 

statement off. Here are the verses that could help us understand the conversation more fully.  

“During the time he was in Jerusalem, those days of the Passover Feast, many people noticed 

the signs he was displaying and, seeing they pointed straight to God, entrusted their lives to him. 

But Jesus didn’t entrust his life to them. He knew them inside and out, knew how untrustworthy 

they were. He didn’t need any help in seeing right through them.” 

When we combine those verses with how Nicodemus approached Jesus in verse two, we can be 

assured that Nicodemus was one of the individuals who believed because they had witnessed 

what Jesus had done. Since, I mentioned verse two, let’s hear verse two one more time and 

examine some important statements that come from the text. 

In the verse, it is Nicodemus speaking to Jesus and he says, “Rabbi, we all know you’re a 

teacher straight from God. No one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if 

God weren’t in on it.” 



 
 

The first thing that you may note is that Nicodemus came at night. This probably is not a shock 

but many theologians and pastors disagree with the meaning behind night time. Thus, let me 

share with you one thought that might expand your understanding of this text.  

The language here could be teaching us that Nicodemus was a secret disciple of Jesus thus, he 

had to come at night. Also, during this time, night time was also the time of the day that was set 

aside for studying the Torah and for individuals to gather for theological dialogue. Thus, we 

could look at this in this lens: Nicodemus sees Jesus as a teacher, he calls him Rabbi and comes 

to him at a time of the day when theological discussions occur. 

The second thing that we can learn more about is this language of Rabbi/Teacher that Nicodemus 

uses. I was prompted to dive into this a little further with our bible study on Tuesday. The only 

time that Rabbi is used in the Gospel of John is when it comes off of the lips of Jesus disciples. 

This encounter could be Nicodemus first step in becoming a dedicated disciple.  

Following our bible study on Tuesday, I traveled down to Green Bay to make a hospital visit and 

to meet up with four of my colleagues in the Green Bay conference to talk about this text. It is 

always a joy when I have the opportunity to do this so I can see where the other pastors going. 

Many times, we are all going in a different direction. 

One of them asked me where I was headed. I shared with them that many things can change 

because it is only Tuesday but I was thinking of expanding on the life of Nicodemus and moving 

beyond John 3, even though there is so much in it. 

Thus, that is what I want to do. I mentioned that I believe this could be Nicodemus first step in 

becoming a disciple. I am not sure if you are aware of it or not, so let me tell you that Nicodemus 

makes two more appearances in this Gospel and in each story, he takes an additional step. So, I 

want to quickly walk with you through those two additional stories and then connect the life of 

Nicodemus to our lives here at Bay View. 

The other two stories of Nicodemus are in chapter seven and chapter nineteen. Each of the 

stories are only three verses long. Thus, we don’t have long stories of Nicodemus, instead we 

have snapshots. But, these snapshots give us a full picture of who he is. 

In chapter seven, we see that the Pharisees heard the crowd muttering about Jesus being the 

Christ. The chief priests and Pharisees sent temple police out to arrest him. The police did not 

arrest Jesus, instead they took him to the priests and the Pharisees. Nicodemus is there and steps 

up as they are trying to decide what to do. Nicodemus says, “Our law does not judge people 

without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?” The Pharisees cut 

Nicodemus off and everyone goes home.  

Then, in chapter nineteen, we see and hear about Nicodemus one last time. Jesus has just been 

pronounced dead on the cross. Joseph of Arimathea requests the body and was granted 

permission. We then hear this: Nicodemus, who had first come to Jesus at night, came now in 

broad daylight carrying a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. They took 

Jesus’ body and, following the Jewish burial custom, wrapped it in linen with the spices. 

When we take a full look at Nicodemus, we see a great story of transformation. He moved from 

believing in Jesus because of a sign to fully honoring Jesus in death in plain view of everyone. 

He did this when the disciples of Jesus that we know, departed and hid. 



 
 

I believe that Nicodemus took this journey because of an invitation. This year, I am attempting to 

preach through the seven faith practices. This morning, I want to make sure that I specifically 

highlight it. Invite is one of our practices. In the faith practices, the ELCA shares that invite is 

about evangelism. It is about inviting others often. They then have it surrounded in Romans 10 

where it says, “But how can people call for help if they don’t know who to trust? And how can 

they know who to trust if they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can they 

hear if nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to do it? 

That’s why Scripture exclaims, A sight to take your breath away! Grand processions of people 

telling all the good things of God! 

Friends, we need to be inviting others into the journey. 

In our story today, Jesus challenged Nicodemus to move from theory to practice. Jesus saw that 

Nicodemus was wrestling with the concepts but none of those concepts were making it into a 

practice. Then Jesus was asking Nicodemus to take that step or leap to move from knowledge to 

faith. Then finally, Jesus was challenging and inviting him to move from curiosity to 

commitment. 

Isn’t that what we see when we look at his full story? Nicodemus came to Jesus at night out of 

curiosity and he ended up with Jesus body at his death, putting the spices on him and placing him 

in the tomb. What a commitment. Practice, Faith and Commitment is where Nicodemus ended. 

I want to conclude with a thought that was lifted up at our bible study on Tuesday. No one can 

see God’s reign without being born again. The language of “born again” can be very tricky. I 

want to change out Nicodemus name for us. Unless you allow God to change your whole way of 

being in the world, you will not be able to perceive God at work. 

How is this possible? 

Water and Spirit. 

Jesus invites all of us to receive life as God’s gift and then we in return can make that invitation 

to others. AMEN. 

 

 

  


